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Pamphlet has at laſt made its Appearance, 


FRE FACE 
intituled, A JOURNAL of the Expe- 


A dition to CARTHAGENA; Which is ſaid 


to contain an Anſwer to one publiſb'd on the Cloſe of 
the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, intituled, An A C- 
COUNT of the Expedition to CARTHAGENA : 
In which many of the Facts related in the Account &c. 
are declared to be fae and groundleſs, without any 
better Evidence than bare Aſertions that can eaſily be 
proved to be ſo; and the Author is reflected upon for 
not ſetting his Name to it, by one wwho has choſen to 
follow his Example. | | 
The ACCOUNT of the Expedition to 
CARTHAGENA, 7s printed from a Manuſcript 
which was in the Hands of ſeveral Perſons before the 
Meeting of the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament : Aud 
whenever the Authors of theſe Pamphlets are calPd upon 
by a proper Authority to avow their reſpective Works, 
will, [ apprebend, appear to be writien by an Officer 
of approved Abilities and Reſolution, who did not de- 
pend on Hearſay and uncertain Reports, but was him- 
ſelf an Eye-Witneſs of moſt of the Tranſattions that he 
has given an Account of. | 
What is here laid before the Publick, conſiſts chicfly 
of the Letters and Orders of an Officer who had a prin. 
cipal Command in the Expedition, which are on Re- 
cord in the Offices to which they were tranſmitted. 1 
am perſwaded they contain nothing but what he will be 
both able and willing to defend on any proper Occaſion, 
and 
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end I cannot doubt but, in the mean Time, every im- 
partial Reader will think much more Credit due to them 
than to the Aſſertions of a nameleſs Writer. 

Every Man who truly wiſhes to ſee his King and 
his Country faithfully ſerv'd, and the Publick Treaſure 
frugally manag*d, muſt allow that nothing can more 
contribute to thoſe important Ends than Publick En- 
quiries : The Gentleman on whom the Command de- 
volvꝰ d by the Death of Lord Cathcart, is ſaid, in the 
Journal &c. to have all poſſible Reaſon to defire that 
his whole Conduft may undergo the ſtricteſt Scrutiny : 
And I am well inform d, that nothing is more deſired 
by the Gentleman who bad the Command of the Fleet, 
than that his whole Behaviour, not only in the Exped:- 
tion to Carthagena, but alſo in the ſucceeding ones, may 
wdergo the ſame ſtrict Scrutiny. It is therefore hoped, 
that a Publick Enquiry will ſhortly be made into the 
Conduct of theſe Expeditions, which bave been attended 
with the Loſs of ſo many of his Majeſty*s Subjefts, and 
fo great an Expence of the publick Treaſure ; that it 
may appear whether the Miſcarriage of any of them 
was owing to the Miſcondutt of any Perſon who was 
intruſted with the Direction of them. 
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To the Honourable 


EDVW ARD YVERNOM, Eſqʒ 
VICE-ADMIRAL, Sc. Ge. 


SIX. 
1 Profit of the Opportunity of my worthy Friend 


Captain Rentone's going, to aſſure you, that 

when his Majeſty did me the Honour to name 
me to the Command of the Expedition to the Weſt 
Indies, it afforded me a thorough Satisfaction that 
J had a Perſon of your Character to act with. 
The Spirit, good Conduct, and Diſintereſtedneſs, 
with which you have begun this War, and which 
has fo juſtly procured you the Approbation of our 
Royal Maſter, as well as the univerſal Eſteem of 
your Fellow Subjects, gives great room to hope it 
will be carried on with the tame Spirit and good 
Management. Nothing can contribute more to 
the Succeſs of it than a perfect Underſtanding be- 
tween us; towards this I have promiſed to myſelf 
for you, that I ſhall meet with that good Diſpoſi- 
tion, that, you may take my Word for it, you'll 
find in me. 

In the Corps of Troops I bring you, there is 
Spirit, there is Good-Will, which, when properly 
conducted, will, I hope, produce what the Nation 
expects from us, and will make us the glorious In- 
ſtruments of finiſhing the War, with all the Ad- 
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Vantages to the Publick that we can promiſe from 
the happy Beginning of it; and with this diſtin- 
guiſhing Circumſtance, that theſe good Effects have 
been owing to a perfect Agreement between the 
Land and Sea Officers. 

It's with Joy I have it to tell you, that the Mi- 
niſters here have aſſured his Majeſty we ſhall fail 
with the firſt fair Wind after the 2oth of the next 
Month : I ſhall the ſooner have the Opportunity 
to ſatisfy the Impatience I have of being known 
perſonally to you, and of giving you continual 
Proofs of the Value and Eſteem with which I have 
the Honour to be, 

"of i 
London, Tune 22, 1740. Tour moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
CATHCART., 


P. S. The appointing Port Royal in Jamaica for 
the Place of our Rendezvous gives me -no ſmall 
Uneaſineſs, from the Apprehenſions I have of what 
may happen to our Men, from an immoderate Uſe 
of new Rum. And this leads me to beg you may 
be ſo good to be taking Meaſures for having this 
Inconveniency prevented. 


TO 


KY 
TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


LORDCAITHCARTYT 


My LorD, 


NE of my Cruizers, Captain Douglaſs, I de- 

tach'd to Sea the 29th of Auguſt laſt, with 
a Letter from me to your Lordſhip, intimating my 
Deſire of meeting with you at Sea, to enter upon 
any Service your Lordſhip ſhould think adviſe- 
able, on ſuch Intelligence as I had to lay before 

ou. 

, Soon after (on the fifth of this Month) the Con- 
voy with the Store Ships happily arrived, having, 
I thank God, had a moſt providential Eſcape from 
the Hurricane that befel the Leeward Iſlands, which 
Captain Rentone, who arrived here the 13th, had a 
Share of. But as they were deep-laden Ships, they 
probably would not have come off ſo well; and we 
ſhould have been in a melancholy Plight, if any Miſ- 
fortune had befallen them; for in the moſt material 
Article for ſecuring our Standing Maſts, they came 
out ſo deficient now, that I have been obliged to 
purchaſe Eight large Shrowd-Hawſers, to compleat 
my Ships for the Sea; and I am in hopes now to 
have moſt of them ready in ten Days, or I ſhall be 
coming to Sea myſelf by that Time, leaving Orders 
for thoſe that are not, to follow me. 

Capt. Rentone brought me your Lordſhip's oblig- 
ing Favour of the 22d of June, and I am much 
obliged to your Lordſhip tor the favourable Opi- 
nion you are ſo good to conceive of me : And 
the amiable Character I have always heard your 
Lordſhip mentioned in, gives me a full Perſuaſion 
that we ſhall jointly carry on his Majeſty's Ser- 
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vice, with that perfect Union and good Under- 
ſtanding that ought to ſubſiſt between the Officers 
of the ſame Royal Maſter; and I aſſure your 
Lordſhip, that on my part, I am ſincerely diſpoſed 
to cultivate the moſt entire Friendſhip with your 
Lordſhip. And from your Lordſhip's and my 
own natural Tempers, I apprehend no Fear of any 
Difagreement, and hope we ſhall be mutually on 
our Guard to prevent it- from the Influence of 
others. 

From the Poſtſcript of your Lordſhip's Letter, I 
find you are under the ſame Apprehenſions that I 
am, left your Arrival at Port Royal might be fatal 
to the Body of Troops under your Command, from 
the Spirit of Drunkenneſs it might introduce amongſt 
them. And I affure your Lordſhip I am ſo much 
of that Opinion, as to apprehend it might coſt us as 
great Loſs of Men as a general Action; and for 
that Reaſon I am hurrying to Sea all that poſſibly I 
can, to prevent it, in order to lay be fore your Lord- 
ſhip all the Intelligence I have procured, and to 
propoſe a Plan of Operations, if his Majeſty's In- 
ſtructions leave it to our Deliberation. 

And as Captain Rentone mentions there being 
ſome Apprehenſions of a French War, it is in my 
Apprehenſion more materially neceſſary that our 
Rendezvous ſhould be on the S. W. Part of Hiſpa- 
niola, as we ſhall be at hand to act there, and 
have both Cart hagena and St. Jago under our Lee, 
to proceed to, as ſhall be moſt adviſeable: For 1 
have ſo many Objections againſt the Havanna, that 
I never can be a Voluntier in that, but ſhall always 
pay due Obedience to his Majeſty's Orders. It is 
now the ſickly Seaſon at Carthagena, which does not 
end til] the Middle or latter End of November, and 
we muſt avoid that Place till that Seaſon is over. 


But not to lie Idle; Sr. Fago would employ that 
vacant 
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vacant Time, and the Men be kept in better 
Health there than at Jamaica. 

I apprehend your Lordſhip could not get to Sea 
ſooner than the latter End of Ju, and as large 
Bodies move ſlowly, conclude you will not reach 
the Weſt End of Hiſpaniola this Month, and there- 
fore am in hopes to be there in time to meet you 
myſelf. But for fear I thould not, I ſend Captain 
Berkeley in the Windſor, to lie in the Way to meet 
your Lordſhip z and deſire, if you think it proper, 
you. ſhould anchor in thoſe Bays to the S. W. of 
Hiſpaniela, and give me time to come and join you 
there; and I ſhall bring with me all I can think of 
to be neceſſary for our Expedition; and we can 
ſend to Jamaica for all your Lordſhip apprehends 
to be wanting, and can be furniſnh'd there. 

- Having tired your Lordſhip with a long Letter, 
it is time to relieve you with the Concluſion, and 


to aſſure you, that, with a juſt Eſteem for your Per- 
ſon and Merit, I am, 


My Lorp, 

Bur ford, in Port Royal Your L,or DS8H1P's moſt 
Hauben, St. 21, Obedient, bumble Servant, 
1740. E. V 

TU LIMA 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


LORD CAILTHGdIRT. 


My LorD, 
BY my firſt Letter to your Lordſhip of the 2 iſt 
of September, your Lordſhip will obſerve I 
was preparing to meet you, and under an Appre- 
henſion of being too late for doing it, at a Ren- 
dezvous I have choſen, as both moiſt * 
or 


[4] 


vice, with that perfect Union and good Under- 
ſtanding that ought to ſubſiſt between the Officers 
of the ſame Royal Maſter; and I aſſure your 
Lordſhip, that on my part, I am ſincerely diſpoſed 
to cultivate the moſt entire Friendſhip with your 
Lordſhip. And from your Lordſhip's and my 
own natural Tempers, IL apprehend no Fear of any 
Difagreement, and hope we ſhall be mutually on 
our Guard to prevent it- from the Influence of 
others. 

From the Poſtſcript of your Lordſhip's Letter, I 
find you are under the ſame Apprehenſions that I 
am, leſt your Arrival at Port Royal might be fatal 
to the Body of Troops under your Command, from 
the Spirit of Drunkennels it might introduce amongſt 
them. And I aſſure your Lordſhip I am ſo much 
of that Opinion, as to apprehend it might coſt us as 
great Loſs of Men as a general Action; and for 
that Reaſon I am hurrying to Sea all that poſſibly I 
can, to prevent it, in order to lay be fore your Lord- 
ſhip all the Intelligence I have procured, and to 
propoſe a Plan of Operations, if his Majeſty's In- 
{trations leave it to our Deliberation. 

And as Captam Rentone mentions there being 
ſome Apprehenſions of a French War, it is in my 
Apprehenſion more materially neceſſary that our 
Rendezvous ſhould be on the S. W. Part of Hiſpa- 
niola, as we ſhall be at hand to act there, and 


have both Carthagena and St. Jago under our Lee, 


to proceed to, as ſhall be moſt adviſeable: For 1 
have ſo many Objections againſt the Havanna, that 
I never can be a Voluntier in that, but ſhall always 
pay due Obedience to his Majeſty's Orders. It is 
now the ſickly Seaſon at Cart hagena, which does not 
end till the Middle or latter End of November, and 
we muſt avoid that Place till that Seaſon is over. 


But not to lie Idle; Sr. Jago would employ that 
vacant 
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vacant Time, and the Men be kept in better 
Health there than at Jamaica. 

I apprehend your Lozdſhip could not get to Sea 
ſooner than the latter End of Judy, and as large 
Bodies move ſlowly, conclude you will not reach 
the Weſt End of Hiſpaniola this Month, and there- 
fore am in hopes to be there in time to meet you 
myſelf. But for fear I thould not, I ſend Captain 
Berkeley in the Windſor, to lie in the Way to meet 
your Lordſhip z and defire, if you think it proper, 
you ſhould anchor in thoſe Bays to the S. W. of 
Hiſpaniola, and give me time to come and jom you 
there; and I ſhall bring with me all I can think of 
to be neceſſary for our Expedition; and we can 
ſend to Jamaica for all your Lordſhip apprehends 
to be wanting, and can be furniſh'd there. 

Having tired your Lordſhip with a long Letter, 
it is time to relieve you with the Concluſion, and 
to aſſure you. that, with a juſt Eſteem for your Per- 
ſon and Merit, I am, 


My Lorp, 

Burford, in Fort Royal Tour Lor Ds8HiP's moſt 
Harbour, Sept. 21, Obeadtent, bumble Servant, 
1740. E. V 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


LORD CATHCART. 


W Lok p, 
BY my firſt Letter to your Lordſhip of the 2 iſt 
of September, your Lordihip will obſerve I 
was preparing to meet you, and under an Appre- 
henſion of being too late for doing it, at a Ren- 


dezvous 1 have choſen, as both moſt W 
or 
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for reeruiting our Water, (if wanted) and for ſteer- 
ing afterwards to any Part his Majeſty's Orders 
might direct, or that ſhould be approved of on 
Joint Conſultation, if that ſhall be left to our Deli- 
beration. 

But here I have found the Scene ſtrangely 
changed from the flattering Hopes I ſet out with, 
having on the 12th Inſtant ſpoke with a Sloop, 
that came from Falmouth the 22d of Auguſt, bound 
to the Bay of Honduras ; who informed me that 
Sir John Norris, with the Grand Fleet, had been 
put into Torbay with Weſterly Winds, and that he 
believed your Lordſhip and the Tranſports were 
remaining at Spithead, he having himſelf turned 
down the Channel with a Weſterly Wind; and 
well knowing the Difficulties and Uncertainties of 
getting a great Fleet of Tranſports out of the 
Channel in a latter Part of the Year, I cannot but 
dread the Conſequence, and lament your Lordſhip's 
not being ſent out in the Spring of the Year, the 
only certain Seaſon for Eaſterly Winds. 

And to back this Diſappointment, I diſcovered 
the ſame Day, upon examining a Spaniſh Lieute- 
nant, that we have taken in a Brigantine ſince my 
coming, out, loaden with Powder and Arms, that 
he ſailed out of Ferro! the 2oth of July, our Style, 
with the Squadron of Twelve Sail of Spaniſh Men 
of War, from 60 to 80 Guns, under the Com- 
mand of Don Rodrigo de Torres, a Liſt of which I 
ſend your Lordſhip incloſed ; and that they brought 
with them two Thouſand Soldiers, beſides the Com- 
plement of their Ships, the S. Philip having on 
board near 1100 Men; that they arrived at Porto 
Rico the 9th of September, and that he failed in 
Company with that Squadron from thence on the 
25th of September, they being gone, as he 75 for 
Carthogena, and having ordered him away for the 


City 
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City of St. Domingo; but that through the Igno- 
rance of his Pilot, Lee Currents, and Calms, he 
had fallen to Leeward; A lucky Incident for 
my thus early getting this Intelligence! which I 
may expect further Particulars of, having a clean 
60 Gun Ship cruizing, for the Purpoſe of watching 
their Motions, off Car/hagena. 

The Enemy arrived with ſo powerful a Squadron, 
and no certain Advices when to expect your Lord- 
ſhip, makes ſo melancholy a Change of the Scene 
with me, that I hardly know what Reſolution to 
take. But as from Advices, picked up from Sloops 
in my Cruize, I may expect the Convoy with the 
Troops from the Northern Colonies ſoon to be 
here, I intend continuing for ſome few Days in-this 
Neighbourhood, both for their Security, in hopes of 
meeting ſome more favourable Advices of your 
Lordſhip, and for the Security of a homeward-bound 
Fleet from Port Royal. And I leave Capt. Stapleton 
in my preſent Station, to the Southward of Tibe- 
ron, to cruize for your Lordſhip, and to deliver 
you my Letters, and am going to a freſh Rendez- 
vous to the-N. W. of the Cape. g 

I have got with me 150 of the Blacks raiſed for 
your Service in Jamaica, and expect more by my 
next Ships, and think we want nothing they can 
furniſh us from thence ; fo that I am ſtill of Opi- 
nion, if this meets your Lordſhip, for our Rendez- 
vouling in theſe Bays to the Northward of the 
Cape, and there forming the Reſolutions for what 
Services ought firſt to be entcred upon. 

With my Prayers for a ſpeedy and happy Meet- 
ing with your Lordſhip, I am, 


My LokrD, 
Bur ford, at Sea, off of Your LORDSHI1P's moſt 
Cape Tiberon, the Obedient, bumble Servant, 


14th of O#. 1740, E. v 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


LORD CAHTHCAERT 


My Lond, 
Serd to meet your Lordſhip, Captain Renlone, 


who can fully inform your Lordſhip of the $pa- 
wards Strength at Caribagena, and their ſeeming 
reſent Views; and to acquaint you of the Breſt 
and Toulon Squadrons, under the Marquis 7 Antin, 
being joined at Port Louis, and having brought 
down with them eightcen hundred Men raiſed in 
Mortinique, and forge Mention of further Reinſorce- 
ments expected. 

I am ready with my Squad ron for the Sea, pur- 
ſuen: to my Orders, which are to keep en till 
your Lordſhip's Arrival, when I am to expect Or- 
ders, having properly none at preſent. 

But as this Situation of the Frexch, makes it, in 
my Opinion, abſolutely neceſſary we ſhould in ſome 
ſort be ſecure of them, before we can reaſonably 
think of any Thing elle; I ſend Captain Rentone 
to inform your Lordſhip of my Sentiments what 
eught to be done, and that if your Lordſhip, 
and others it may be confided to, find you have 

r Orders to authoriſe us ſo far, and judge 
it may be moſt convenient for you to ſtop and wa- 
ter at the Bays between Cape Tiberon and Cape 
Donna Maria, I will, upon the firſt Notice ſent 
me, immediately come up and join you, that no 
Time may be loſt in taking the earlieſt Meaſures 
in ſo neceſſary a Step, for ſecuring Succeſs to all fu- 
ture Proceedings. 

As Captain Rentone. will tully explain my Mean- 


ing to your Lordſhip, 1 have only to aſſure you of 
the 
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the high Eſteem I have for the amiable Character 
you are repreſented to me in by all my Friends, 
and that I have the warmeſt Inclination for con- 
tracting a ſincere Friendſhip with your Lordſhip, 
and for executing the Orders of our Royal Maſter 
pas the utmoſt Harmony and good Underſtanding, 
and am, 


My Lox p, 
Burford, in Port Rexal Your Log DSUIP's moſt 
* — 90s Obedient, humble Servant, 
/ 40. E U 
ren 
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My Lord Duke, | 
11 Jaft Letters to your Grace were ſo late as 
the 7th of November from hence, ſince my 
Return hither on the 2d of November, from my 
Cruize off Cape Tiberon, in hopes of meeting my 
Lord Cathcart there; and on the 1 3th arrived here 
the Seahorſe, Captain Limeburner, with your Grace's 
Orders and Letters of the 22th of September. 

The certain News of the Enemy's Reinforce- 
ments, and no Certainty when I may be reinforced 
for being of any Service to his Majeſty, are melan- 
choly Reflections for me. But nothing ſhall diſ- 
courage me from faithfully diſcharging my Duty 
to our Royal Maſter, to the beſt of my Abilities, 
with the Means I am furniſhed with ; for fince my 
being in Command here, my only Reinforcements 
| have been three Fireſhips, two Bomb-Ketches, two 
Sixty-Gun Ships that came out with the laſt Store- 
ſhips, and the two T'wenty-Gun Ships that brought 


out your Grace's Letters of July and September, 
C and 
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and now Captain Cy/act, Convoy to the Northern 


Tranſports. 
As to ſecuring the Squadron and the Harbour of 


— I have formed a Diſpoſition for it, and 


have already e my Fireſhips and diſabled Ships 
there; and ſhould make little doubt of defending 
it againſt the Spaniards, and their Auxiharies, were 
they all here. And as to the Harbour of Port Royal, 
I ſhall chule to be filent, till I can give my Opinion 
of it without Apprehenſion of its falling into the 
Enemy's Hands; for I find my Sentiments in 
many Things to differ from the common received 
Opinions, 

And as to the incloſed Copy of a Letter from 
Colonel Blakeney, I know it contains the current 
Reports in thoſe Parts, which I full well know to 
be very ill founded, and conſequently the Conclu- 
ſion drawn from ſuch miſtaken Premiſes can be 
made little Account of. And I believe, when your 
Grace compares the Evidences I have ſent you 
againſt theſe Vulgar Reports, your Grace will think 
them of little Conſequence. 


I have care fully obſerved your Grace's Directions 


for procuring the belt Intelligence in my Power, 
and ſhall continue to do ſo, till I may receive our 
Royal Maſter's Orders by my Lord Cathcart, or any 

other way his Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to direct. 
am glad to be able to acquaint your Grace, 
that I have luckily met with pretty late Intelligence 
of the Motions and Deſigns of our Enemies, partly 
by a French Sloop, taken as ſhe came out of S-. 
Jogo, by one of my Cruizers, Captain Marre, in 
the Squirrel, and brought in here the 25th of No- 
vember. She threw over-board one of her Packets, 
that were the Diſpatches for Spain; but truſted to 
hiding the Packet they had for the French General 
Monlicur Larnage. And I ſend you incloſed Co- 
pics 
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pies of the laſt Letters of the gth of November, 
new Stile, from Caribagena, from his Excellency 
Don Blaſs de Lezo, the Spaniſþ Admiral, to Mon- 
ſieur Larnage, and his Homme d' Afaire Mr. Segre- 
tier; and one from Don Blaſ5's Commiſſary to the 
laid Mr. Segretier, by his Order; and likewiſe Co- 
pies of four Spaniſh Letters, two trom the Governor 
of the Havanna, and two from the Governor of 
St. Jago, three of them directed to his Excellency 
Mr. Larnage, and the fourth to the French Gover- 
nor of Port Frangors ; and a Copy likewiſe of the 
Reſult of a Council of the Royal Officers at the 
Havanna, tor conveying their Money for paying 
their Garriſons at Porto Rico and St. Domingo, and 
Supplying their Ships ſafely, by the Aſſiſtance 
of the French, and under the Protection of French 
Colours. And this Sloop had accordingly on 
board twelve Thouſand Pieces of Eight, tor the 
Pay of the Garriſons in Porto Rico, which fully 
proves what I have often hinted to your Grace. 
that his Excellency Monſieur Larnage is a general 
Agent to the Spaniards, for covering the King of 


; Spain's Money for the Service of his Ships and 
: Troops, and ſupplying them with all the Provi- 
y ſions and Stores they want. And I fend your Grace 


likewiſe incloſed, Copies of a Tranſcript from two 
Spaniſh Letters trom Land Officers that came over 
in the Squadron, which ſeem to confirm what ! 
formerly ſuggeſted to your Grace were my Appre- 
henſions, that they would be moving off with the 
Golden Fleece with all Expedition; but I hope 
in Cod it will not fall out to be before the Succours 
deſigned me arrive here. And you have likewite 
incloied, a Copy of a Land Officer's Journal on 

boar. tle Spanrſh Squadron. 
On the 20th of November, the Torrington, Capt. 
Kiige;, brought me in here a Spaniſh Sloop he had 
+I taken 
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taken the Day ſhe came out of Pert Louis, but he 
had thrown his Letters over-board, if he had any, 
which he would not confeſs ; but I will ſend you 
the Maſter home, (who is a Genoeſe, and ſpeaks 


* Engliſh) that your Grace may examine him yourſelf; 


for he is an artful Canary Bird, and ſays he re- 
ſided eight Years at Gibraltar. By him, however, 
J learnt the firſt Advice of the Bit Squadron, un- 
der the Marquis 4*.antin, being arrived at Port 
Louis; and was greatly ſurprized to learn they had 
been there even all the Time I was laſt cruizing off 
their Coaſt, and had watered amongſt their Settle- 
ments, without the leaſt Intimation of it from any 
one ; and even Captain Mayne, whom I afterwards 
detach'd to Leogane, with my Letter for his Excel- 
lency Mr. Larnage, and who dined with the Com- 
mandant in his Abſence, and was well received by 
him, never met there the leaſt Intimation of it. 
One Thing appeared to give Suſpicion, there was 
ſomething to be concealed, which was, that an 
Engliſh Watch-maker reſiding there had a Centry 
upon him, and defired ſome of our Officers that 
paſſed by his Houſe, not to ſpeak to him, as he 
was under Orders not to anſwer any Queſtions, 
They brought with them twelve hundred Men 
raiſed at Martinique, and three of their difabled 
Ships, left to follow them, were to bring down fix 
Lundred more, who probably are ſince arrived. 

It ſeems as if their firſt Orders were in Confor- 
mity to the Marquis de Fenelon's Declarations z but 
by their ſtationing themſelves to Windward of us, 
and collecting all their Forces there, it looks as if 
their Views were calculated againſt this Iſland, 
whenever they ſhall receive Orders for acting more 
openly againſt us; for your Grace will ſee from 
what is ſent you incloſed, under-hand they aſſiſt the 
Enemy in every thing. And the great — 

1. 
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they endeavour to preſerve, ſerves to fix me in the 
Opinion, that their Deſigns are againſt this Iſland, 

I ſhall watch all their Motions, as far as I can 
ſafely do it by my Cruizers, with all poſſible Dili- 
gence and Attention, as I thank God I have hither- 
to done with very good Succeſs ; and I am glad 1 
can acquaint you, that all the Northern Tranſports 
are at laſt arrived here in ſafety. 

I ſend your Grace likewiſe incloſed, a Copy of 
the Declaration the Marquis de Chavagnac left for 
me, being his Account of the Tranſactions with 
Captain Herbert, whoſe Accounts you have already 
had ſent you ; and I propoſe ſending Capt. Herbert 
home Convoy to the next homeward-bound Fleet, 
to ſpeak for himſelf in that Affair. 

As I well know the beſt way to diſtreſs the 
Enemy here, with their large Fleets, is to keep 
them from having Supplies of Proviſions from our 
Northern Colonies, or Ireland, I have already taken 
upon me to write to all the Governors of our 
Northern Colonies, not to permit any Proviſions 
going from them, but what Security ſhould be given 
for, for their being landed in his Majeſty's Colonies 
only, where all they can raiſe will be wanted, and 
ought not to be permitted to go to either French or 
Dutch; and I fend your Grace incloſed a Copy of 
my Circular Letters to them all; and by the Spaniſh 
Admiral's Letters, your Grace will ſee that Pre- 
ſumption was well founded. 

My Intelligence of the Arrival of the Sam 
Squadron, coming in time to the Merchants, juſt 
before the Convoy with their Trade for Porto Bella 
was ready to Sail, they choſe not to run the 
Riſque tor the preſent ; but I am every Day now 
expecting the Return of Capt. Boſcazwen, who went 
Convoy to the Trade for the South Keys. 


Finding 
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Finding by theſe Letters they did not ſeem to 
have any Intentions of going to Porto Bello, J have 
been fiſhing for Intelligence amongſt the private 
Men belonging to the Sloop, who were Part of 
the Crews of Don b&/a/s's Squadron at Cariha- 
gena, how far it was practicable for them to cele- 
brate their Fair at Cart hagena. One ſaid, that 
he did hear they were to go to Porto Bello, but 
not to ſtir till the French Squadron ſhould join 
them, and that he has ſcen large Quantities of 
Goods carried within Land upon Mules, and has 
heard that the Major Part of their Cargo is already 
fold. | 

For the reſt, it is by all agreed, that the Gal- 
leons are in a very bad Condition, and not above 
three of them will ever be able to go out, and they 
mult be careened ; that great Quantities of Goods 
are alrcady fold, and that above twenty Champanas 
(which are large flat-bottomed Boats) were loading 
when he came away, in order to carry him up the 
River. Megdelaine, and that he has heard the Digua 
is now open, and that at any time of the Year 
they may paſs, whereas formerly they could only 
do it in the rainy Seaſons; that ſome Sums of 
Money were already paid for the Goods in Cartha- 
gena, but that the main Treaſure, it's ſaid, was to 
be brought by the Limenians, to the City of Onda, 
near Santa Fe; but whether the Galzoni/tas are to 
go thither to receive it, or the Limenians to bring 
it down to Carihagena, they cannot tell; and that 
they heard nothing of their going to Porto Bello, 
nor can conceive why they thould, when molt of 
their Cargo is already ſold. 

Juſt without the Grand Baru is the Mouth of 
the River, that is ſaid to lead into the great River 
Magdelaine; and the Entry of that River into the 
Magdelaiue, is what I underſtand to be called the 

Digua, 
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Digua, which was not reckoned to be open but a 
few Weeks in the rainy Seaſon, but they now ſay 
it continues open, which facilitates their Affairs by 
getting Water Carriage to Onda ; but from thence 
to Popayan, and ſo to Quito and Lima, I cannot 
hear but it muſt be all Mule Carriage ; and the 
great Expence this mutt put them to, ſufficiently 
manifeſts what they muſt have ſuffered by the de- 
ſtroying of Porto Bello. And the want of Succours 
to have puſhed thoſe Succeſſes in due time, is a me- 
lancholy Reflection to your Grace, and all who 
wiſh well to the Intereſts of our Royal Maſter, and 
the Proſperity of their Country. 

Captain Limeburner in the Seahorſe, has met with, 
off the Tortuga, a Spaniſh Ship of fixteen Guns and 
fifty Men, commanded by a Spaniſh Enſign, who 
failed from Ferro! the 21ſt of Ofober, new. Stile, 
bound for the Hayanna, which he brought in here 
the 4th of December. His Loading is Iron Cannon 
of twenty-four and eighteen Pounders, Iron Shot 
and Bar Iron; but he will not yet confeſs that he 
had any Packets for the Spauiſb Governors, which 
doubt not but he had, but tear he has thrown 
them over-board. 

I muſt not conclude without informing your 
Grace, there are but little Proviſions yet arrived on 
account of the Land Forces, beſides the Month's 
Proviſions for the Northern Colony Troops, that 
arrived here with thoſe Tranſports, for the Uſe of 
thoſe Forces; and the Contractors Agent has no 
Directions at all about thoſe Forces. 

On the th of December returned from his Cruize 
off Carthagena, Captain Rentone in the Experiment 
and I ſend your Grace incloſed the moſt material 
Extracts from his Journal, and likewiſe a Copy of 
a Letter from Don Felix Zeldran, who is Captain of 
the Don Carlos, one of the Ships that came out 


with 
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with the Viceroy of Santa Ee, and ſeems to confirm 
the former Intelligence, that Don Rodrigo de Torres 
certainly intends to be moving off ſpeedily for the 
Havanna, with ſuch Part of the Treaſure as they 
have yet been able to collect together. But if my 
intended Succour arrives but in time, I ſhall be glad 
to diſpute that Point with him. 

The ſame Day came in here the Princeſs Louiſa, 
Capt. Stapleton, from cruizing off Cape Tiberon, 
having met the incloſed Intelligence, which I fend 
you, of the Arrival of the Toulon Squadron, with 
M. de Rocbealard, at Port Louis, which he juſtly 
Judged material for my immediate Information, 
purſuant to his Orders. 

The French gathering all their Force together 
within two Days Sail of this Iſland, and owning 


they expect ſpeedily Orders for a War againſt Bri- 


tain, I cannot conjecture otherwiſe but that their 
Views are againſt this Iſland ; and I have commu- 
nicated my Intelligence and Thoughts to his Excel- 
lency Mr. Trelawney, and he has laid them before 
his Aſſembly that are now ſitting. 

The laſt Advices I had by the George, one of our 
Storeſhips, (that has happily arrived in ſafety, af- 
ter the Imprudence of venturing without a Convoy 
with ſo rich a Cargo of his Majeity's. Stores, which 
are a very providential Supply to me) give me me- 
lancholy Apprehenſions as to the ſpeedy Arrival 
of the Succours deſigned me, the Maſter relating, 
that he left Sprithead the 29th of September, and 
ſpoke with Sir Chaloner Ogle before he failed, who 
told him, he could not be ready to fail in leſs 
than ten Days or a Fortnight ;-—and who can 
anſwer for his having an Eaſterly Wind when he 
wants it, eſpecially at a Seaſon when Weſterly 
Winds are the common Channel Winds? I rely 


on God's good Providence to favour his Majeſty's 
Forces 
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Forces in it, having met many remarkable Inſtances 
of it during my Command here; and can only add, 
that, at all Events, I will diſcharge my Duty to 
our Royal Maſter, in Defence of this Iſland, and 
the Trade of his Majeſty's Subjects, to the beſt of 
my Abilities, with the unequal Forces I have under 
my Command : And I thought it my Duty, to ſend 
you, by Expreſs, all theſe late Intelligences I have 
ſo luckily procured, for informing your Grace of 
our melancholy Situation here. 

And I muſt add this Remark, that whilſt the 
French are allowed to be Maſters of theſe Seas, as 
they will command both Channels of Acceſs to us, 
both to the Southward and Northward of Hiſpaniola, 
I do not fee how any Thing can arrive in Safety to 
us, either by way of Commerce, or Supply of Stores 
and Proviſions ; fo that even the Fear of Starving 
will be a growing Evil, unleſs we are timely relieved. 

I have got it fiſhed out from the Prize Captain 
Limeburner brought in here, that they had Packet: 
tor the Spaniſh Governors, which the Enſign threw 
over-board according to his Orders ; and have 
learn'd that Admiral Pizarro was failed with five 
Sail of Men of War after Commodore Anſon for the 
South Seas. 

E muſt not omit mentioning to your Grace, that 
our South Sea Company's Agents here have been 
with me, to inform me of their being appointed 
Agents to the Contractors for ſupplying the Sub- 
ſiſtance- Money for the Army, which I find they 
compute at a greater Monthly Expence than the 
ſuppoſed Currency of this Iſland amounts to, and 
therefore apprehend great Difficulties in it. They 
have been trying, now the Aſſembly is ſitting, if 
they could be prevailed on to admit a Paper 
Currency to ſupply it, but cannot ſucceed in that; 
and will, by the Occaſion of my Expreſs, ſend their 
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Reaſons to their Conſtituents, why larger Sums 
than were intended will be abſolutely neceſſary to 
be tranſmitted hither z which I think another good 
Reaſon for my diſpatching this Expreſs, to prevent 
any Diſappointments. 

I have my beſt-ſailing Ship, the Squirrel, juſt 
now cleaned, and getting ready for the Sea with 
all Expedition, intending to employ her in fiſhing 
for the Aviſo, which the Spaniſh Captain ſays in his 
Letter, they are ſpeedily expecting ; as any good 
Luck in intercepting her, might give us a clear In- 
ſight into all their future Views. 

I have acquainted your Grace already, that before 
my laſt going to Sea, I had, at the Governor's Re- 
queſt, to facilitate his raiſing the five hundred Blacks 
deſired by my Lord Cathcart for the Service of the 
Artillery, conſented to their being borne on his 
Majeſty's Ships for Wages and Victuals as ordinary 
Seamen. Upon my Return from Sea, finding the 
Uncertainty of his Lordſhip's Arrival, I got the 
Governor to take them on ſhore again, and for ſe- 
curing their ſpeedy Return on any Occaſion, I or- 
dered them the Payment of ordinary Seamen's 
Wages : And I muſt deſire your Grace to ſend the 
neceſſary Orders to the Admiralty, approving what 
I did in it, as the Navy-Board will expect ſuch an 
Order for allowing that Payment, which, by their 
being ſoon re-landed, has very little exceeded five 
hundred Pounds, 

A Letter coming juſt now to hand from Captain 
Boſcatven at the South Keys, 1 ſend your Grace in- 
cloſed a Copy of it, and perceive the ſtrong North 
Winds, reigning at this Seaſon on the North Side 
of Cuba, haye neither ſpared Friend nor Foe, that 
unfortunately fell in their way. 

I have diſpatched Captain Rentone to Sea, to 
cruize off Cape Jiberon ſor meeting my Lord 
| Cathcart, 
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Cathcart, and communicating to him my Senti- 
ments on the preſent Poſture of his Majeſty's Af- 
fairs, and to let him know my Squadron are all ready 
to put to Sea at a Minute's Warning; and aſſure 
your Grace, nothing ſhall be wanting on my Part, 
faithfully to diſcharge my Duty to our Royal Ma- 
ſter, to the beſt of my Abilities, with the Means in 
my Power. I am, 
My Lord Duke, 
1 Your Grace's moſt 
Burford, in Port Royal Obedient, and moſt 
Harbour, Dectmb. io,. Dęvoted, Humble Servant, 


1740. 
EV. 
P. S. I ſend your Grace incloſed, a Letter from 
Colonel Gooch. 
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To the Right Honourable Lord Ca r HART. 

My LoRsp, 

Thank God, I have at laſt received certain Ad- 

vice of your Lordſhip's being at Sea with Sir 
Chaloner Ogle, by a Merchant Ship arrived here, 
that ſailed with you from Spitbead, and ſeparated 
from the Convoy about ninety Leagues from Scilly. 

For Months paſt I have had my Cruizers at Sea, 
with Letters for your Lordſhip, and the beſt Ad- 
vice I could ſend you for his Majeſty's Service, ac- 
cording to the Situation of Affairs at the Time I 
wrote them; and Captain Rextone is at Sea now on 
the ſame Service, with all thoſe Letters to your 
Lordſhip from me. 

You will obſerve in them all, that I have ad- 
viſed againſt your Lordſhip's coming directly hi- 
ther, from the great Delay, and many other fatal 
Conſequences I apprehended would reſult from it 
and this I find now to be the Opinion of all my 
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Officers that I have diſcourſed with on the Subject, 
as well as myſelf ; and Captain Rentone had my 
verbal Orders to explain it more at large to your 

Lordſhip. 

- The Breſt and Toulon Squadrons being joined, and 
having poſted themſelves juſt to Windward of us at 
Port Louis, and brought with them 1800 Men rai- 
ſed at Martinique; I cannot imagine to be with any 
other View, than immediately to attack this Iſland, 
whenever we ſhould ſet out on any Expedition, to 
attempt any thing on any Part of the Spaniſh Terri- 
tories. | 

And as, thus poſted, they would be Maſters of 
this INand, and all our Trade, whenever we ſhould 
move from hence, and leave it expoſed to them; I 
cannot but judge it to be abſolutely neceſſary for his 
Majeſty's Service, that theſe Auxiliary Forces of 
the Spaniards ſhould be firſt ſecured, before it can 
be fate for us to attempt any thing elſe ; and fear, 
without it, the whole of this Expedition will be 
rendered fruitleſs. 

Your Lordſhip will be beſt capable of judging 
of the Latitude of our Orders, mine, for ſome time 
paſt, having only referred me to what are to come 
with your Lordſhip ; and I hope they will extend to 
enable us to ſerve his Majeſty effectually. 

And for taking it timely into Conſideration, be- 
fore the Opportunity is loſt for it, I cannot but ſend 
it as my Advice to your Lordſhip, that the moſt 
proper Place for conſidering of it, will be in the 
Bays between Cape T:beron and Cape Donna Maria, 
where we ſhall be at hand immediately to execute 
whatever ſhall be judged moſt for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice; and Captain Trevor will explain to your 
Lordſhip what I particularly mean by it. 

This Rendezvous, in all Events, would enable us 
molt expeditiouſly to water the Fleet and Tranſ- 
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ports; and whatever is wanting, and can be had 
from hence, may have ſufficient Convoys for bring- 
ing it to us ſecurely; for with what Force I could 
bring, and is come out with your Lordſhip, I think 
we can never be ſo well provided, ſpeedily to reco- 
ver, by Diligence, what has been loſt by Delay. 
And, in my Apprehenſion, I aſſure your Lordſhip, 
this is the only Meaſure we can flatter ourſelves with 
Succeſs from. 

I have directed Sir Chalener Ogle, on your Lord- 
ſhip's approving of thoſe Bays as propereſt for our 
firſt general Rendezvous, to conduct the Fleet thi- 
ther, and ſend me immediately Notice of his In- 
tention ; and I hope to be with you before you can 
have compleated your watering, as I am ready to 
put to Sea at a Minute's Warning, and can leave 
Orders behind me for the ſpeedieſt Execution of 
whatever you may deſire of me by your Letters, or 
direct by your Orders to others. 

I affure your Lordſhip, I think your Arrival here 
with ſo large a Fleet of Tranſports, would be the 
Rock for this Expedition to ſplit on, through De- 
lays, and the many other fatal Conſequences that 
would reſult from it. Your Lordſhip has expe- 
rienced the Difficulty of getting out of Channel 
with a large Fleet of Tranſports with a fair Wind, 
and may eaſily imagine the greater Difficulty there 
will be to beat up to Windward with them with a 
contrary Wind, which muſt be the Caſe here; and 
beſides that Uncertainty, I fear a Month or fix 
Weeks would be loft before they could be got into 
the Sea again, if they wanted to water here; and 
this ſix Weeks is the Flower of Time, for expect- 
ing any Service from New-comers into theſe Cli- 
mates. 

I pray God direct you in what may be moſt for 
our Royal Maſter's Honour and Service; and = 
Wi 
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with a ſincere Eſteem for your Lordſhip from your 
amiable Character, | 


My Lok p, 
Burford, in Port Rexal Your LorRDSH1P's moſt 
Harbour, 7 amaica, Obedient, humble Servant, 


Dec. 26. 1740. E. v. 
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To his Grace the Duke of NI. 


My Lord Duke, 

M* laſt to your Grace was of the 12th of De- 

cember, which I thought of Conſequence to 
his Majeſty's Service to diſpatch home by Expreſs, 
by the Spy, Captain Hawes, who being juſt cleaned 
for that purpoſe, I flatter myſelf it will be in your 
Grace's Hands by the latter end of this Month. 
And I ſend Duplicates of it by the preſent Occaſion 
of the homeward-bound Fleet, going under Convoy 
of the Norwich, Captain Knight ; Captain Herbert, 
whom I was ſending home (that he might be at 
hand to anſwer for himſelf) dying here ſince my 
laſt: But the firſt Lieutenant, Mr. Vilſon, being 
the Officer ſent on board the French Snow, will be 
able to inform your Grace in all Particulars. 

A Merchant Ship that failed with Sir Chaloner 
Ogle from Spithead, and ſeparated from him ninety 
Leagues from Scilly on the 3 iſt of October, being 
arrived here a Fortnight, and ſome others ſince, 
that ſailed from the Downs the 5th of November, I 
am greatly ſurprized, that Sir Chaloner ſhould not 
yet ſo much as have diſpatched a Ship, to advile, 
me of his Proceedings and Orders, and when I 
might expect him. 

I have delayed writing, in daily Expectation of 
ſome Advices; but the Merchants having petitioned 
that the Convoy might ſail with them the eighth 

Inſtant, 
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Inſtant, I can no longer delay writing to your 
Grace, to inform you of the moſt material Occur- 
rences ſince my laſt ; and I cannot better explain 
them to your Grace, than by ſending you Copies 
of the orginal Papers in regard to them. 

The firſt is a Copy of a Letter ſent to me by 
his Excellency M. Larnage, the French Governor of 
Hiſpaniola, and my Anſwer to his ſaid Letter; the 
ſecond, my laſt Letter to my Lord Cathcart, now 
at Sea with Captain Trevor in the Strafford, who 
is cruizing to meet his Lordſhip off Cape Tiberon, 
for communicating to him thoſe my Sentiments 
and Advice on the preſent Poſture of his Majeſty's 
Affairs in theſe Seas ; and the third (ſent by Capt. 
Trevor likewiſe) is a Copy of my Letters and Or- 
ders to Sir Chaloner Ogle, for acting agreeably there- 
to, if ſuch my Sentiments and Advice meet my 
Lord Cathcart's Approbation, as being moſt for 
his Majeſty's Service. All I can fay for them more, 
is, that they are the Reſult of my matureſt Delibe- 
ration for his Majeſty's Service, and the more I re- 
flect on them, I cannot but think them the only 
effectual Meaſures that can be thought on. 

The French Governor's Letter was brought hither 
by one M. Le Clerc, as you will ſee, under pre- 
tence of Mercantile Buſineſs ; but both his Excel- 
lency Governor Tre/awney and myſelf, think it was 
principally to be a Spy upon our Proceedings, of 
which his Conduct here convinces me. I have 
not been wanting, on my Part, to employ others 
to be Spies upon him, and have diſcovered that 
he related to one of the Spaniſh Gentlemen ( a 
Priſoner with us) that he had lately been at Car- 
thagena, and that fourteen Sail of Spaniſh Men of 
War were all rigg'd, and had their Proviſions on 
board, and only waited the Marquis d' Antin's Di- 
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rections when they ſhould join him; and that it 
was reported at Hiſpaniola, that the Marquis was 
to go off Santa Mariba to meet them, and to re- 
turn again to Cape Tiberon to intercept our Fleet. 

I could almoſt wiſh the Marquis and his Coun- 
ſellors little enough acquainted with the Courle of 
the Winds at this Seaſon, to have appointed the 
Dons ſuch a Rendezous, which probably would 
have crippled half of them before they could have 
got to it, the Breezes blowing very ſtrong, and 
there being a great Sea on that Coaſt at this Sea- 
ſon. But as 1 have the Squirrel, Captain Warren, 
a clean Ship, and my beſt Sailor, now cruizing in 
that very Station, I am aſſured I ſhall not want 
timely Intelligence from thence, if any ſuch wild 
Schemes ſhould have come into their Heads: For 
even from Santa Martha, with a Squadron, they 
could not fetch Cape Tiberon, where I have my 
Cruizers likewiſe : And I am hourly expecting the 
Aſtrea, a clean Cruizer, from Port Antonio, which I 
intend for going directly off Carthagena, and re- 
turning immediately to me with an Account of 
the Diſpoſition he ſhall find the Enemy in. 

As I have no Cruizers clean enough at preſent 
to truſt off Port Louis, I cannot anſwer for it but 
the Marquis may be ſailed. But if he is, in my 
Apprehenſion, it will be to attend the Spaniſh Squa- 
dron, and ſee them ſafe to the Havanna, and (which 
is what I moſt apprehend) to convey the Golden 
Fleece ſafe off. 

I ſend your Grace likewiſe incloſed a Copy of a 
Memoral from the Maſter of a French Sloop, ſent in 
by a New-Zork Privateer, to his Excellency the 
Governor here. The Brutality of - theſe lawleſs 
Libertines gives us both great Concern, and he 
having requeſted me to ſend a Ship out, to ſeize 
Langden the New-York Privateer at Port Morant, 
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where he is ſaid to be, I immediately diſpatched 
Capt. Boſcawen out the 2d in the Morning, tho' 
he came in but the Evening before from the South 
Keys, and hope he will get there in time to bring 
him in, to anſwer for his brutal and illegal 
Proceedings. 

Capt. Boſcawen's Convoy had not all the Succeſs 
they could wiſh for, the two Dutchmen having ſo 
lately taken two hundred thouſand Dollars of the 
Don's Money: But his Goodnature and prudent ' 
Management have had very good Effects, in re- 
conciling the Spaniards to us, after the ill Im- 
preſſions given them by the vile Robbery committed 
by Edſbury, the Jamaica Privateer, who declared 
himſelf a Trader, and invited them by Letters as 
ſuch, and then plundered all that came. But they 
came at laſt to think themſelves ſecure under the 
King's. Officers, and he had all the Traders in 
general, in Confidence, coming freely on board his 
Ship; fo that I am perſwaded it will have very 
good Conſequences in Regard to our future Trade 
with them. 

Capt. Boſcatven is returned into Port this Even- 
ing, and has brought in with him Richard Langden's 
New-York Privateer Sloop, with the ſaid Captain, 
his r the Surgeon, and ſome Blacks; 
but all the reſt of the Men made their Eſcape 
aſhore, and are fled for it. But I hope the Go- 
vernor's Warrant will catch ſome of them, having 
immediately ſent him Advice of it. It appears 
now, the Crew of this Privateer was made up of 
thoſe that eſcaped Shipwreck of Edſbury's and 
Bennet's Crews, that had begun their Piratical 
Practices by declaring themſelves Traders at the 
South Keys and Baſtimentos, and then robbing all 
the Spaniards that came in Confidence to Trade 
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with them; ſo that their Inclinations are ſufficiently 
manifeſted for all Species of Piratical Practices. 

Capt. Rentone, in the Experiment, returned like- 

viſe into Port this Evening from a Cruize off Cape 
Tiberon. He once ſaw three large Ships lying off 
the Cape, which he took to be French Men of 
War, but they did not chace him ; and he only 
ſpoke with Eugliſb Veſſels bound down hither, and 
left Capt. Trevor, in the Strafford, cruizing in his 
Station. 

The Aſtrea is coming in, and I ſhall diſpatch her 
out in a Day or two for bringing me Intelligence 
of the Situation they are in at Carthagena; and I 
ſhall have a clean Cruizer ready in a Week, whoſe 
Heels I can depend upon, for making them a Viſit 
at Port Louis; for to ſend an ill Sailor, might be 
furniſhing them with Intelligence, inſtead of pro- 
Curing it. 

All I can know of certainty of the French Squa- 
drons, is, that they have not paſs'd Cape Tiberon; 
but I can't yet be certain they may not be gone for 
Carthagena ; but I ſhall be at a Certainty in that by 
the Return of the Area, which may be in leſs than 
a Fortnight. 

It may not be improper now to ſuggeſt to your 

Me! Grace, what I take to be the principal Reaſon that 
9 occaſions our Privateers to have leſs Diſcipline or 

if Order amongſt them; than thoſe of any other 
4 | Nation. Which I apprehend to be this; the Com- 
* miſſion is given to the Captain, for whoſe good 

19 Behaviour, according to his Inſtructions, the Owners 
9 give Bond; but the whole Power of the Sloop, and 

Direction of all her Proceedings, lie in a Perſon 

calPd the Company's Quarter-Maſter, whom they 

always chooſe for being the profligateſt Fellow in 
the Crew; and tho* he in Reality directs all, no 
one is Security for his good Behaviour. And it is 
ſurpriſing 
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ſurpriſing any one can ſubmit to ſuch a wretched 
Situation, as to be Captain of a Privateer, lorded 
over by the Company's Quarter Maſter ſupported 
by the Crew, who have choſen him for their 
Champion; and *till the Conſtitution is altered, 
I fear they will generally prove a Nurſery of 
Pirates. 

I thank God, his Majeſty's Forces have not yet 
met any Misfortunes from the ſuperior Power of 
the Spaxiards, and the more powerful Squadrons of 
their Auxiliaries; and that neither this Iſland, nor 
its Trade, have as yet ſuffer'd any Injuries from 
them. I watch all their Motions with all poſſible 
Care, and am taking all poſſible Precautions for the 
ſafe Paſſage of the preſent homeward-bound Fleet ; 
and ſhall in all Things endeavour to diſcharge my 
Truſt, with a Zeal and Circumſpection becoming a 
faithful Subject and Servant to our Royal Maſter, 
I am, 


My Lord Duke, 
Burford, in Port-Rexal Your Grace's moſt 
Harbour in Jamaica, Obedient, and Devoted 
J „ 17%. Humble Servant, 


EV. 


—_— 


To his Grace the Duke of N . 


My Lord Duke, 

A N unlucky Skirmiſh has happened off Cape 
Tiberon, in the Night, between ſome of Sir 
Chaloner Ogle's Cruizers and ſome French Men of 
Warcruizing there, occaſioned by their refuſingeither 
to ſend an Officer to our Ships to fatisfy them who 
they were, or to lie by for our Officers ſending on 
board of them, which ours fay they offer'd to do, 
as the Certainty could not be otherwiſe known. A 
E 2 Gun 
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Gun was fired to bring them to, which brought on an 
Action, till they came to ſtop, and Boats were ſent 
to clear up the Point who they were, in which our 
Officers being ſatisfied, nothing more paſſed than 
reciprocal Civilities. 

But this made me judge it neceſſary to detach 
out an additional Strength, of one ſeventy- gun Ship 
and two ſixty-gun Ships of my former Squadron, 
for ſecuring our homeward-bound Convoy, and 
ſecing them ſafe thro* the Capes of the Windward 
Paſſage ; and they are now going out with a fa- 
vourable Land Wind to carry them into the Sea, 
and this Letter 1s to go after them, not having 
Leiſure to write it before, from the perpetual hurry 
Jam in about giving neceilary Orders for repair- 
ing Damages, &c. for getting the Fleet ſpeedily 
into the Sca again, The homeward-bound Fleet 
ſailed the 8th from hence, and the ſame Day we 
had the joyful Appearance of ſome of Sir Chaloner 
Ogle's Fleet, with the long-wiſhed-for Succours 
but having little, flattering Winds, they did not 
any of them get in that Day, nor I hear from 
them till his Arrival here on the gth in the Even- 
ing: But I had, the Evening before, ſent them out 
my Captain with all my Pilots, ſo that, I thank 
God, we got them all ſafe in without any Accident. 

Heartily condoling with your Grace on the me- 
lancholy News they brought us, of the Loſs of ſo 
valuable and generally eſteem'd an Officer as my 
Lord Cathcart, I muſt proceed to acquaint you, that 
it gave me great Pleaſure, to find his worthy Suc- 
ceſſor, Mr. Wentworth, ſo fincerely diſpoſed to 
ſupply this great Loſs, and carry on his Majeſty's 
Service with all poſſible Harmony. And we, im- 
mediately on reading our Inſtructions, reſolved to 
loſe no Time in {ſetting about the Execution of 
them; and Mr. Wentworth, Sir Chaloner Ogle, Mr. 


Guy/e, 
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Guyſe, and myſelf, accordingly reſolv'd on going 
the next Morning (the roth) up to Spaniſh Town, 
to hold a Conſultation there with Mr. Trelawney. 
And it gives me great Pleaſure, to acquaint your 
Grace, that we were very unanimous in our Senti- 
ments and Reſolutions, of entering upon the ſpeedy 
Execution of our Inſtructions, agreeable to my 
Lords Juſtices Inſtructions of the 2 5th of September, 
which General Wentworth intending to ſend your 
Grace in Cypher, I chooſe to refer to, that being 
an Art I find no Talent nor Inclination in myſeif 
for learning. As we have promiſed each other, 
carefully to obſerve his Majeſty's Inſtructions for 
ating with all poſſible Harmony and good Under- 
ſtanding, I am perſuaded we ſhall give our Royal 
Maſter full Satisfaction with regard to them, and 
loſe neither Time not Opportunity to exert our 
utmoſt Abilities to ſerve his Majeſty faithfully, 
diligently and reſolutely, and with the utmoſt good 
Harmony, 

Having ſo much upon our Hands to do, I have 
not Time to add more at preſent, than that our 
unanimous Sentiments and Reſolutions were ſigned, 
and left in the Hands of Mr. Tre/awney ; and Ge- 
neral Y/entworth has ſent you a Copy in Cypher. 

With the juſteſt Senſe of being honoured with 
the Aſſurance of your Grace's Friendſhip, which I 
ſhall . ever ſtudy to deſerve by a faithful Diſcharge 


of my Truſt, 1am, 
My Lord Duke, 


Burford, in Port Royal Your Grace's moſt 
2 dere RR 1. Obedient and Devoted 
p Humble Servant, 
E. V. 


P. S. The Squirrel has brought in a French Slip, 


bound to Caribagena, with eight hundred A” 
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of Flour; and I am diſpatching her back to her 
former Station, 

As we are now thirty Sail of the Line, there 
was an abſolute Neceſſity for forming a third Divi- 
ſion ; and I have appointed Mr. Leftock, whom I 
know to be a good Officer, to be Commodore, 
with a Captain under him, for commanding the 
ſaid third Divition ; and you will be pleaſed to 
procure his Majeſty's Approbation of ſo neceſſary 
a Step for the ſucceſsfully executing his Orders. 


On ER 


To his Grace the Duke of Ns. 


My Lord Duke, 


M* laſt to you was of the 12th of January, by 
the Fleet going home under Convoy of the 


Norwich, Capt. Knight. From that Time to getting 
the Fleet to Seca, I was in a perpetual Hurry of 
Buſineſs for getting ready, well knowing that Delay 
was the fatal Rock that would certainly defeat our 
beſt Intentions. And conſidering what a very ſickly 
Condition many of the Ships came in, and the 
great Diſficulty of watering ſo great a Fleet in Port 
Royal Harbour (which had been impracticable in 
three times the Time without the previous Proviſion 
J had made for it by the Bridge, and the three 
Pumps I had fixed for it at the Rock Rivulet, 
which gave a Diſpatch even beyond my Expecta- 
tions, as we could fill four Longboats together, 
and all in twenty Minutes ;) and that we had 
four ſtanding Maſts to be repaired, three damaged 
by Shot, and one by Lightning, of which two 
were under a Neceſſity of being hove out, and re- 
paired aſhore ; and that all the Ships were to 
be ſupplied with Proviſions, and many with Stores; 
| think I may fay, never greater Diſpatch was given 

| tor 
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for getting a Fleet into the Sea, in any Country, 
all the Officers and Men manifeſting an univerſal 
Good- will for the Succeſs of this Expedition. 

And as we were ſo large a Fleet, and our Chan- 
nel, going out, ſo dangerous a one, I gave Orders 
for our going out only one Diviſion in a Day, for- 
warding thoſe that were to go firſt. Sir Chaloner 
Ogle got out, with his Diviſion, on the 22d of Ja- 
nuary, and Mr. Leſtock with his Diviſion, on the 
24th, I remaining myſelf to the laſt, for giving 
the neceſſary Orders. On the 26th I failed with 
my Diviſion, but the Winds proving flattering and 
faint that Day, I was obliged to anchor with them 
in the Channel, and the Auguſta, one of my Divi- 
ſion, was fallen ſo far to Leeward, as upon anchor- 
ing, to veer upon a Shoal a-{tern of her. Being 
anchored in my own Ship a little a-head of her, I 
immediately had her warped further a-head, with 
as much Expedition as could poſſibly be made 
againſt a great Swell ; and when I had got my 
own Ship ſecurely anchored, I employed the Boats 
of my Diviſion in running a Warp of Hawſers 
from the Auguſta to my Ship, and then by them 
hove one End of her beſt Bower-ſhots of Cables on 
board of me, to heave her off by : But by the 
Time we could get theſe Preparations ready, Night 
came on, and a Land Wind favouring us, ſhe 
ſwung off by the very Weight of her Cable draw- 
ing her off, before we had begun heaving on it. 
But as ſhe had beat off her Rudder, and had 
thump'd ſo as to make her very leaky, I was ob- 
ſiged to order her into Harbour, and cannot know 
her certain Damages till ſhe is hove down, which 
ſhe is under Orders for. The Wind was fo faint 
the next Day, that I was obliged to anchor with 
my whole Diviſion again but juſt without the Chan- 
nel; but on the 28th got clear to Sea, without — 
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ther Damage to any. I left Capt. Douglaſs, and 
Captain Cleland, and the two Bomb-Ketches, to 
come out with the Tranſports in three Diviſions, 


that they might not crowd one another aſhore, ap- 


pointing the firſt Rendezvous off the Eaſt End, 
and, by a ſealed Rendezvous, the next off Cape 
Tiberon, and the Bays to the Northward of it. 

I joined my two Diviſions under Sir Chaloner 
Ogle and Mr. Le/tock on the goth, off the Yellows, 
when ſome of the Tranſports began to get to us ; 
and working up to windward with an eaſy Sail, 
they were daily joining us, and God's good Provi- 
dence favouring us with a Windward Current, I 
got off Cape Tiberon on the 8th of February, and 
counted one hundred and fifteen Sail in Company 3 
which was a wonderful Paſſage with ſo heavy a 
Train. 

The ſame Day the Wolf, Capt. Dandridge, whom 
I had ſent to look into Port Louis, joined me, and 
on his Report of having ſeen in Port Louis nineteen 
Sail of large Ships, one having a Flag at the Main- 
top-maſt Head, and another broad Pendant flying, 
I immediately ſummoned a Council of War, and 
ſend your Grace incloſed our unanimous Reſolution, 
founded on the abſolute Neceſſity there was, to be 
ſecured from an Auxiliary Power being left to com- 
mand all our Succours and Supplies of Proviſions 
as well as being left Maſters of our Trade. And 
in purſuance of the ſaid Reſolution, I made the beſt 
of my way to windward with the Fleet, detaching 
Capt. Laws, in the Spence, before me, to take a 
ſecond View, and report his Obſervations to me. 
By the 12th I got to Anchor with moſt of the Men 
of War, and ſome of the Tranſports, under the Iſle 
of Vache, the reſt being working up after us; and 
the ſame Day, Captain Lats, in the Spence, joined 


me, and confirmed the former Report, of there 
being 


watch the Marquis's Motions in, I cannot be cer- 


BR 


being ſixteen large Ships there; but he ſaid he ſaw 


only a broad Pendant flying, and no Flag, as he 
could diſcern. But as he reported them to be all 
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large Ships, 
we kept getting all our Tranſports into ſmooth 
Water within the Ifland, as they arrived, our 
Boats ſounding, to make ourſelves Maſters of all 
their Channels; and ſent out four Ships under my 
Lord Augustus, to cruize off the Mouth of the 
Harbour : But from the Variety there was in their 
Reports, we thought it proper to ſend Captain 
Laws once more, with Orders to ſtand fairly in, 
ſo as not to be deceived in any Reſpect ; when, to 
our great Mortification, * * he brought us 
the Account of his having been deceived in his 
firſt View by the Hazineſs of the Weather that Day, 
that had repreſented them ſo very large to his Eyes 
then, and to all his People. To be certain beyond 
all Diſpute, I ſent Captain Knowles with a civil 
Meſſage to the Governor of Port Louis, and fend 
your Grace incloſed a Copy of a Letter I had 
from him in return; upon which we immediately 
held another Council of War on the 164th, our 
unanimous Reſolutions in which I ſend you likewiſe 
incloſed. 

And it is with the greateſt Pleaſure I can acquaint 
your Grace with that happy Preſage of our future 
good Succeſs, that agreeable to his Majeſty's In- 
ſtructions to us, there never reigned a more happy 
Harmony and good Underſtanding between Sea 
and Land Officers, than what ſubſiſt between us; 
we having been always unanimous in our Reſolu- 
tions, and all equally animated with the ſame ſincere 
Zeal for forwarding the Succeſs of this Expedition. 

As I find a Period of four Days from the 26th 
to the goth of January, that I had no one to 
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tain which way he might move in that Time : Bur 
as I daily expect the Return of Captain Warren, in 
the Squirrel, from Carthagena, he will give us cer- 
tain Intelligence whether he is moved that way; 
and I have detached Captain Boſcatven to look into 
L.eoganc, and Capt. Laws to look into Petit Guave, 
and by their Return hope to be at ſome Certainty 
about the Motions of theſe Auxiliaries. For their 
ſudden Retreat in this Manner cannot but be a 
Surprize to us, who cannot tell what to attribute it 
to; Whether to want of Proviſions, or a Deſire to 
return to Europe for ſome more favourite Views there. 
In the nican wnile, we are loſing no Time, having 
anchored in theſe Bays on the 18th, where we are 
not only watering our Ships, but, finding a proper 
Conveniency for it, are cutting Faſcines and Pic- 
quets, which we could not ſo conveniently get 
where we are going, and may want on our firſt 
Arrival. 

1 am getting the Jef ready to go Expreſs from 


hence, with the beſt Intelligence we can ſend your 


Grace; and hope, if they are bound for Europe, 
ſhe will bring our Letter to your Hands before 


they can arrive in France, as ſhe is a light Veſſel, 
and clean, and will daily be gaining Ground of 
them. 

I ſend your Grace incloſed likewiſe Copies of 
Captain arrears laſt Letter to me of the 2d of 
February, with the Contract with the Intendant ot 
the Marine at Ferrol, and Letters from the Go- 
vernor of Porto Rico to Don Rodrigo de Torres and 
the Vice Roy of Santo Fe, and other Letters, all 
which fully manifeſt the Partiality of the French to 
{erve his Majeſty's Enemies. 

As we cannot well careen the eighty Gun Ships 
here, I think they ought to return to Europe befor 


the Summer Seaſon is over, and hope J ſhall by 
Ully 
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dily receive your Grace's Orders for it; and that 
his Majeſty's Service will admit of my going home 
with them; which I ſhall be obliged to your Grace 
for procuring his Majeſty's Orders for, as my own 
private Affairs call for it; and I hope, by that 
Time, the Event of this Expedition will be pretty 
well ſettled. | 

The Cumberland, Captain Stewart, joined us at 
Sea, from Liſbon; but came ſo very ſickly (having 
two hundred and forty fick Men on board) that I 
was obliged to ſend her to Port Royal, for landing 
her Sick at once, and endeavouring to get the In- 
fection out of the Ship. 

On the 22d Captain Laws joined me in the 
Spence from Petit Guave, I tend your Grace incloſed 
the Intelligence he brought me, and, I thank God, 
I can acquaint your Grace, that Captain H/arren, 
in the Squirrel, joined me here the 23d, happily 
in the very Inſtant of Time I wanted him, as we 
are juſt watered, and ſhall be ready to fail the 
25th Inſtant ; and I ſend your Grace likewiſe in- 
cloſed a Copy of the material Intelligences I have by 
him. 

On which, yeſterday we held a Council of War, 
which I ſend your Grace likewiſe incloſed our Re- 
ſolutions in; and I pray God grant that Succeſs to 
his Majeſty's Arms, that from the Juſtice of his 
Cauſe we may reaſonably expect, and which, I think, 
many providential Circumſtances ſeem to aſſure us 
of the Divine Favour in : So that I hope my next 
may enable your Grace to inform our Royal Maſter, 
that his Colours are flying at Car/hazena, and that 
the Pride of an inſulting Enemy will be laid low. 
And I flatter myfelf in the aflured Hopes of it, 
from the happy Union reigning in the Councils of 
us, whom his Majeſty has appointed to direct; 
irom the general Harmony and good Underſtand- 
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36 
ing which ſuch an Example has diffuſed through all 
his Majeſty's Sea and Land Officers; and the ge- 
neral Good- will for the Succeſs of the Expedition, 
that appears in all the Private Men, both Sailors 
and Soldiers 

As we ſhall be near Jamaica, I write to the Go- 
vernor (to whom I ſend a Copy of this laſt Reſo- 
lution) and deſire both his Excellency and Captain 
Stewart to ſend me the earlieſt Advices by Ex- 
preſs ; which Capt. Stewart has Orders to hire clean 
Sloops for, and to man and victual them, to diſ- 
patch to me upon all Emergencies, ſince it was not 
judged proper to divide our Forces, till we have 
more certain Intelligence of the Span; Auxiliaries 
Motions. 

Writing in the midft of ſuch Hurry, your Grace 
will be fo good as to excuſe all Incorrectneſſes, and 
to aſſure our Royal Maſter, my utmoſt Care ard 
Diligence ſhall be exerted in the faithful and reſo- 
late Diſcharge of my Duty, as none can have a 
more ſincere deſire to approve himſelf his Majeſty's 
taithful Subject and Servant, 

And, with many Thanks for all the obliging 
Marks of your Friendſhip you have honoured me 
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6 My Lord Duke, 
WA 18 Princeſs Carolina, in Tour Graces moſt 
ay 1s Tri Bay, Hiſpan- 1 
1 Js Devoted, and Obedient 
MP1 i ola, Februar 25, 
1 9 Humble Servant, 
50 yp E. V. 
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To Sir CHALONER OGLE, 
$I 
Send you herewith my general Plan, Inſtructions, 
1 and Orders for the Execution of them; and 
tho* I believe every Thing cannot be in a ay 
or 
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for your entering upon- the Execution of them be- 
tore Monday, yet I thought it needful to give theſe 
Orders out to you thus early, that you may have 
the more Time to give your own neceſſary Orders 
out in Writing, to the reſpective Captains of your 
Diviſion, for their knowing clearly the Parts they 
are to take in the Execution of them. 

I have not yet got Captain Kyowles's and the 
other Captain's Return upon the View they have 
been to make; but ſhall ſend it you as ſoon as I 
have, or will have it ready to deliver you at our 
next general Council of War to precede the At- 
tack. I am, 


SI X, 
Princeſs Carolina, at An- Tour moſt Obedient, 
chor in Playa Grande, Humble Servant, 


March 7, 1740. E. v. 

By, Sc. 

Whereas it has been determined in a general 
Council of War, vigorouſly to attack Carthagena, 
both by Sea and Land; a Reſolution which the 
Inclemency of the Country manifeſts the Prudence 
of, as our Forces are daily decreaſing by Sickneſs, 
ſo that ſlow Meaſures are certain Ruin: The 
firſt Point judged material to ſecure the Succeſs of 
the Enterprize, is to render ourſelves Maſters of 
Baca Chica Caſtle, and all the Fortreſſes and Batte- 
ries erected for defending the Entrance of the 
Harbour; for the more cloſely blocking up the 
Town, and cutting them off from all Communica- 
tion by Sea, either within or without the Harbour 
and above all, for ſecuring our Tranſports a ſafe 
Harbour to ride in, who will lie too much expoſed 
Without, 

The moſt probable, as well as the moſt proper 
Place to ſecure a Deſcent in, is in the little Bay 

under 
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under the Command of the two Forts $7. Philip and 
St. Jago, where, I am informed Ships can come 
ſafely to an Anchor, in good Ground, and within 
leſs than Muſket-ſhot of the Shore, and may lie to 
batter and command thoſe two Forts, without ha- 
ving Occaſion to open the Caſtle of Boca Chica; 
in which Caſe, I apprehend, the Fire of three 
Eighty-Gun Ships, if there be Room for them to 
anchor there a-head of each other, will be amply 
ſufficient for demoliſhing the ſaid Forts command- 
ing all the ſaid Bay, and ſecuring a ſafe landing for 
the Troops under the Fire of their Guns; the Point, 
J apprehend, of the utmoſt Importance for ſecuring 
the Succeſs of this Expedition, 'it being, as I ap- 
prehend, the very Spot on which Mr. Poin!i made 
his Deſcent, when he took Carthagena, and began 
with taking Boca Chica, And as, to the North- 
ward of the ſaid two Forts, on Terra Bomba, the 
Enemy are faid lately to have erected a conſiderable 
Faſcine Battery of Eighteen Pounders, which 
there is ſaid to be deep Water enough to approach 
within Muſket-ſhot of, but that the anchoring 
Ground fo near in is foul and ſtoney, and would 
cut the Cables; and to anchor in clean Ground, 
would hardly be within Point-Blank Cannon Shot ; 
You muſt, in employing the reſt of your Ships in 
ſilencing that Battery, and one of little Conſequence 
to the Northward of that, call'd Chamba, govern 
yourſelf as you ſhall judge moſt prudent; either 
by anchoring them, if you can find clean Ground 
near enough, or by ranging cloſe to them one after 
another, and then ſtanding off and plying to Wind- 
ward, to renew the Fire in the ſame Manner on 
them, for clearing all that Coaſt from the Enemies; 
as, it is ſaid, there is likewiſe a good little Bay for 
a Deſcent under Chamba Battery; and it might 


divide the Enemy's Forces the better, to make a 
a 
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Deſcent at both Places at once, and expoſe their 
Troops the more to the Fire of our Ships. 

Having thus informed and inſtructed you accor- 
ding to the beſt Intelligence I have received, and 
furniſhed you with Pilots of the beſt Abilities and 
Experience I could procure, I rely on your Judg- 
ment and Reſolution for the Execution of my Orders. 

And you are hereby required and directed, to 
proceed with your whole Diviſion of Ships of the 
Line of Battle, for demoliſhing the ſaid Forts and 
Batteries, and ſcouring all the Country between 
them, ſo as to ſecure a Deſcent for the Forces in 
the moſt convenient Parts for it, between the ſaid 
Fort of St. Philip and Chamba Battery. 

And the better to ſecure the Succeſs of your 
Enterprize, you are to give Orders in Writing to 
every reſpective Captain of your Diviſion, not to 
ſuffer any imprudent and haſty Firing from their 
Ships, which only ſerves to embolden an Enemy, 
inſtead of diſcouraging them; but to give ſtrict 
Orders not to ſuffer any Gun to be fired from 
any of the Decks, till the reſpective Officer ap- 
pointed to command on each reſpective Battery, 
has ſeen to the pointing each Gun he is appointed to 
have the Inſpection over, and directed the firing of 
it; that all poſſible Care may be uſed to ſecure the 
Succeſs of this firſt Attempt, on which the Succeſs 
of the whole ſo much depends. And they are to 
endeavour to perſwade and convince their Men of 
the Folly and Imprudence of haſty Firing, which 
ſerves only to encourage their Enemies, and expoſe 
themſelves. And you are likewiſe, in your Orders 
in Writing, to aſſign to cach particular Captain the 
Poſt he is take, and the Orders he is to execute, 
that no one may have the leaſt Pretence to plead 
Ignorance of your Orders, which you are to injoin 
the duc Exccution of at their utmoſt Peril, 


And 
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And you are to order your reſpective Captains 
to acquaint their reſpective Ships Companies, that 
the whole of all Booty to be made upon the E,. nemy 
by Land, is graciou'ly granted by bis Majeſty to 
be diſtributed amonſt his Sta and Land Forces, 
as ſhall be agreed on by a Council of War of Sea 


and Land Officers, which have accordingly met 


and regulated rhe K eg ere thereof, and have 
allotted a double Share to any Non-Commiſſion or 
Warrant Officer, or Private Man, that may happen 
to be wounded in the Service; and to aſſure of a 
further Reward from me, out of my Share, all 
who ſhall emmently diſtinguiſn themſelves by any 
extraordinary Actions of Prudence and Reſolution, 
beſides a ſecured Advancement, proportionable to 
their Zeal and Reſolution exerted on fo fignal an 
Occaſion, for the Honour of the Crown and future 
Proſperity of our Country. 

And you will have a Report from Capt. Knowles, 
and the other Captains appointed for the viewing, 
founding, and making all neceflary Obſervations, 
for your further Inforr mation, and facilitating the 
Succeſs of the ſaid Attack. 

And you may remove your Flag on board any 
Ship of your Diviſion, as you may judge moſt ex- 
pedient for your more carefully directing and in- 
ſpecting the due Execution of the whole Attack; 
which you are carefully and diligently to ſee to the 
due Execution of, and to give all ſuch additional 
Orders in, as you ſhall find to be neceſſary from 
the Motions and Diſpoſitions of the Enemy, and 
other Events that may ariſe in the vigorous Execu- 
tion of theſe Orders. For all and every Part of 
which this ſhall be your ſufficient Warrant. 

Given on board the Princeſs Carelina, at Anchor 
off Carthagena, the 6th of March 174 0. 


E. V. 
To 


411 
To Commodore Lxs rock. 

By, &c. 

| Hereas there have been ſuch ſcandalous De- 

ſertions as ſhock one to think of ; ſome 
Wretches having been ſo abandoned as even to de- 
ſert the Service of God, as well as of the Crown and 
their Country, . by going over to the Enemies of our 
holy Religion, as well as of our Country: In which 
their Ingratitude 1s the more ſhameleſs, as a princi- 
pal View in this War has been to ſecure our Seamen 
from being a Prey to Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's, that 
they may ſafely paſs on the Seas for the future, 
free from the Apprehenſion of the Cruelties of fo 
inſolent an Enemy as the Spaniards, which they have 
ſo long and juſtly complained of. 

And tho* they little deſerve it, I have, for this 
once, reſolved on granting them a general Pardon 
for all that is paſt z and you are hereby required 
and directed to order the reſpective Captains in 
your Diviſion, to make all ſuch Offenders as they 
have on board ſenſible of the undeſerved Mercy 
they have received in it; and to aſſure their re- 
ſpective Ships Companies, that, for the future, all 
Attempts of theirs to deſert to the Enemies of our 
holy Religion and our Country, ſhall be puniſhed, 
as they deſerve, with ſpeedy Death without Mercy, 
and that on any Occaſion of being ſent on Service 
aſhore, whoever attempts going beyond the Bounds 
preſcribed, mult expect to be ſhot by the Centries. 

And you are likewiſe to order your reſpective 
Captains, to acquaint their reſpective Ships Com- 
panies, that the whole of all Booty to be made 
upon the Enemy at Land, is graciouſly granted by 
his Majeſty to be diſtributed amongſt his Sea and 
Land Forces, as ſhall be agreed on by a Council of 
War of Sea and Land Officers, which have accord- 
wgly met and regulated 7 Diſtributio 1 thereof, 


— — 


and 
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and have allotted a double Share to any Non- Com- 
miſſion or Warrant Officer, or Private Man, that 
may happen to be wounded in the Service; and to 
aſſure of a further Reward from me, out of my 
Share, all who ſhall eminently diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by any extraordinary Actions of Prudence 
and Reſolution, beſides a ſecured Advancement, 
proportionable to their Zeal and Reſolution, exer- 


eto. 


ted on ſo ſignal an Occaſion, for the Honour of 
the Crown, and future Proſperity of our Country, . 
For, Sc. t 
Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, at anchor 0 
off of Carthagena, the 7th of March 1740. 4 \ 
TA d 
The like to Sir Chaloner Ogle, Rear-Aamiral of . 8 
the Blue, dated the ſame Day, without the laſt Para- | 
graph, that being inſerted in an Order to him pre- P 
cecding Mr, Leſtock's. Se 
E fr 
L St 
To General WENTWORTH, 
S. = fot 
WE have been maturely reflecting on the flow Bl M 
Progreſs that has been made in advancing the 
towards the I.nemy, ſince the happy Succeſs of his Bo, 
Majeſty's Arms in making good a Deſcent under | 
one of their Forts to cover us, and that without you 
the Loſs of one Man ; which we cannot but look fed 
upon as a moſt happy Providence in favour of his 
Majeſty's Arms. | Jer 


This, we apprehend, ſhould be puſhed forward 
with all poſſible Vigour : And nothing would, in 
our Opinion, more intimidate the Enemy, than for 
Part of the Troops immediately to advance, and 
take Poſt upon the upper Grounds, which would 
cover all our Motions from the Enemy, and lay 
their's open to us; and for the whole Body to be 

advancing 
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advancing after them, as faſt as they can cut 
their Way through the Woods, to go crols to 
the Inſide of the Harbour, as we believe the Fear 
of having their Troops made Priſoners in Boca 
Chica, will greatly lefſen their Numbers in the Op- 
poſition. 

And we think, the Men ſhould be encamped 
and got under Tents as ſoon as poſſible ; or we 
fear, that their lying ſo baſking in the Sun, will ſoon 
bring a general Sickneſs amongſt them; which we 
thought it our Duty early to adviſe you of, as we 
dread the Conſequence ; and your cutting into 
Woods will be a very good Cover for them, from 
the violent Heat of the Sun upon the Sands of the 
Sea-ſhore. 

And we cannot but adviſe, that a Fortnight's 
Proviſions ſhould be immediately landed for the 
Service of the Troops, and covered by a Hutt 
from the Weather, to be as a Store, in caſe our 
Ships ſhould be forced to Sea by bad Weather. 

And we hope the greateſt Care will be taken 
for preventing Deſertion, by having all picked 
Men for the Out-guards ; and that you will hurry 
the Engineers in getting their Mortars to play upon 
Boca Chica with all poſſible Expedition. 

We thought it our Duty to recommend this to 
your ſerious Conſideration, and are, with all Af. 
fection and Eſteem, 


SIX, 

Jerſey, at Anchor un- Your moſt humble Servants, 
der St. Philip's Fort, | E. Vzanons 
March 11, 1740. „ 

; C. OcLE 
G 2 Ta 


141 
To General WEN TwORT RH. 

SIX, 5 

O my waiting upon you Yeſterday, you were 

pleaſed to aſſure me, that all poſſible Expedi- 
tion was uſing for your erecting Batteries, and that 
you ſhould be ready to begin to batter in breach 
by Monday or Tueſday next at furtheſt: And you 
will this Day have all your Cannon landed, and 
every Thing elſe. that has been deſired to be fent 
to you; which I conceive to be more than can poſſi- 
bly be wanted for reducing fo inconſiderable a Fort 
as Boca Chica Caſtle. | 

Sir Chaloner and.I have already repreſented to 
you our Apprehenſions, how fatal all Delays might 
be to you and your Army. 

And having Diſpoſitions to make for forwarding 
the Succeſs of this Expedition (which I have already 
hinted to you)- that ſhould be regulated by your 
Operations, I muſt beg the Favour of you, to 
ſend me a certain Account, if you ſhall be ready 
to begin battering in breach by Monday Night, 
or Tueſday at fartheſt, as you mentioned; that 
may be taking proper Meaſures for facilitating 
the Succeſs of this Expedition, that require poſitive 
Information for my founding them upon, I am, 


with great Eſteem, | 
n 


| Princeſs Carolina, at An- ur moſt Faithful, and 
chor off of Terra Bomba, Obedient Servant 
March 15, 1740. : E. v 


— 


—— — — 


i To General WENTWOR TH. 
$ 1, 
Eflecting ſeriouſly on the melancholy Account 
you gave me, of your being ſo little aſſiſted 


by your General Officers, who ought both to _ 
| an 
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and aſſiſt you with their beſt Counſels, and to ani» 
mate and forward every Thing by their Example, 
in ſo critical a Conjuncture, it has cauſed in me 
many melancholy Reflections, 

As I am thoroughly convinc*d of your Inclina- 
tion and Zeal to ſerve his Majeſty, I cannot but 
lament your being no better aided by them in it; 
and, that every one may come in for a Share of 
the Blame in all Delays, I cannot -but (as one that 
defires to be eſteemed your Friend) give it as my 
Advice to you, to call- a Council of War every 
Morning, and to have it debated what ought to 
be the Progreſs of the Army for the ſucceeding 
Twenty-four Hours; and that this be formed into 
Reſolutions, which every one ſhould fign, or give 
his Reaſons for diſapproving of; and that then the 
Execution be given out in Orders to the Command- 
ing Officer of that Day ; and ſhould there be any 
Remiſſneſs then, it would be eaſily diſcernible at 
whoſe Door to place it: And my Reaſon for this 
Advice is, that I fear, otherwiſe, every Neglect, 
or Omiſſion, will be ſhifted off from them to you. 

As the Engineers ſeem to be a principal Cauſe 
of the Delay, I think they ſhould attend ſuch Coun- 
cils of War, and give in a Plan of what they pro- 

oſe for the next Twenty-four Hours, to have the 
Council of War's Opinion on it, that they might 
forward whatever they obſerved remiſs in them. For 
my own Part, I think a wilful Delay, Treachery, 
and were I to ſit in a Court Martial, on any Engi- 
neer Who appeared to me to be guilty of it, I 
ſhould make no ſcruple to ſentence him to be ſhot. 

You muſt conſider, the Enemy have Kingdoms 
behind them to draw Succours from, and that you 
have not yet ſo much as advanced to cut off the 
Communication of the common Road from Cartha- 
gena, And as you can expect no further Suc- 

cours, 
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cours, how fatal muſt all Delays be to your Army, 
particularly from Sickneſs, the greateſt and moſt 
fatal Enemy they have to fear, and which Sloth 
and ſlow Proceedings will moſt expoſe them to? 
For you will find it by Experience, that the Men 
you keep moſt in Action, will have the beſt Health 
and beſt Courage, by preſerving their Bodies and 
Spirits from the Ruſt of Idleneſs; and that thoſe 
will fall ſick ſooneſt that have nothing left to do, 
but what is moſt prejudicial to them; viz. lying 
about in the Sun, and ſtraggling into the Salt 
Water, the two moſt dangerous Things they can do. 
You know at what an Expence to the Nation 
this Expedition has been fitted out, and how great 
their Expectations are from it ; and of conſequence, 
how heavy their Reſentment will fall on all whom 
they may ſuſpect to have contributed to the Diſ- 
appointment thro* their Remiſſneſs of any kind. 
And therefore, I have thought it friendly to give 
you the preceeding Advice, to let every one know 
they ſhall bear their Share for any Remiſſneſs there 
may be in them, either in aiding you with their 
Counſel, or animating the Execution of all your 

Cows 
I muſt ſay for my own Officers, the Attack on 
the Forts was prudently and reſolutely executed, 
and with the utmoſt Chearfulneſs in Officers 
and Men. That vigorous Attack procured a ſe- 
cure Landing for your Army, without having fo 
much as a ſingle Shot fired at them to intercept 
them ; and ever ſince, my Officers and Men, to 
preſerve your Troops from ſo much as wetting 
their Feet with Salt Water, have, with the utmoſt 
Expedition, landed all your Artillery, all the addi- 
tional Cannon you deſired from the Ships, and 
every Thing that has been deſired ; and much 
more, in my Apprehenſion, than can be found ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceſſary and wanting; and, I believe, in leſs Time 
than ſo much Buſineſs was ever done, though ex- 
poſed to a great Sea, and working over Head and 
Ears in Water; and all, without the leaſt grumb- 
ling in Officers or Men, And I have always ob- 
ſerved that Sloth and Idleneſs are the Breeders of 
Complaints and mutinous Diſpoſitions z whereas 
carrying on a Service with Briſkneſs and Activity, 
generally produces Chearfulneſs and univerſal Good- 
w1ll. | 
I ſend you from my Diviſion and Mr. Leftock's, 
under Captain Freame (one, I believe, full of Zeal 
for the Succeſs of this Expedition, and of good 
Spirit and Underſtanding) a Draught of an hundred 
Private Men, beſides all his Officers, which I have 
left to his Choice; and Sir Chaloner Ogle will ſend 
you a like Number drawn from his Diviſion. 

I am making my Surveys where to make a De- 
ſcent, when all my Boats have done attending the 
Army (which they have been conſtantly employed 
in hitherto) to give the Enemy all the Diverſion I 
can in your Favour. And whenever you have taken 
Poſſeſſion of the paltry Caſtle of Boca Chica, to 
give my Ships an Entrance into the Harbour, I can 
then aſſiſt by Land with Numbers of Men, who 
ſhall carry on their Works under our Engineers : 
But I cannot ſpare the Complements of my Ships, 
lying out now in the open Sea, where never Ships 
anchored before, and daily expoſed to be drove 
into the Sea by the Weather. I am, with a ſincere 
Friendſhip and Eiteem, 

SIX, | 

| | Your moſt Faithful, and 
9 Tor 7 va 1 Obedient Servant, 

March 16, 1740. EV. 


To 
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To General WEN TWORTH. 

EA. 
=” HIS comes to accompany a Copy of the Rez 

ſolutions of our Council of War yeſterday 
, and I am under extreme Concern, that the hard 
Gales we had laſt Night, put off the Execution of 
them. But I ſhall leave all my Boats on ſhore to- 
day, not to be expoſed to that Diſappointment 
to-night; and hope it will pleaſe God to proſper 
our beſt Intentions for his Majeſty's Service. Be 
pleated not to communicate our Reſolutions till 
atter the Execution. 

I fend you the two Letters I had from Capt, Cot- 
terell and Capt. Griffin this Morning, by which you 
will fee the Enemy don't expect Boca Chica thould 
hold you out long, being making all poſſible Pre- 
parations for us at Ca/ti/lo Grande; and I think no- 
thing but the Dilatorineſs of your Engineer has 
ſtopp'd your Progrels. 

I have called for a Return of all the Men I can 
ſpare you from the Fleet, which you ſhall have 
ſent you to-day, to remain with you; and pray 
Jet me know of what Denomination you would 
chooſe. them. I ſhould think ſuch Americans as 
have been inured to Labour, would be of moſt Ser- 
vice to you, as a Spirit of Sloth feems to have a 
ſtrong Poſſeſſion of ſome others; but you may 
chooſe yourſelf in that particular. 

You ſee the King's Ships are daily parting from 
their Anchors, and I am under the utmoſt Anxiety 
for their Security in this dangerous Place, that I 
have been under a Neceſſity to anchor them in; 
and cannot tell how to juſtify the continuing them 
here, but for your Security. I am, with a ſincere 
Eſteem, 

SI X, 
Princeſi Carolina, at An- Your moſt Faithf, ul, and 


chor off of Terra Bamba a 
Ma, cb 18, 1740. | Obedient Servant, 
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To General WENTwWORTRH. 

SIX, 

. Moſtyn, of the Deptford, has brought 

in two Spaniſh Prizes, both laſt from Porto 
Bello; though the one was from Ferrol, bound to 
Carthagena, but miſſing her Way, fell down there: 
The former, I find, ſail'd from Cartbagena the 
28th of February, N.S. as Convoy to a Battalion of 
Troops, detached from hence to go to Panama; 
ſo, by that means, we have ſo many leſs of their 
Troops in our Way. 

I have, by ſeveral, adviſed you already of my In- 
tentions, to ſend Captain Limeburner to ſee theſe 
Prizes to Jamaica; and defired you might have 
your Letters and Orders in readineſs to go by him; 
and as I deſign him for a Convoy to whatever Sup- 
plies or Reinforcements you may expect or deſire 
trom Jamaica, ſhould be glad to know what Orders 
you have to ſend by him, that I may ſend proper 
Orders to Captain Stewart about them. 

After its having pleaſed God, ſo wonderfully to 
favour the Succeſs 45 his Majeſty's Arms, in the 
ſucceſsful Attack made by the Boats of the Fleet 
on Wedneſday Night, in ſurprizing, ſeizing, and 
deſtroying the miſchievous Batteries of the Enemies 
at the Barradera, (which I cannot but ſay, in juſtice 
to my Officers and Men, was a bold, refolute, and 
well executed Enterprize) I am concern'd your 
Engineer is not prepared to ſecond it, by being in 
a Readineſs to open his Battery againſt Boca Chica, 
which, you know, I was promiſed ſhould have been 
ready before now, this being the lateſt Day ap- 
pointed for it. 

And not having the ſatisfactory Account to give, 
which I was in hopes of before now, I cannot think 
of writing any Accounts to our Royal Maſter yet 
but ſhall only mention to the Governor, how far 

We 
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we have proceeded; and I hope you will be 
pleaſed to have your Letters and Orders ready for 
to-morrow Morning, and I ſhall direct Capt. Lime- 
, Gurner to call upon you for them. 

And, with my beſt Wiſhes for the proſperous 
Succeſs of his Majeſty's Arms under your Condu& 
(to which I have laboured to contribute, to the ut- 
moſt of my Power, having drained my Ships of the 
beſt of our Soldiers, to comply with your Deſires, 


and reduced ourſelves as low as in Prudence I can, | 


in ſo dangerous a Situation) I ſend you this Letter 
by Capt. Laus, and am, with a fincere Friendſhip 
and Eſteem, | 

S 1 R, 
Prince: Carolina, at An- Your moſt Faithful, 


chor off of Terra Bomba, and Obedient Servant 
March 20, 1740. | E. v 


P. S. I ſend you incloſed a Letter directed to 
Don Blaſs, which ſeems ſenſible Intelligence. 


5 


To General WENTWOR TH. 
F © 2 © 


Received yours laſt Night, and it is a great 

Concern to me to find, that your Engineers, 
and People of the Train, have again deceived your 
Expectations, and broke their Promiſes to you of 
being ready to begin to fire to-day. 

I have this Day obſerved the Activity of the 
Enemy, in ſetting about repairing their Works at 
the Barradera ; and think it is a melancholy 
Thing, to fee. a lazy Nation ſeemingly more 
active than your People, who, I fear, are moſt 
liable to pay for their Neglect. And I have heard 
with great Concern of the jarring Sentiments of 
your Engineer and Colonel of the Train; K. 
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think it of Conſequence to you, to adviſe you be- 
times, to bring them, by your Authority, to carry 
on the King's Service with that Harmony and Zeal 
that we can alone promiſe ourſelves Succeſs from; 
and cannot but hope, at leaſt before to-morrow 
Morning, to hear your Battery playing upon Boca 
Chica Caſtle; or I ſhall begin to deſpair of an En- 
terprize that moves ſo very ſlowly. 

apt. Limeburner is failed with your Letters and 
mine, and I can acquaint you farther, that I have 
diſcovered from the Spaniſh Letters, that Rodrigo de 
Torres is mentioned in one of them, to be arrived at 
the Havanna; but that one of his Ships, the St. Jago, 
has not yet been heard of : And there is mention in 
one Letter, that the French Squadron was faid to 
be gone to join him there. As you know the 
Force they will be of when joined, it behoves us to 
be the more active and ſtirring ; and relying on 
your Batteries beginning to play without fail to- 
morrow, my Thoughts ſhall be employed to favour 
your active Meaſures : But I dread the Conſequence 


of continued Delays, and can never apprehend the 


Reaſon, why. you would not advance, to cut off 
the Communication of the Fort by Land. I ac- 
knowledge my Ignorance in Military Operations 
on Shore; but this Omiſſion I cannot ſquare wich 
my own Reaſon. | 

And heartily wiſhing you a Succeſs, equal to the 
Zeal, which, I am perſwaded, you are animated 
with, before Sickneſs enters your Army, I am, 
with a ſincere Friendſhip and Efteem, 


8:2 Mp 
Princeſs Carolina, at An- Dur moſt Faithful and 
chor off of Terra Bomba, ; - 
SAT, as. Obedient — < 
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To Commodore LesTOCK. 

By, c. 

E you are well apprized of the Neceſſity 
of inforcing the Reſolutions we came to this 
Day in our Council of War; 

You are hereby required and directed, to be 
very careful in iſſuing out your neceſſary Orders 
to-morrow Morning, to the reſpective Captains 
who are to ſupport you in the Execution of them, 
tor having all their Ships in readineſs to proceed 
on immediate Service, and clear in every reſpect z 
and to give them, in due time, very clear and 
diſtinct Inſtructions for executing them, agreeable 
to the Reſolutions of our council of War this 
Morning; as a little Careleſſneſs might be the 
Occaſion of great Confuſion and Diſorder; and 
therefore, in order to prevent it, you will be ſure 
to give them poſitive Orders, not to have their 
Men to their Guns till the Ship be ſafely anchored, 
where ſhe will have your Orders to poſt herſolf for 
Battery. 

And the better to ſecure the Succeſs of our En- 
terprize, you are to give GCrd-rs, in writing, to 
every Captain of your Diviſion going on this Ser- 
vice, not to ſuffer any 1impiudent or haſty firing 
from their Ships, which only ſerves to embolden 
an Enemy, inſtead of diſcouraging them ; but to 
give ſtrict Orders not to ſuffer any Guns to be fired 
from any of their Decks, till the reſpective Officer, 
appointed to command on each re!pective Battery, 
has ſeen to the pointing each Gun he is appouited 
to have the Inſpection over, and has directed the 
firing of it; that all poſſible Care may be uſed to 
ſecure the Succeſs of an Attempt, on which the 
Succeſs of the whole ſo much depends: And they 
are to endeavour to perſuade and convince their 
Men of the Folly and Imprudence of halty vin 

whic 
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which ſerves only to embolden their Enemies, and 
expoſe themſelves. 

And you are likewiſe, by your Orders in writing, 
to aſſign to each particular Captain the Poſt he is 
to take, and the Orders he is to execute; that no 
one may have the leaſt Pretence to plead Ignorance 
of your Orders, which you are to injoin the due 
Execution of at their utmoſt Peril. 

A Copy of our Reſolution is ſent you with theſe 
Orders, for your better Guidance ; which you are 
carefully and diligently to fee the due Execution 
of, and give all ſuch additional Orders in, as you 
ſhall find to be neceſſary, from the Motions of the 
Enemy, and other Events that may ariſe in the 
vigorous Execution of theſe Orders. For all, and 
every Part of which this ſhall be your Warrant. 

Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, at Anchor 
off of Terra Romba, the 2 1ſt of March 1740. 


Z. J. 


— CG —— 


To Sir CHALONER OGLE. 


SIX, 


Had a Viſit from General Wentworth laſt Night, 
which was, as I conceive, principally to aſſure me, 
that their Battery ſhould,- without fail, begin to play 
this Morning; on which I thought it neceſſary to 
haſten to you the incloſed Orders this Morning, 
for the careful putting our Reſolutions in Execution. 
I complained to him of their low Proceedings, 
that, I feared, would be moit fatal to themſelves ; 
but mentioned nothing to him of our Reſolutions, 
for fear it ſhould Nacken their Proceedings, which 
we think much too ſlow already. 

I make uſe of my Secretary's Hand for the Or- 
der, as I know I can truſt to his Secrecy z and in- 
tend to wait on you this Alternoon, to weigh and 

conſider 
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conſider what may be further neceſſary in the Exe- 
cution. I am, 


4 
Princeſs Carolina, at An- Your moſt Obedient 
chor off of Terra Bomba, : 
— Tons. Humble — + 


— 8 
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To Sir CHALONER OGLE. 
By, c. 
Eneral Wentworth having come to inform me 

I' Yeſterday Evening, that his Batteries ſhould 
begin to play, without fail, this Morning; 

Lou are hereby required and directed to be giv- 
ing out your neceſſary Orders this Day, to the 
Captains of your Diviſion, that are appointed by 
the Reſolutions of our Council of War yeſterday 
(which you have a Copy of, for your Government, 
and are to govern yourſelf by accordingly) to have 
their Ships clear, and in readineſs for Service, on 
the firſt Orders; and to give the like Orders to 
others of the Ships of your Diviſion, that you may 
intend for the Support of thoſe tliat go on the firſt 
Attack, to have their Ships likewiſe in the ſame 
Condition, as they ſhould be, under Sail, and ſtand- 
ing off and on, to be in readineſs to take Poſt 
whenever you ſhall ſee it to be neceſſary to order 
them, as the Enemy may change their yy 
or any new Batteries of theirs may be diſcovered. 
And for preventing Miſtakes, you will give your 
Orders to them in writing, for their taking Poſt, 
and managing their Fire with all prudent Precau- 
tion not to have it ſpent in vain ; and particularly, 
not to poſt their Men to their Guns till the Ship 
be ſecurely poſted (for preventing Accidents that 
might be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, and 
throw all into Confuſion) agreeable to the yn 
Q 


+4 


a  H@ —_ Aba @i#pLU lt £ac— iO ot a. 


— 


mm FP 


_——”  TÞ 


6 26. A OX 59 ͤòͤMu;. . ww. 4 


Lan tt „ 


ä 

of my Orders to you on the firſt Attack of the 6th 
of this Month; which, thro' your prudent Care in 
giving your Captains the neceſſary Orders, was 
executed with ſuch Judgment, good Order, and 
Reſolution, as was an Honour to our Officers and 
Seamen, and had all the Succeſs we could expect 
from it, in ſecuring the Landing our Army, with- 
out the Enemies ſo much as daring to appear to 
fire a ſingle Shot at them. For which this ſhall be 

your Warrant. | 
Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, at Anchor 
off of Terra Bomba, the 22d of March 1740. 
| E. J. 


To General WEN TWOR TH, 


S I R, 


I Send this to acquaint you, that we have formed 
a Plan for a general Attack to-day, upon all 
their Forts and Batteries, to be put in Execu- 
tion as ſoon as the Wind will it our Ships to 
move to the Stations aſſigned them, which all the 
neceſſary Orders and Inſtructions are iſſued for. It 
will be begun by three eighty and three ſeventy- 
Gun Ships, which we conceive to be the moſt that 
can have Room to be brought to batter, clear of 
each other. Mr. Leſtocł will go in with them, and 
Sir Chaloner Ogle will ſupport the Attack with the 
additional Fire of other Ships, wherever he can 
find there 1s Room for it. Theſe are Reſolutions, 
nothing but the Neceſſity of the Caſe can juſtify us 
in, as it is againſt our Judgments, as Seamen. 
I will have the Boats of my Diviſion in readineſs 
for a ſecond Deſcent on the Barradera, if it be 
tound neceſſary ; and think ſome of your Grena- 
diers advancing to take Poſt to the Harbour Side, 
would be a very ſeaſonable Diverſion ; and If you 

| could 
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could get ſome of your ſmall Cannon to rake the | 
Ships from thence, I think the Ceremony of a 
Battery would hardly be neceſſary ; as in ſuch Caſe 
they could bring no Guns to bear on you, and every 


Thing would help. to throw them into a general | 
Confuſion, and favour your Attack, when you have 
a mountable Breach, which will be, I hope, before 
Night: And I am informed by a Spaniard, there p 
is a Lime-Kiln on the other Side, where a Battery | 
could be raiſed againſt the Fort, covered from the. 
Fire of the Ships by a riſing Ground. 4 
I ſend you the little Plan I promiſed y ou, which | 
J take to be a good one, and that you have very : 
little Way to advance croſs, which may be done a 
out of the Fire of their Ships, and will give you a * 
fair Inſight into their Diſpoſition, as well as cut off i 7 
all Succours to them, by Land. I; 
I have got Barrikers of about five or ſix Gallons ; 
made for the Service of your Troops, to carry up * 
their Water to your advanced Poſts. I fend you a c 
Sample of them by Captain Wakeman, who brings C 
you this Letter, and you may have more whenever : 
you deſire them. | 
With my beſt Wiſhes for the Succeſs of his Ma- " 
jeſty's Arms, I am with ſincere Friendſhip and bo 
Eſteem, | 70 
1H - 
Princeſs Carolina, at An- Your moſt Faithful, and to 
chor off of Terra Bomba, Obedient Servant, * 
March 23, 1740. E. v Ta 
5 hs rel 
To Sir CHALONER OGLE. | + 
S 1 R, F Co 


Have given out this Morning all the neceſſary Bt 
Orders to the reſpective Captains of my Divi- 
fion, for having their Barges and Pinnaces all in 2 
reauunels 
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where it may be ſound convenient; and to ſee that 
her Artillery be put in good Order, and furniſhed 
with every Thing neceſſary for Service. 

And as ſome of the Ships of your Squadron, as 
well as the Shrew/oury of Sir Cbaloner's, which will 
likewiſe be left under your Orders, may want to be 
ſupplied with low Maſts, from their being ſo ſhat- 
tered as to be unſcrviceable; you will uſe your beſt 
Endeavours to get out the low Mafts from the two 
Spaniſh Men of War that arc ſunk, to ſupply them 
from them, if they ſhall be found fit for it And 
you will likewiſe get them hauled aſhore, to 
be examined what other Maſts there might be in 
their Booms, that are not yet got on ſhore, pur- 
ſuant to the Orders J gave for it to Captain Warrey 
and Captain Laws; hoping, from one or the other, 
you will find all Neceſſaries for the Supply of our 
ſhattered Ships. And from their Rafts, you will 
likewiſe be preparing Stages, not only for ſhipping 
our Train of Artillery (which muſt be done with 
all poſſible Speed) but likewiſe all the Braſs Cannon 
from Boca Chica Caſtle, as I believe, in our next 
Council of War, we ſhall determine intirely to dif- 
mantle and deſtroy that. 

But you will take Care, from the Ships of your 
Diviſion, to put a proper Garrifon into the Fort of 
St. Foſeph, as it will be neceſſary to keep that in 
Condition for the Defence of the Harbour, as long 
as we ſhall continue here; and the Men belonging 
to my Diviſion and Sir Chaloner's, from the Admi- 
ral's Ship and the Fort, to be ſent on board their 
reſpective Ships. 

And as you know all Booty is agreed to be divided 


between his Majeſty's Sea and Land Forces, in the 
Manner that has been particularly regulated in a 
Council of War; you are to give careful Directions, 


to have cvery Thing taken from the Enemy in- 
R ventoried; 
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ventoried; and whatever is ſupplied from them 
for the Uſe of any of his Majeſty's Ships, the 
Crown muſt be charged Debtor for; and after- 
wards the Storekeeper may be ordered to pay a 
moderate Price for it, and that may be brought to 
the general Account: Which makes it neceſſary the 
Charges ſhould be particular, and that every re- 
ſpective Officer ſhould give a Receipt for all Sup- 
plies he has out from the general Booty : And you 
will take the ſtricteſt Care to prevent Embezzle- 
ments of all kinds. | 

And as Captain Laws, in the Spence, has my 
Orders to prepare himſelf, with all poſſible Expe- 
dition, for carrying my Letters to England, to in- 
form our Royal Maſter of the wonderful Succeſs 
it has pleaſed God ſo remarkably to favour his 
Majeſty's Arms with ; you will take Care to ſupply 
him, out of the Prize Stores from the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral's Ship, with all he may ſtand in need of, and 
from our own Ships (which are but ſcantiiy pro- 
vided) with what may be further neceſſary, that he 
may be fitted and ready to fail with all poſſible Ex- 
pedition ; and to order the Contractors Agent to 
ſupply him with the Proviſions he may ſtand in 
need of for his ſaid Voyage. 

And you will take Care to get our Bomb-Ketches, 
as ſoon as poſſible, ſupplied with Shells, and every 
Thing requiſite to go on Service; and to have their 
Tenders likewiſe furniſhed with proper Supplies for 
them ; and pray haſten them to me with all poſſible 
Speed for going on immediate Service. 

And you will, on the General's Application to 
you, give him all neceſſary Aſſiſtance in the em- 
barking of his Cannon and Troops; and take care 
to order the Ordnance Storeſhips, to place them- 
ſelves moſt commodiouſly for the ſpeedy Re-em- 
barkation of the Train of Artillery and Ordnance 
Stores, 


** 
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Stores, as likewiſe of the additional Cannon with 
which we have ſupplied them from our Ships, if 
the General thinks it neceſſary to have them with 
him. 

And you will take care to ſupply, by your Ex- 
perience, all further Neeeſſaries for forwarding the 
Diſpatch of every Thing which may be found re- 
quiſite for his Majeſty's Service, in which I know 
] can rely on your Judgment. For, Sc. 

Given under, &c. on board the Princeſs Carolina, 
in Cartbagena Harbour, the 27th of March, 1741. 

E. V. 


— *** nnn 


To Commodore LESTOCK. 
S 1 R3- 
Feel this Day the Inconveniency of your not 

being come into the Harbour with your Ship; 
which I apprehend your Maſt's being wounded need 
be no Obſtruction to, as you have only to ſtretch 
into Anchor Ground upon one Tack, and then to 
warp in; and imagine the Rigging being well ſet 
up, will be a ſufficient Security for ſuch a Tranſ- 
action. But if you think otherwiſe, do not fail, 
at leaſt, of getting in ſome other Ship of your 

Diviſion, for you to be on board of, and hoiſt 

your Pendant there; and move all the Ships of 

your Diviſion a little above the Spaniſh Wrecks, 
to leave the Channel open for all other Ships 
paſſing ; and don't let any of the Tranſports choke 
up the Channel. And deſigning to ſend Captain 

Cleland, in the Litchfield, to relieve Capt. Cotterell 

of your Diviſion, that you may have the more 

Hands to carry on the Work aſſigned you in my 

Orders of Yeſterday ; pray ſend to him, not to 

come in, but to come on board me carly to- 

K 2 morrow 
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morrow Morning, to receive my Orders for lis fur- 
ther Proccedings. a 

I have been ſurprized at the flow Proceedings of 
the Captains of my Diviſion and Sir Chalongr's, 
that none of them have contrived to warp in to- 
day, and to be coming up after us. Pray ſend 
them your Orders, as they come to hand, to haſten 
up after us as fait as poſſible ; for as my Sloop hes 
on the Edges of the Weather Shoal they have to 
avoid, there is nothing in their Way to working 
up to me, and a little to Windward of me; fo, pray 
haſten them all you can. t 

One Thing more we muſt begin in Time to con- 
ſider of, which is, how our Ships are to recruit their 
Water here. So, pray ſet ſome to ſink Wells, for 
I find that was what the Spaniſh Men of War fup- 
plied themſelves with. But probably that may be a 
Supply not to be depended on for fo large a Fleet; 
and if not, we mult in Time think of ſending a 
Water Fleet to the River Sinn; fo, pray have that 
in your Thoughts, and ſend me your Opinton. 

I have ordered the Victuallers to come as high 
as my Sloop, or higher, and to lie together, that we 
may know where to find them. 

I am forced to recommend Things to your Care 
as they come to my Memory, having ſo many 
Things to think of at once. Bur pray haſten the 
Bomb-Ketches up as faſt as you can, that we may 
be doing; and put the Gallicia in Condition for the 


. D * . 
Service we intend her for. I am, 
3 
Princeſs Carolina, in Tour m mble Servant 
Cartagena Harbour, my# 2 | E V. 


March 28, 1741. 


Ta 


[ 69 ] 


To Sir CHALONER OGLE, 
of By, Sc. 
8, W Hereas it is of great Importance to his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, to ſtreighten the Town of 

id Carthagena, and cut off their Communication with 
en all Parts of this large Harbour, with all poſſible 
es Expedition; on which Service Captain Griffin in 
to the Burford, with Lord Auguſtus in the Orford un- 
1g der his Orders, are far advanced already, and mov- 
ay Wing forward, in purſuance of my Orders not to ad- 
vance ſo near as to hazard their Maſts being ſhat- 
ter'd by Caſtillo Grande. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed 


or {Myourſclf with all poſſible Expedition, for anchoring 
p- irt a-ftern of them, and ordering all your Divi- 
aon to follow you, (but the Shrezo/bury to be left 
t; Mvith Mr. Zeftock, and the Litchfield 1 propoſe to 
a end out to Seaward) till you can have time for 


Scxamining the Harbour, and forming a Diſpoſi- 
tion for poſting your Ships, ſo as entirely to cut 
them off from all Communication with any Part 
f this Harbour; and particularly, to cut them 
Of from any Communication with Boca Grande, 
he only Outlet they have (now I have ſecured 
aſſo Cavallos) tor getting ſmall Veſſels or Boats 
nto the Sea, which poſſibly, in the Night-time, 
night ſlip by the Guard Ship that I have anchored 
Without. And if you find you can place a Ship 
loſe under the North End of Terra Bomba, ſo as 
o be out of the Fire of Caſtillo Grande, or of any 
Battery they may have raiſed to the Southward of 
Wt, chat ſhould be the firſt thing done, entirely to 
ut off that Communication : But you are particu- 
arly to caution thoſe poſted there, not to let their 
Men go on ſhore to the Settlements there, or ſtay 
iy longer than the preſent Service may _— 

that 
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that being reckoned an extreme ſickly Air, ſo that 


no one but their Slaves ever lay there. F 

And you will likewiſe, by Captain Rentone, (who t. 
is beſt experienced) and all other poſſible Ways, Nc 
get the beſt Intelligence you can, againſt our Mat 
Council of War to be held on Monday Morning, be 
of what may be the propereſt Place for making ll R 
our next Deſcent with the Army, ſo as to be neareſt L 
at hand for cutting off all Communication by Land, ¶ st 
in order entirely to inveſt the Town as ſoon C 

üble: And will likewiſe conſider where ou pr 
Bomb-Ketches can be moſt ſecurely placed, neareſt ¶ na 
the Town, and covered by the Mangroves from the bu 
Fire of Caſtillo Grande, Orders being given for ther go 
being furniſhed with Shells, and haſtened up with 
all poſſible Expedition. And in all other Thing wit 
neceſſary for the forwarding the preſent Service, Ha F 


entirely inveſting the Town of Carthagena, you der 
are to do and execute every thing your well ap- Ev. 
proved Experience, and known Zeal for his Ma Hr 
jeſty's Service, ſhall ſuggeſt to you from time ti twe 
time, reporting to me your Obſervations and Pro I o 
ceedings. For, &c. 
Given on board the Princeſs Carolina in Caribe 

gena Harbour, this 28th of March, 1741. 
E. J 


Memorandum, Pray return me a ſpeedy Acceuntf 
of the Numbers of Seamen daily employed in the 
Battery, and what Numbers of them may have been 
flain or wounded. E. VR 


To his Grace the Duke of N . 


My Lord Duke, 


M* laſt Letter to your Grace was of the 24t| 
of February, from Iriſb Bay; a Duplicate o 


which, for your Grace, accompanies this, 
On 
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hat On the 25th of February I weighed with the 

Fleet from Triſh Bay, being in all one hundred and 
rho WH twenty-four Sail. The ſame Day I was joined by 
ys, Captain Beſcawen in the Shoreham, who had been 
our at Leogane, and had dined with M. Larnage, and 
been on board the French Rear-Admiral, M. de 
ing Rochefenil, at Petit Guave, and brought me a 
reſt Letter from his Excellency M. Larnage, dated the 
nd, 5th of March, N. S. which I ſend your Grace a 
Copy of; and I believe you will think my Viſit 
our procured me more Civility from him than ordi- 
reſt WW nary. They ſaid the Marquis 4 Autin was failed, 
the but did not pretend to know which way he was 
heir gone. 
vic After getting my Fleet together, I made fail 
no: wich them under an eaſy fail, for keeping fo large 
oa Flock together, who were none of the moſt or- 
vou derly; and on Wedneſday, March the 4th, in the 
ap- Evening, I anchored with them in Playa Grande, 
Ma. to windward of the Town of Carthagena, lying be- 
to teen that and Point Canoe; and to harraſs them, 
pro ordered my ſmall Frigates and Fireſhips to get in 
Shore, and lie in a Line, as if I intended a De- 
ſcent to wind ward of the Town; which had its ef- 
fect, in drawing Forces that way, and ſetting them 


. at work to intrench themſelves. 

zun The fame Day I had a Report from my Engi- 

the neer, Captain Knowles, of what Obſervations he 
had made of the new Works the Enemy had been 


FereCting near the Entrance of the Harbour, for my 
forming my Diſpoſition of Attack, having diſ- 
patched him and Captain Laws over before me for 
that purpoſe. And I immediately diſpatched him 
way again to Leeward, with Captain Laws, Capt. 
Cooper, and Captain Rentone, to ſound all without 
Terra Bomba and the Entrance of the Harbour, 
to know certainly how near our Ships could be 
brought 
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[72] 
brought to the Shore, and if we could find Anchor: 
age for our large Fleet. 

On the 5th we held a general Council of War n 
for ſettling the Diſtribution of Booty, purſuant tit 
his Majeſty's Inſtructions; and I ſend your Grace: © 
incloſed a Copy of the ſaid Reſolution. a 

On the 6th I formed my Plan of Attack on the” 


Forts of St. Jago and St. Philip, on a Faſcine B. 
tery lying to the Northward of them, and on ano. 
ther little Battery, called Chamba, to the North." 
ward of that; all on Terra Bomba, without Bea t! 
Chica Caſtle, and neceſſary for us to be Maſters o 

for anchoring our Fleet under them without Terr, 
Bomba. I ſend you likewiſe incloſed a Copy oi ** 
my Inſtructions and Orders to Sir Chaloner Ogle, u ttb 
command the Attack of the ſaid Forts and Batte 
ries: And Captain Knowles, and my other thre: fo 
Captains, having made their joint Report on the he 
8th (which I ſend you a Copy of) I immediate 
ſummoned a general Council of War, to commun m 
cate that, and my Plan of Attack, to them; an R 
ſend your Grace incloſed a Copy of the Reſohutio bo 
of that Council of War of the 8th. gr 
On Monday the gth Sir Chaloner Ogle ſhifted hi m. 
Flag on board the Jerſey, and moved forward with fu! 
his Diviſion, for executing my Orders in the fad fro 
Attack. I weighed, and moved after him, with m M 

Diviſion and all the Tranſports, leaving Mr. Leſtaci, 
with his Diviſion, at Anchor behind us: And I hu po 
that Morning embarked all the Grenadiers in th ad 
vie 


Fireſhips in Shore, as if I was propoſing a land- 


ing there that Morning; but ordered them to fol the 
low me in Time, to be ready for a landing to Lege. 
ward that Evening. The ſmall Fort of Chani the 
- fired a few Guns, but was deſerted as ſoon. as th: of 
Ship poſted there could take her Station and begu ©®! 


to fire. At the Faſcine Battery erected * = 
; ; a 
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readineſs to proceed on Service, whenever I make 
the Signal for them; thoſe to be landed out of 


race them, to be under the Command of Capt. Baſcawen, 
aſſiſted by Captain Cooper; and the Boats Crews 
n th: r<maining in the Boats, to be under the Command 
Bat of Captain Watſon, who has Captain Broderick and 
ano. Captain Dennis for his Aſſiſtance in the ſaid Com- 
orth. mand; and thought it better to divide them fo, 
Baal that they might mutually aſſiſt each other where it 
rs of might be found moſt expedient. 
err And whenever the Ships are poſted for battering, 


as is appointed, and you may perceive Occaſion for 
the ſaid Boats being diſpatched for making a ſecond 
Deſcent on the Barradera; in ſuch Caſe, the Signal 
tor your ſpeedy adviſing me of it, ſhall be by your 
hoiſting your Union Flag at your Main-top-maſt 
Head, and firing a Gun ; when I ſhall immediately 
make the Signal for their repairing to the general 
an Rendezvous, which I have appointed them on 
1tio FF board the Veymoutb, that there might not be too 
great a Crowd on board your Ship; and the com- 
1 kW manding Officers will wait on you, for receiving 
with further Information and Inſtructions from you, 
Cady from what you may have obſerved of the Enemy's 
\ m8 Motions. 
Pack I have ſent the General an Account of our Diſ- 
ha poſition, and defired he would let his Grenadiers 
the advance to the Harbour Side, that they might 
and. view the better the Enemy's Diſpoſition, and divide 
fal their Forces by ſuch an Alarm; and that he would 
Le. get a ſmall Piece of Cannon or two, to play on 
mix their Ships and rake them, without the Ceremony 
the of a Battery, which would not be needful where they 
egi could bring no Cannon to play on them without 
ven altering their Diſpoſition. 
that I will fend the Boats to the Rendezvous, of 


Courſe, by Three o'Clock ; but they ſhall come 
| I looner, 


( 58 ] 
ſooner, if it appears to be neceſſary from your 
Signal. I am, Oe 
| Dear SI RX, vi. 
Princeſs Carolina, Your moſt Obedient, 
March 23, 1740. Humble Servant, rt 
E. v 


P. S. Capt. Knowles has a great Inclination, after 
the Ships are poſted, if the Wind offers to favour it 
to be employed with his Ship to grapple the Boom. 
and cut it; and I deſired him to wait on you, and 
follow any Orders you might think proper. 


— 111010 
- 


To General WENTWOR TH, 


SI X, . 
Have received yours by Mr. Cunningham, and 
have given him the beſt Directions I could, 

Where the Lime-Kiln lies, which the Spaniſb Pilot 
mentioned to me : And if a Party of your Grena- 
. diers was but to eſcort any of your Engineer 
croſs to the Harbour Side, without coming in Shot 
of any of the Ships or any Fire of the Enemy, 
they might ſoon diſcover it, and judge of the 
Situation; and you know, I always thought you 
ſhould at firſt cut off all Communication by Land. 

As my Ships are moving to their Stations, to 
do all that is poſſible to be done by Sea, I am 
perſwaded I need not exhort you to do your utmoſt 
by Land, to get into Boca Chica to-night 3 and 
every Diverſion given to the Enemy, wall help to 
harraſs them, and contribute to it. 

You know I have always apprehended the fatal 
Conſequences of Delays, which you ſenſibly com- 
plain of already. | 

With my beſt Wiſhes of Succeſs to your En 

deavoulry 
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geavours for our Royal Maſter's Service, I am, 
vith ſincere Friendſhip and Eſteem, 


your 


SIX, 

pg . z Dor moſt Faithful, and 
' chor OI OT 7Zerra Honda . 
. VIEW March 23, 1740. Obedient Servant, 
af 1 0 
= P. S. I am told your Commiſſary, Captain 
om, aprimaudaye, is a good Engineer. 
and 


> 
w 4 — —_— — 


To General WEN Tw ORT RH. 

S X, | 

E have been endeavouring to give the Enemy 

what Diverſion we could with our Ships; 
t find we cannot get them up near enough for 
ectual Service, for the Narrownefs of the Channel; 
d that our Guns do not carry ſo far as thoſe. 
om their Ships; ſo that we can do no effectual 
rvice, *till you are Maſter of Boca Chica Caſtle, 
d we can thereby come to cut the Boom, which, 
e hope, we have pretty well aſſiſted you in, as 
e fee that Fort ſeems to be entirely ſilenced. 
'e hope you may be able to make a Lodgment 
der the Foot of it to-night, if you do not get 
to it: And you will allow, keeping our Ships ta 
> ſhattered, without a Proſpect of Service, muſt 
> the higheſt Imprudence ; which obliges us to 
Il off Mr. Zeftock : But we ſhall leave the Ships 
at can batter the Caſtle and the Barradera Battery, 
do the beſt Service in our Power, | 
We hope you will puſh vigorouſly for getting 
to Boca Chica Caſtle, as that will beſt tend to 
elerve your Army from Sickneſs, the moſt fatal 
Wncmy. 
With our beſt Wiſhes for Succeſs to his Majeſty's 

I 2 Arms 
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Arms under your Conduct, we are, with Friend- 
ſhip and Eſteem, 


35 
Jerſey, at Anchor off Your moſt Faithful, and 
of Terra Bomba, Obedient Servants, 
March 23, 1740. E. Vz Mon 
a , 


C. OcLE. 
P. S. We believe it would be of great Service, 
to have a few Guns kept playing on the Ships. 


_—_— — 


To General WENTWORT R. 
IX. 
1 Have yours of Veſterday, which came to my 

Hands but this Morning; and Sir Chaloner Op, 

Mr. Leſtoc, and I, have it before us. The Ship 
not being able to get nearer in, is owing, to the Situs. 
tion, and no Fault in our Officers, who have brought 
their Ships as near as poſſibly they could, and exe. 
cuted their Orders with Prudence and Reſolution, 
But we ſee by Experience, it is only beating our 
Ships to Pieces, without hopes of their doing any 
material Service; ſo that they muſt be called of}; 
but we ſhall keep them to cover your Men fro 
the Fire of the Barradera. 

By what we diſcover of the Works the Enem) 
are making, we apprehend, that the longer you dela 
the Attack, it will be the harder Work for you, a 
they are ſaid to be very buſy on the Inſide. 

What we apprehend to be moſt material for f 
curing your Succeſs, is advancing thro* the Wood 
and raiſing a Battery againſt the Ships, which mul 
be removed; and Captain Rentone, who brings yd 
this, has the Spaniſh Pilot with him, who, if yl 
ſend him with an Engineer and a proper Gurl, 
will ſhew you where the Lime-Kily is: But | 


muſt go between two Soldiers, and not be trultty 
[( 


1671 
to move from them. We are, with Friendſhip 
and Eſteem, 


21 
Jerſey, at Anchor off Your moſt Faithful, and 
ern Jenks, Obedient Servants, 
March 24, 1740. E. VERNOVN, 
C. Oo R, 
R. LesTock. 


—— 


To General WENTWORTH. 
"WE A 


I Have juſt now received yours this Morning, and 
communicated it to Sir Chaloner Ogle, and Mr. 
Leſtock; and a Lieutenant, to command the Gun- 
ners on the Battery, Sir Chaloner will take care to 
ſupply you with, as likewife a Relief to the Gunners. 

We are glad to hear you have got three Guns to 
bear on the Shipping, as we have long given you 
our Opinion that it would be of moſt effeQual 
Service. 

There appears to us ſuch an eaſy Aſcent on 
the Weſtern Face, from the great Quantity of 
Rubble tumbled down, that we doubt not but an 
Attack will even be mountable on this Side before 
Night; and are likewiſe of Opinion, with your 
Engineers, that if your Battery be well followed, 
there cannot fail of being a mountable Breach on 
the other Side by Night. 

And We cannot but unanimouſly give you our 


for { Opinion, if it is fo, that it ought to be ſtormed the 
V ood firſt of this Night, at both Places, before the Moon 
| mul riſes, not to leave them the Night for repairing all 
ps you the Damages we have done in the Day. 

f you You will ſee our Boats are gone on the ſecond 
3uard, Attack on the Barradera Battery; and We hope it 
ut be will pleaſe God to proſper our ſincere Intentions to 
ruſted forward the 3 of this Expedition all in our 


[ P OWer . This 


[ 62] 

This cloudy Weather, we fear, portends Rain, 
which would be more fatal to you than a Storm. 
„With our beſt Wiſhes for the Succeſs of his 

Majeſty's Arms under your Conduct, we are, with, 


Friendſhip and Efteem, 
S I R, 
Jerſey, at Anchor off Your moſt Faithful, and 
of Terra Bomba, Obedient Servants, 
March 24, 1740. E. VERNON, 


C. OoLR, 
R. LesTock, 


> — — —_ 
—_—— 


Me... 
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To General WEN TWORTH. 


8 LX. 

* OUR Letter of Yeſterday Evening was 

brought me after the ſetting of the Watch laſt 
Night, and I read it with great Concern, from the 
Diffidence expreſs'd in it about an Aſſault laſt 
Night. But you having had our joint Opinions 
for it Yeſterday (which I was glad to find was like- 
wiſe the Opinion of your Engineers, and to hear 
that Colonel Cochran, one of your Officers, had 
likewiſe declared he thought it practicable) I there- 
fore judged it needed no preſent Anſwer, and I 
choſe to communicate it firſt to my Council of 
War : For, till I received your Letter laſt Night, 
I flattered myſelf you would have ſtormed the 
Caſtle laſt Night, and made not the leaſt Doubt of 
your carrying it. 

And from what has happened ſince (as you will 
ſee by the incloſed Copy of a Letter I received this 
Morning from Captain Cozterel/) it appears to us, 
it was what the Enemy expected, 

Diffidence of Troops, we fear, tends only to 
diſcourage them; and in our Opinion, you have 
Numbers ſufficient for puſhing the Attack of ſuch 

| a 
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a paltry Fort with Vigour, that has no Outworks. 
And as you have Ten fine Twelve-pounders, that 
have laid unemployed ſince their landing, we can- 
not but think they ſhould have been erected in 
Battery againſt the Ships 3 and being ſhewed the 
Place, your Engineers allowed it to be proper for 
it. We think the Objection of the Soil to be of - 
no Conſequence, as you can have what empty Caſks 
you deſire, and have Sand-bags enough to fetch 
Earth, and Blacks to cut your Faſcines. And we 
apprehend, if your Soldiers had more Labour, they 
would have better Health, and be fitted for Ser- 
vice: For as there is no large Garriſon to expect 
Sallies from, the Fatigue of mounting more on 
Guard than is neceſſary, we conceive, might well 
have been avoided. 

You may ſee, by what has paſſed in the two 
Attacks our Men have made, at your Requeſt, to 
ſtorm and take the Faſcine Battery you complained 
annoyed you ſo much, that the Enemy will not 
ſtand the native Courage of our Men, when we 
can come to Hands with them. But for battering 
at a Diſtance, they will keep you in play as long 
as you will, and till Sickneſs deſtroys your Army; 
and it is plain they do not want good Engineers to- 
take Advantage of Delays. The firſt time we 
ſtormed that Battery (where you know there was no 
Breach). was in the Night, and it might be deemed 
a Surprize on them; but Yeſterday we did it at 


Noon- day, and gave them all the Notice they could 


deſire, and yet they did not dare to meet the native 
Courage of our Men. 

As we are beſt acquainted with this intemperate 
Climate, we think it our Duty in the Profeſſion of 
your Friends, as well as our Duty to the Crown, 
to adviſe your purſuing more vigorous Meaſures, 
as molt conducive tothe Preſervation of your 22 
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Lives from the ravaging Hands of Sickneſs, the 
moſt fatal Enemy. We are, with great Friendſhip 
and Eſteem, 
SIX, 
Ferfey, March 25, 174. Your moſt Faithful, and 
Obedient Servants, 
E. VERNON, 
f C. Oo, 
R. LesTock 


P. S. As you mentioned your being well fur- | 
niſhed with Scaling Ladders, I ſhould be glad you BW 
would give an Order for our being ſupplied with : 
twenty, if you can conveniently ſpare lo — 3 0r WW 
what you can ſpare, a 


To Commodore LESTO CK. 


By, Sc. 
Hereas I ſhall be moving up, with my own 
Diviſion and Sir Chaloner Ogle's, to ſtreighten 
and cut off all Communication with the Town, with 
all poſſible Expedition; I have judged it molt for 
his Majeſty's Service, to leave you with your Diviſion 
at Boca Chica ; where you are to take upon you the 
Command and Direction of every Thing neceſſary 
to be done there, both for the Defence of the Har- 
bour, embarking the Cannon, refitting our diſabled 
Ships, re-embarking the Forces, and, in general, 
every Thing to be done there. 

And as it will be greatly for the Preſervation of 
our Ships, to have the late Spani/h Admiral's Ship, 
the Gallicia, put into Condition to be moved up 
for a floating Battery againſt Caſtilla Grande; | 
would have it be one of your firſt Conſiderations, 
to furniſh her with Anchors and Cables, for moving 


up with her, and mooring her tor ſuch a Battery, 
where 


. 
0 that and the Forts of Sr. Jago and St. Philip, they 
P had not yet had Time for getting any Guns mount- 
ed, ſo there was no Fire from thence ; and our 
three Eighty-Gun Ships, the Norfolk, Ruſſel, and 
Shrewſbury, being judiciouſly anchored very cloſe 
under thoſe two Caſtles, made ſo warm a Fire, 


> that in leſs than an Hour they ſhattered them 
ſufficiently, and drove every Soul out of them, ſo 
as to enable us that ſame Evening to make good a 


r- WF Deſcent, with the Grenadiers, under the Walls 
ou of thoſe Caſtles, and to take Poſſeſſion of both of 
ith chem, without having ſo much as a ſingle Muſket= 
or BF ſhot fired at them; and the ſame Evening we got 
our Bomb-Ketches placed, and began to play upon 
Boca Chica Caſtle. ö 

But our Southermoſt Ship, the Shrewſbury, hav- 
ing had her Cable cut by the Enemy's Shot, before 
ſhe could let down another Anchor, fell to Lee- 
ward, open with Boca Chica Caſtle, and the Fire 


n from ſome of their Ships, and from a Faſcine Bat- 
en tery to Leeward: But, however, Capt. Townſend, 
with who commanded her, choſe to maintain his Poſt till 
, tor Night, like a brave, gallant Officer, rather than re- 
ſon tre in View of the Enemy; by which his Maſts, 
| the Hull, and Rigging, have been greatly ſhattered, 
ary and render'd unſerviceable, and he has loſt about 
_ ty Men killed and wounded (about a third of 
1 


the former ;) but he maintained a very good Fire 
trom his Ship till Night, when he had Orders to re- 
tire. The other two Ships had each three killed 


1eral, 


on of Hand nine wounded, and all our Ships made very 
* good regular Fire, and Officers and Men diſcharged 


their Duty with great Chearfulneſs. 

de; By Noon the next Day (the 1oth) we got all 
tions the reſt of the Troops landed, without the leaſt 
ov uoleſtation from the Enemy ; and then all our 


ter) ponts, and great Numbers of our Seamen, were 
where 1 kept 
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Lives from the ravaging Hands of Sickneſs, the 
moſt fatal Enemy. We are, with great Friendſhip 
and Eſtcem, 
3 
Ferſey, March 25, 1741. Your moſt Faithful, and 
Obedient Servants, 
E. VERNON, 
: C. OcLE, 
R. LesTock 
P. S. As you mentioned your being well fur- 
niſhed with Scaling Ladders, I ſhould be glad you 
would give an Order for our being ſupplied with 
twenty, if you can conveniently ſpare lo _ v Or 
what you can ſparc, 


To Commodore LESTOCK. 

By, &c. 

Hereas I ſhall be moving up, with my own 
Diviſion and Sir Chaloner Ogle's, to ſtreighten 
and cut off all Communication with the Town, with 
all poſſible Expedition; I have judged it mot for 
his Majeſty's Service, to leave you with your Diviſion 
at Boca Chica ; where you are to take upon you the 
Command and Direction of every Thing neceſſary 
to be done there, both for the Defence of the Har- 
bour, embarking the Cannon, refitting our diſabled 
Ships, re-embarking the Forces, and, in general, 
every Thing to be done there. 

And as it will be greatly for the Preſervation of 
our Ships, to have the late Spani/h Admiral's Ship, 
the Gallicia, put into Condition to be moved up 
for. a floating Battery againſt Caſtilla Grande ; | 
would have it be one of your firſt Conſiderations, 
to furniſh her with Anchors and Cables, for moving 


up with her, and mooring her for ſuch a Battery, 
where 


„ 
4 that and the Forts of Sr. Jago and St. Philip, they 
P had not yet had Time for getting any Guns mount- 
ed, ſo there was no Fire from thence; and our 
three Eighty-Gun Ships, the Norfolk, Ruſſel, and 
Shrewſbury, being judiciouſly anchored very cloſe 
under thoſe two Caſtles, made ſo warm a Fire, 


) that in leſs than an Hour they ſhattered them 
ſufficiently, and drove every Soul out of them, fo 
8 as to enable us that ſame Evening to make good a 


Ir» Deſcent, with the Grenadiers, under the Walls 
ou of thoſe Caſtles, and to take Poſſeſſion of both of 
ith chem, without having ſo much as a ſingle Muſket= 
or Bi ſhot fired at them; and the ſame Evening we got 
our Bomb-Ketches placed, and began to play upon 
Boca Chica Caſtle. 

But our Southermoſt Ship, the Shrewſbury, hav- 
ing had her Cable cut by the Enemy's Shot, before 
ſhe could let down another Anchor, fell to Lee- 
ward, open with Boca Chica Caſtle, and the Fire 
from ſome of their Ships, and from a Faſcine Bat- 
tery to Leeward : But, however, Capt. Townſend, 
who commanded her, choſe to maintain his Poſt till 
Night, like a brave, gallant Officer, rather than re- 
tire in View of the Enemy; by which his Maſts, 
Hull, and Rigging, have been greatly ſhattered, 
and render'd unſerviceable, and he has loft about 
lixty Men killed and wounded (about a third of 
the former ;) but he maintained a very good Fire 
trom his Ship till Night, when he had Orders to re- 
tire. The other two Ships had each three killed 
and nine wounded, and all our Ships made very 
good regular Fire, and Officers and Men diſcharged 
their Duty with great Chearfulneſs. 

By Noon the next Day (the 10th) we got all 
the reſt of the Troops landed, without the leaſt 
S Moleſtation from the Enemy; and then all our 
voats, and great Numbers of our Seamen, were 


L kept 


1741 

kept conſtantly employed in landing the Artillery 
with all poſſible Diligence, and with great Fatigue 
to our Officers and Men; who, by Reaſon of the 
great Swell, were forced to work like Water-Rats 
on the Rafts made for floating them aſhore, and 
went through all the Fatigue, both of getting it to 
ſhore and landing it, and getting it mounted after- 
wards: And our Train came out ſo ill furniſhed, 
that Mr. J/ntworth was obliged to have Recourſe 
to our Seamen, to ply their Guns on their Battery 
too, when they were mounted, 

The Engineers flow Progreſs, and Soldiers Lazi- 
neſs giving us Uneaſineſs, for fear of fatal Conſe- 
quer.ces trom Delays, engaged Sir Chaloner and me 
to join in a Letter of the 11th, which I likewiſe ſend 
your Grace incloſed a Copy of. On the 12th we 
got the Ludlow Caſtle in, to play on the Caſtle from 
a Mortar ſhe had on board; and on the 13th they 
began to play on the Caſtle from the Bomb-Battery 
on ſhore; and by Sunday the 15th at Noon, we made 
an End of landing all the Artillery and Ordnance 
Stores they brought out, and twelve twenty-four 
Pounders lent out of our Ships at the General's 
Requelt. 

Complaint being made by Mr. Wentworth, of 
their being much galled by the Fire of a Faſcine 
Battery on the oppoſite Side of the Harbour, which 
we call the Barradera Side (which I had obſerved, 
and employed Officers to view it, and was forming 
a Scheme to attack it as ſoon as they had done 
employing our Boats in landing Things for them) 
I held a Council of War on the 17th (which I fend 
your Grace incloſed a Copy of) but was put off the 
Execution of my Deſign by its blowing too hard the 
ſucceeding Day: But on the 19th at Night it was 
executed with wonderful Reſolution and Succels. 
The Boats of each Diviſion were put under. the 

; Command 
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Command of Captain arſon, Captain Norris, and 
Captain Colby, (as Captains to the Commanding 
Officers of each Diviſion) but commanded in Chief 
by Captain J/atſon, my Captain; and the Men to 
be landed out of the Boats, were under the Com- 
mand of Captain Boſcawen, Captain Laws, and 
Captain Cotes, commanded in Chief by Captain 
Boſcawen, They landed about a Mile to Leeward of 
this Faſcine Battery, which was of fifteen Twenty- 
four Pounders; and I had divided them, to be 
part landed, and part kept in the Boats, as I 
thought either being put into any Diſorder, could 
more eaſily have been recovered by the other's flank- 
ing the Enemy's Fire. At their landing they for- 
tunately pitched aſhore under the Muzzles of the 
Guns of a Five-Gun Battery, which they knew 
nothing of; and recollecting that their Security 
was in their Reſolution, jumped boldly into the 
Battery, and ſurprized the Enemy fo as to receive 
but little Damage, and ſecured thoſe Cannon. 
This gave the Alarm to the other, who had Time 
to point two of their Cannon at them, which 
went over their Heads, and did them little Damage 
and our Men ſoon ruſhing in upon them thus 
boldly and reſolutely, made themſelves Maſters 
of two Batteries of 20 Four-and-twenty Pounders, 
and kept Poſſeſſion of them, till they had ſpiked 
up all the Guns, tore up the Platforms, and made 
two glorious Bonfires of the Platforms and Car- 
riages, and brought off fix wounded Priſoners, 
with an inconſiderable Loſs on our Side; which 
Succeſs was a great Reliet to our Troops aſhore, 
who had been galled by the Shot of the Battery. 
Being grown very uncaſy, both from the Appre- 
henſions of the Opennels of the Road the Fleet lay 
expoled to, and the foul Groun'! that was daily 


cutting our Cables, and the flow Proceedings of 
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their Engineers, I held another Council of War on 
- 21ſt, which I ſend your Grace incloſed a Copy 
of. | 

It was Sunday the 22d, about Seven in the Morn- 
ing, before our Battery on Shore began to play on 
Boca Chica Caſtle; and as the Faſcine Battery was 
judiciouſly placed, the Enemy had been diligently 
at work, and had got two Guns mounted to pla 
ſrom thence again, and were at work to . 
them; upon which I ordered a Ship cloſe under 
the _ to rake that Battery, which ſilenced them 
a little, 

On Monday the 23d, Commodore Leftock, in the 
Boyne, with the Prince Frederick, Hamplon-Court, 
and Suffolk, went in to batter Boca Chica Caſtle and 
the Ships, and the Tilbury was added: But the 
Boyne falling far to Leeward, and open to too much 
of their Fire, I was obliged to call her off that Even- 
ing; but the reſt continued there; and the Princeſs 
Amelia, that was fallen farther to Lecward than I 
intended, lay fair to ſilence the new-mounted Guns 
on the Faſcine Battery, which ſhe did accordingly 3 
which was a great Preſervative to the Men playing 
our Battery on Shore, and in the Camp, as their 
Shot went over the Hill into the Camp. 

On the 24th our Ships renewes their Fire, but 
the Prince Frederick and Hampton-Court, being much 
galled by the Shot from their Ships, which they 
had warped further out for that purpoſe, I was ob- 
liged to call them off; and on this occaſion his 
Majeſty loſt a brave gallant Officer, in Lord Au- 
brey Beauclerk, who would have been an Honour 
to his noble Family and his Country, being a calm 
ſedate Officer, as well as a reſolute one. About 


Noon this Day, I ſent all our Boats again to the 
Attack of the Faſcine Battery (the Men to be landed, 
under the Command of Captain Hatſon, .* 

| otes, 
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Cotes, and Captain Dennis; and thoſe remaining in 
the Boats, under the Command of Captain Cleland, 
and Captain Broderick,) the Enemy appearing to 
have mounted ſix Guns, which the General com- 
plained galled him much; their Men did not dare 
to ſtand the Aſſault; and having Time and Day- 
light for it, our Men deſtroyed the Guns they had 
brought thither, broke up all their Platforms in- 
tirely, ſet every thing on Fire, and drew ſome of 
our Boats over a Neck of Land into the Harbour, 
and boarded and burnt a Sloop that lay there to 
ſupply that Battery with Ammunition and what 
they wanted. At Night we drew off the Suffolk 
and Tilbury, every thing appearing to us fit for an 
Aſſault; and you have likewiſe incloſed Copies of 
our joint Letters to the General, of the 23d, 24th, 
and 25th, 


The General coming off to give me an Account 


of his Intentions to aſſault the Breach the ſaid 
25th an Hour before Night, I immediately made 
the Signal for my Boats again, and ſent them in 
to make a favourable Diverſion for them, under 
the chief Command of my Engineer Capt. Knowles 
and we ſent ſome Cohorn Mortars, and Patereroes, 
that we had a Proſpect of uſing againſt S/. Foſeph's 
Fort, which we thought to throw ſome Shells into, 
and, if we found it fordable, to ſtorm it in the 
Night; and he had my Captain, Captain Cotes, and 
the other with him. They got to the Faſcine 
Battery, and landed, and drew up their Men, be- 
tore the Time of our Forces marching to the At- 
tack of Boca Chica Caſtle ; which muſt have con- 
tributed to throw the Enemy into ſome Confuſion. 
Our Grenadiers, at the time the General had ap- 
pointed, moved in very good Order to the Aſſault, 
mounted the Breach, and had got over a Breaſt- 
work made within the Breach, without their ſeem- 
ws 
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ing to be perceiv'd by the Enemy; were Maſters 
of Boca Chica Caſtle without having a Muſket-ſhot 
fired at them, tho' it was an Hour before Night; 
and had only one Man wounded, by a ſhot trom 


St. Joſeph's Caſtle in their Way. Our Men, ſoon 
after its being dark, attempted fording to S7. Fo- 
ſepb's, being got thro? a Moraſs juſt upon the Back 
of it; but found that impracticable, ſome ſlipping 
into Holes up to their Necks : So they returned 
to their Boats, and the Enemy for tome time kept 
firing Partridge on them through the Buſhes, but 
only wounded one Man. Finding the Conſterna- 
tion the Enemy were in, from their having begun 
to {et Fire to one of their Ships, our Men reſolved 
to row in their Boats cloſe under the Lee Shore, 
and ſtorm S/. Zoſeph's Fort from their Boats; which 
they did accordingly, and found only three drunken 
Spaniards there, Fluſhed with this Succeſs, and 
finding the Enemy were upon ſinking the other 
Ships, they rowed up to the Ships, (as they were 
now got within the Boom) and boarded Don Blaſs's 
own Ship; where they took Priſoners, the Captain 
of the Ship, the Captain of the Marines, an En- 
ſign, and lixty Men, who not having had Boats 
to make their Eſcape in, had deferr'd ſinking the 
Ship till they could make their. own Eſcape : And 
then our People went and cut the Boom, to make 
all clear for us next Day, lcaving Officers and Men 
on board the Gallicia (Don Blaſs's own Ship, where 
they found both Flag and Colours flying) and a 
Garriſon in St. Foſeph's Fort. The wonderful Suc- 


ceſs of this Evening and Night is ſo aſtoniſhing, 
that one cannot but cry out with the Pſalmiſt, It i- 
the Lord's doing, and ſeems marvellous in our Eyes 
God made us truly thankful for it! 

And now we are in full Poſſeſſion, I think J 


may ſay it was as narrow a Channel, as difficult of 
Accels, 
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Acceſs, and as good a Diſpoſition was made to de- 
fend it, as I can apprehend to be any where in the 
World ; for they had above two hundred Pieces of 
Cannon, from Forts, Batteries, and Ships, that lay 
all to play upon any Ship coming in within the 
Compaſs of a Mile round. But tho? the Bully Don 
muſt be ſaid to know very well how to make a 
Diſpoſition, he is very far trom convincing me he 
knows how to make the beſt Defence with it after- 
wards. 

On Thurſday the 26th I haſtened into the Har- 
bour, to make proper Diſpoſitions, and give all ne- 
ceſſary Orders; but tho* I had nothing to do but 
to get in, I found it Matter of great Difficulty ; 
eſpecially as they had ſunk the San Carlos and the 
Africa in the beſt of the Channel, and the Sf. Philip, 
which they had burnt and blown up, was yet burn- 


ing on the Lee Shore; ſo that I was above three 


Hours warping thro', after I anchored in the 
Narrows, before I could get to fail up the Harbour; 
which I did about two Leagues the ſame Evening, 
for ſeeing about me, and making my Diſpoſitions 
to poſt my Ships, as they ſhould get thro' ; and 
our getting Poſſeſſion now was the more providen- 
tial, as we have had very blowing Weather ever 
ſince : The ſame Evening there got in with me on- 
ly the Burferd and Orford of my own Diviſion. 
The next Day (the 27th) I gave Orders to Capt. 
Griffin, with Lord Auguſtus in the Orford, under 
his Orders, to advance as faſt as the Wind would 
let them, for poſting themſelves acroſs the Har- 
bour, as near as they could, juſt without Gun-ſhot 
of Caſtillo Grande, for cutting the Enemy off from 
all Communication by Water as ſoon as we could ; 
which they could move but flowly in, as the Wind 
has blown very freſh ever ſince our being here, 
and right down the Harbour. On the ſame Day 
the 
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the Worceſter got up to me, and I ſent her to 
anchor cloſe to a Wharf where there is a good 
Crane and a Spring of Water, which I thought 
* neceſſary to ſecure for the Service of the Fleet, 
The Weymouth, with my Engineer Capt. Knowles, 
getting in the fame Afternoon, I ſent him, with 
the Cruizer Sloop under. his Command, to deſtroy 
their Batteries at Paſſo Cavallos, and to ſeize what 
Sinn Hulks were there; which he executed the 
28th, having deſtroyed their two Batteries of eight 
Guns on each Side the Entrance into Paſſo Cavallos, 
and rendred thoſe Guns unſerviceable, by ſpiking 
them up, and knocking off their Trunnions, and 
has brought out four large Sinu Hulks, that 
may be very uſeful to us for our ſecond Deſcent, 
and the watering our Ships. Sir Chaloner Ogle got 
in with his Ship the 27th-at Night, and worked 
up above me the 28th, between me and my ad- 
vanced Guards ; but there are only got up to him 
yet, of his Diviſion, the R7ppon, Jerſey, and Expe- 
riment; and I fend your Grace incloſed Copies of 
the preſent Orders Sir Chaloner and Mr. Leſtock 
have to act under. 

The Torbay, and two Fireſhips of my Diviſion 
got through, and came up to me the 3oth in 
the Morning, as did the Evening of the ſame 
Day the Chichefter of my Diviſion, and the two 
Bomb-Ketches : For the blowing Weather theſe 
laſt rwo Days having forced all the ſmall Ships 
to take Shelter in the Mputh of the Harbour, 
they lay there as thick as the Ships below Bridge 
in the River Thames, and have ſo choaked up the 
Mouth of the Harbour, as to have prevented us 
making more Diſpatch, having anchored foul of 
one another. But the Boats from my Ships within 
have been picking up their Boats, which wall be 


of Service to us, who have loſt and deſtroyed 
ſeveral 


187 
ſeveral in the great Seas we have had to deal with, 
and will help to ſtreighten our Enemies. 
We held a general Council of War the 3oth, 
and I ſend your Grace a Copy of the Reſolutions 
taken in it; and no Time ſhall be loſt, on my 


Part, to puſh every Thing on with Diligence and 


Reſolution, for our Royal Maſter's Honour and 
Service, I have many employed in reconnoitring 
how to do it moſt effectually, and hope to get our 
Bomb-Ketches placed to play on Caſtillo Grande by 
the 31ſt at Night, or the iſt of April. 

The Enemy are acting in a Sort of Deſpondency, 
having ſunk all their Galleons and other Ships acroſs 
the Mouth of the upper Part of their Harbour, 
above Caſtillo Grande, except the Conquiſtador and 
Dragon, (the two remaining Men of War of the King 
of Spain) and a Ship wearing French Colours, in 
order entirely to choak up the Channel into that 
Harbour ; and it looks as if they did not expect to 


maintain it, ſince they are taking ſuch Meaſures en- 


tirely to deſtroy i it. 
As I thought the Knowledge of our Proceedings 


ſo far, might be of great Importance to our Royal 


Maſter's Service, I ordered the Spence, Capt. Laws, 
to get himſelf ready for his homeward-bound 
Voyage with all poſſible Expedition; and he having 
ſent me Word he ſhall be ready by to-morrow 
Night, I am hurrying to have my Diſpatches ready 
againſt that Time, which the many Affairs I have 
hourly to give Orders in hardly allow me Leiſure 
for. Your Grace mult therefore be ſo good as to 
excuſe all Incorrectneſs in my Manner of doing it, 
having, I aſſure you, no Time unemployed for ſe- 
curing the Succeſs of this Expedition. 

Captain Vateman, in the Cruizer Sloop, has 
brought me hither your Grace's Letter of the 4th 
of December, which could not but give me great. 

M Plcalure, 


KGG 
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Pleaſure, by acquainting me with his Majeſty's © t. 
gracious Favour, in a conſtant Approbation of my tim 
Conduct; an Honour I ſhall be ever ſtudious to 60 
reſerve, by the ſtricteſt Regard for his Majeſty's Aft 
Honour and Service in the great Truſt he has re- N to 


poſed in me, having no greater Ambition than to ( 
approve myſelf his Majeſty's faithful Subject and I gin 
Servant. Ts 


I was forry to find Capt. Yakeman had met with WW abo 
ſuch bad Weather on the Northen Continent, as very 
to diſappoint him of delivering your Grace's Let- W yh; 
ters there; and more ſo, that he ſhould have WW Boat 
brought them hither : But I will ſend them for ¶ cove 
Jamaica in a Day or two, to be forwarded from ¶ Men 
thence, concluding that Duplicates muſt have got ſixty 
thither long betore now. 

I hope it will not be long before we ſhall hear 
of the ſafe Arrival of the Convoy from England 
with the Proviſions, as we may otherwiſe be greatly 
diſtreſſed for want of them. 

As General Wentworth has had early Advice of 
this Sloop's ſailing, your Grace will learn from him 
all Particulars of their Proceedings, to which I muſt 
beg leave to refer you, 

Since my laſt, Captain Devgla/s has taken two 
Spaniſh Prizes coming from St. % for this Port; 
Captain John Trevor, whom J had cruizing off Sante 
Martha, has taken a Regiſter Ship and an Aviſo, 
both from Cadiz, bound to this Port, with Letters 
as late as the 2d of Febuary, their Stile; and 
Captain Moſtyn, in the Deptford, cruizing to Lee- 
ward of this Port, has taken a ſmall Spaniſh Ship 
from Ferrol, and a Snow from Porto Bello, who 
had been to carry a Battalion from hence thither: 
So that we have watched them pretty cloſely every 


way. 
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Iwill ſend one of my Tender Sloops in a Day or 
two for Jamaica; and if ſhe does not get thither 
/ Wl time enough to put your Grace's Packets for the 
0 Governors of the Northern Colonies on board the 
s WW 4{#rea, ſhe ſhall have Orders to proceed with them 

to New-Zork. 
0 On the zoth in the Evening I ordered my En- 
d  gincer, Captain Knowles, up in his Ship to recon- 
noitre for me. He getting up that Night a little 
h WW above my advanced Guards, obſerved they were 
as Wl very buſy in moving about with thirteen Launches, 
t- W which made them keep a good Guard with their 
Boats that Night: But the next Morning he dif- 
covered, that they had ſunk their two remaining 
Men of War, the Conquiſtador and Dragon (both of 
ſixty Guns) and were removing Things out of Caſtillo 
Grande. On which he immediately acquainted Sir 
Chaloner Ogle with it (who lay between me and my 
advanced Guards, the Burford and Orford) who 
ordered Captain Knowles to advance with his Ship, 
and fire on the Caſtle, to ſee if they would return 
it; which he obſerving they did not, he immediately 
made the Signal for the Boats manned and armed, 
who rowed up directly to the Caſtle, and took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it without Oppoſition. I have appointed 
wo Capt. Knowles Governor, as I know no one is better 
rt ; Movalified for making his Remarks from it, how we 
nie may take our Advantages to puſh on ſucceſsfully 
1/0, the Progreſs of his Majeſty's Arms. I hope ſoon 
ters Wo get in my Bomb-Ketches to play upon the 
and Mlown ; and we ſhall now be able to land our 
ee · orces within a League of the Town when they 
hipget up to us, which could not have been done in 
ho es than three Leagues without being Maſters of 
er :W1/ti/lo Grande : So that it is a moſt advantageous 
cquiſition, to ſhorten the Proceedings of the Army, 
wo will, J hope, be encouraged to advance the 
| 2 faſter 
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Faſter for it ; and I am under fail, to anchor cloſe to 
the Caſtle myſelt, to ſee with my own Eyes, and 
give proper Directions for puſhing Things on as faſt 
as poſſible, as I dread the approaching Rains. 
This firſt Day of April in the Morning, I am 


got to an Anchor, in my own Ship, cloſe to Caſtillo 


Grande, and am ſetting ſome of my Ships at work 
to try to heave the Maſts out of the ſunk Ships, 
to make a Channel over thoſe ſunk in deepeſt 
Water, to get my Ships in, and ſecure a fafe De 
ſcent to the Army under the Fire of our Guns as 
near the Town as poſſible; and hope to have done 
before they will come up to us, there being but 
two Tranſports yet come up, which got up laſt 
Night; and I hope to get my Bomb-Ketches in 
before Night, and keep them upon the watch al 
Night. 

T have ſent the two Spaniſh Captains home with 
Capt. Laws, believing your Grace might be deſirou 
to have their Examinations taken at home. Capt. 
Forden, the Captain of the Ship, 1s a French Man, 


but has been long in the Spaniſh Service, 1 am, 


My Lord Duke, 
Princeſs Carolina, in Jour Graces moſt 
Carthagena Har- Obliged, and moſt 
bour, the firit of Deveted. Humble $ / 
Avril 1741, inthe evoted, Humble Servant, 
Morning. E. V. 


To General WEN TWORTH. 

SIR, 
Have received yours by Mr. Wallace between 
Twelve and One this Day, and it gave me, and 
Sir Chaloner Ogle, who was with me, great Pleaſure 
to find you had determined on landing to-morrov 
Morning by Break of Day, as being fully —_ 
thi 


1851 
that all Delays are greatly prejudicial to the Succeſs 
of this Expedition, as we have not only the ap- 
proaching Rains to fear, as the moſt fatal Enemy, 
but are thereby giving the Enemy Time to be 
raiſing Works to obſtruct our Progreſs. 

Mr. Wallace told us it was your Deſire, that the 
Boats of the Fleet ſhould be on board the Tranſports 
the Troops are to be landed from, by Two o' Clock 
to-morrow Morning ; and we will take Care the 
Boats of each of our Diviſions ſhall be divided under 
the Care of two Captains from each Diviſion, to 
direct the careful Embarkation of the Troops from 
the ſix Ships he deſired they might be fetched 
from. 

And I have this Evening given Orders to Capt. 
Knowles, of the Weymouth, (who, with the three 
Fireſhips and Cruizer under his Orders, is poſted 
to cover the Deſcent) to make all neceſſary Obſer- 
vations for their Service, and to fire upon the 
Enemy wherever he may obſerve them to be at 
Work; and think it will be beſt for the Boats to 
rendezvous on board him and the Fireſhips before 
Day-light to-morrow Morning, as he will beſt be 
able to give them all neceſſary Information, for 
their making a ſecure Deſcent by Break of Day; 
which, we have not the leaſt Doubt in us, can be 
done with great Security, even with a much leſs 
Number than that you propoſe to land with, of 
fourteen hundred. 

And if any more of your Troops are ready, and 
you are deſirous they ſhould be immediately brought 
aſhore to you, our Officers that command at mak- 
ing the Deſcent, will, at your Deſire, go immedi- 
atcly, and fetch ſuch farther Number aſhore as you 
ſhall deſire, 

We think, if you puſh with Vigour, you cannot 
tail of Succeſs, which we heartily wiſh you, for the 

Service 
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Service of our Royal Maſter and your own Honour 
and are, with great Friendſhip and Eſteem, 
SIX, 
Tour moſt Faithful, and 
Obedient Servants, 
E. VERNOV. 
C. OcLs. 


Princeſs Carolina, in 
Carthagena Harbour, 
P Apr il 45 17 41. 


— 


To General WENTWORTH. 


FAX. 

* have ſent you this Morning the Soldiers of 

all Denominations from our two Diviſions, 
as you deſired, and you will have thoſe from 
Mr. Leſtocx's to-morrow, which all together are very 
near fifteen hundred Men; and according to the 
Accounts we have, your Numbers, with the Blacks, 
will be very near ſix thouſand 3 which being more 
than even the Number you thought ſufficient, we 
cannot but, in Regard to the Intereſt of our Royal 
Maſter and Friendſhip to you, repeat what we have 
ofren mentioned to you, that the moſt fatal Enemy 
to be apprehended is Delay, and expoſing your 
Troops to the approaching Rains, 

And as every Day's Experience has ſhewed, that 
the Spaniards are an Enemy that cannot ſtand be- 
ing vigorouſly puſhed, we cannot but adviſe you 
againſt flow Proceedings, as what may prove of 
greateſt Detriment to your Forces; it being plain, 
the Enemy are infinitely better provided with En- 
gincers than you, and will have the Advantage of 
you in every Thing depending on carrying on 
Works of that Kind; and a vigorous Puſh will, in 
our Apprehenſions, be a greater ſaving to your 
Men, and ſo intimidate the Enemy as ſpeedily to 
bring Matters to a ſhort Iſſue. 
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The Gentleman who prepared you the laſt Plan 
for your advancing to where you are now, having 
drawn out another for your entirely inveſting the 
Town, and cutting off all their Communication with 
the Country; we have thought it for his Majeſty's 
Service, to ſend you it incloſed, and cannot but 
give it as our Advice to you, that no Time ſhould 
be loſt in entirely cutting off their Communication, 
as a Matter of the greateſt Conſequence for ſecuring 
the Succeſs of this Expedition. 

And as we have heard the Enemy are framing 
Lies to ſpirit up their People, by giving it out that 
they hung out a White Flag at Boca Chica Caſtle, 
but that we would not admit any Capitulation ; 
We are of Opinion, that as ſoon as ever you have 
entirely inveſted the Town, it might not be amiſs 
to ſend them a Summons to ſurrender, with a Pro- 
miſe of good Terms on their immediate ſurren- 
dring, and Aſſurance of no Quarter, if they oblige 
us to take by Storm a Place, which, they cannot but 
be ſenſible, they are in no Condition to defend: 
And that this wonld beſt be done by the Bearer, or 
others who have refided there and can ſpeak Spaniſh. 
We are, with great Friendſhip and Eſteem, 


dice Carola, in Your moſt Faithful, and 
Carthagena Harbour, Obedient Servants, 
April 6, 1741. E. VERXNON. 


C. OcLE. 

P. S. The Pickets and Faſcines fhall be for- 
warded to you, as you deſire; but we hope you 
will be Maſter of St. Lazarus without them to- 
morrow. And the Map ſent you by Captain Mac- 
berſon will explain to you, how you may eafily 
this Night ſurprize and get upon the Back of the 
aſcine Battery that they are erecting at the Foot 
i the Hill, which being of a Fullers Earth, _ 
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be eaſily undermined when you are got to the Foot 


of it. E. VER NOV. 5 
C. Oer. 


. 1 Pr 


To Commodore LES TOC K. 


SIR, 


J Have receiv'd yours of this Morning by Captain I ha 
Douglaſs, and return you Thanks for your Care N h 
in diſpatching the Gallicia up, which we have now 
got pretty near Caſtillo Grande, We ſhall begin 
fitting her for a Battery, and doubt not but to have — 
her in Readineſs betore the Army will begin to play 
on the Town, who ſeem to continue their old ſlow M 5 
Pace here, that you complain the Ordnance Officers 
did below. I hope the Ship for the neceſſary 
Stores, which they have left behind, is ſafe with I Arm 
you, and doubt not of your Care in the ſpeedily Mimm 
diſpatching her up. Lon 
As you mention the two Sloops not being ſuff-Mthen; 
cient to bring up the Soldiers trom your Diviſion ng 
to-day, I have ordered you down the Brig Tender chi 


this 


to bring up the reſt, and hope that will enable youWmarc] 
to ſend them all up, not to leave them the lealtMnq | 
Pretence for dilatory Proceedings, the moſt fatalWengir 
Enemy they have to tear. An 

You have my Orders already for returning meWitino 
not only a particular Account of the Officers and hic! 
Soldiers now ſent from the reſpective Ships of youlſor the 
Diviſion, but likewiſe of thoſe you formerly ſent o brin 
join the Army at Boca Chica, which pleaſe to ſen lx, A 
me as ſoon as you can. | tereby 


And after that, let me have Accounts ſent mehente;s 


what Numbers you have from your Ships in GariRion, t 
fon at Boca Chica and St. Foſeph, and what may Whorroy 
actually remaining on board each Ship after dedudſ vo Da 
ing all thoſe Detachments. 7 ictuall 
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For your weekly Account gives me no Informa- 
tion at all, as by that you make every Ship to have 
more on board than their Complement. I am, 
SI X, 
Princeſs Carolina, in Car- Your moſt Obedient, 
thagexa Harbour, April Humble Servant, 
7, 1741. 1 
: P. S. Captain Cooper and Captain Douglaſs will 
in have my Orders for procceding immediately to Sea, 
which they will communicate to you; and pray 


WIE haiten them out as ſoon as you can. 

IN 

0 

VC 1 ge 
lay To Sir CHALONER OGLE. 

ov SIX, 


ers * two Sloops now working up having on 
board part of the Troops to be ſent to the 
nth Army, amounting to about 240, I deſire you will 
lily immediately make the Signal and order ſufficient 
ongboats and Pinnaces from your Diviſion to tow 
uff · tem, for landing theſe Troops at the firſt Land- 
ſion ing place of Texa de Gracia, as ſoon as poſſible 
nder this Afternoon, that there may be time for their 
youEmarching to the Camp before Night; and I will 
lealtMſend an Officer to adviſe the General of it, for his 
ſending his Orders to them in time. 

And there being judged neceſſary, for the ſpeedy: 
Mitting the Gallicia, a ſupply of ſixty Carpenters, 
which may be either Houſe-Carpenters or Joyners, 
or the Works intended ; but they are to be ordered 
o bring with them their proper working Tools, as 
x, Adze, Saw, Hammer, and Gimlet;) you are 
tereby directed to order a Supply of four ſuch Car- 
enters from each Ship of the Line of your Divi- 
lon, to be on board the Gallicia by Day-Break to- 
norrow Morning, and each reſpective Ship to ſend 
o Days Proviſions, and to continue to keep them 
ictuallod while they are at work there. 1 
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The Boats of my Diviſion are going to land 
Ordnance Stores. I am, 


| , 
3 C _— in Your moſt Obedient, and | 
arthagena Harbour, 
April 7, 1741. moſt Humble at? lu 
to 
* * — — M 
To Commodore LESTOCK. be 


SIX, 
4 received your ſecond Letter of this Day, Ve 
ſince my diſpatching my Anſwer to your firſt 
by Lieutenant Kempenfield of the Strafford. 
The Stoops are come up with the Soldiers, {WA 
which will be landed this Afternoon, and the g. 


Sloops diſpatched back to you this Evening, toge- Scal 
ther with my Brig Tender; and pray. without fail * 


diſpatch all the reſt of the Troops up by them to- 
morrow Morning as early as poſſible. 

Captain Griffin has already hove out the Dragon's dv; 
Fore-Maft and Mizen-Maſt, and is got upon the 
Conguiſtador's Maſt ; ſo if any of your Ships Maſts 
can't be made ſerviceable, let their Carpenters come 
up in time, and look upon thoſe that are aſhore at 
Caftillo Grande. | 

Mr. Wallace ſays he has no ſhip ſo clear as that 


he has already ſent you, but deſires you will order . H 
the Cradles to be taken out, and placed in Boca 
Chica Caſtle, which may be wanted for the Sick 
there; and hopes that will make Room for what i" lc 
Stores are remaining: But pray don't forget, pre- 2 


ferably to all, to ſend up by her the Carriages of 
the 24 Pounders, and whatever elſe may belong to b 


the Battering Cannon. I am, Tus, 1 

S I R. lat yo 
Princeſs Carolina, in Your moſt Obedient, 1% 
Carthageria Harbour, Humble Servan IPs, t 


— 7, 1741. E. V. dor 


1911 
To General WEN TwWwORTBE. 
44 
B* your Adjutant, this Afternoon, I had brought 
me your Letter of this Day, incloſing a Reſo- 
lution of a Council of War, which I immediately 
took into Conſideration with Sir Chaloner Ogle, 
Mr. Leſtoct being poſted at too great a Diſtance to 
be ſummoned. 5 
And in juſtification of the Advice we gave you, 
we mult remark to you, that Mr. Pointi, who 
ſeemed to dread the fatal Conſequences af Delay in 
theſe intemperate Climates as well as we, took the 
Reſolution of aſſaulting without Breach, and lodg- 
ing at the Foot of the Fort, and calling for his 
Scaling Ladders, happily ſucceeded in his Attempt. 
And had the Enemy been puſhed to the Walls the 
firſt Day (when they ſo ſcandalouſly fled before you, 
after an Opportunity of attacking you with ſa much 
„advantage, on your Granadiers coming out of the 
be fils, in marching up to your preſent Camp) we 
n; uagine your Arms might have been crowned 
ich as glorious Sccceſs : But we dread the Conſe- 
quences of Delay, and think you might ſafely have 
odged yourſelves under the Foot of ſuch high 
Walls as you mention; and as we took notice of 
Hill being of Fullers Earth, think it might 
alily have been mined, and a Breach ſoon made 
y it, if the Enemy had ſtood to it, which, from 
eir ſcandalous Behaviour hitherto, we think they 


* ſould not. 
* As to what you mention, of one of the King's 
0 ops being brought to batter the Fort of St. Ta- 


crys, it cannot but give us the greateſt Surprize 
nat you ſhould mean by it, who know that the 
eymauth was poſted where ſhe is now, with other 
ps, to cover the Landing of your Army; which 
as done with the greateſt Security to them, the 

| N 2 Enemy 
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Enemy having, by the Fire of our Ships, been 

driven from all their Intrenchments, ſo as to give 
your Army a ſecure Landing, without having ſo ſ | 
much as a Muſket-ſhot fired at them; and ſhe . 
continuing poſted within Piſtol-ſhot of the Shore, 18 
has kept ſcouring the Country, to ſecure your Camp b 
from any Attacks from the Enemy ever ſince. And a 
with the leaſt Obſervation, every one cannot but be ¶ c 
ſenſible, that no Ship can be brought to do you F 
more Service in the Attack of St. Lazarus than ſhe MW E 


has already done, 

And we believe you cannot but recolle& what P. 
Captain Knowles mentioned to you, that he thought MW © 
the neareſt Place where you could ere& a Bomb- £© 


Battery againſt S. Lazarus, would be on the Shore, 
within a Piſtol-ſhot of his Ship; where it may 
ſoon be done, if you fend your Engineers to vier 
it, and they approve of it. 

And if your Council of War continue of Opinion 
for raiſing Batteries to make a Breach, againſt 
paltry a Fort as S. Lazarus, let your Engineen 
compleat their Battery, which 1s the firſt Step, ani 
we will anſwer for it, they ſhall never wait a Mi 
nute for the Cannon. 

A Ship and Sloop are ordered to go off the 3. 
quilla, as you deſire; but the Shore running flat d 
there, we apprehend the Ship cannot get with 
Gun-ſhot of the ſhore; but they will do all ti 
can be done that way. And we cannot but thi 
you have Troops enough to intrench a Number: 
them there, which would effectually cut off ail the 
Communication that way, which is all that is wa 
ing to inveſt them entirely. 

The Mortars from the Ketches have been p 
ing upon St. Lazarus, as well as the Town (whi 
we could very plainly perceive) and ſhall continue 
do 10. | , 
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n And as we think it of Importance to puſh for a 
e Breach, and for getting into Carthagena with all 
ſo | poſſible Expedition, we have not preſſed with fo 
he much Diligence the getting the Spaniſh Admiral's 
te, Ship up hither, in order to be idle Spectators; 
np MW but ſhall endeavour to encourage and forward the 
nd active Zeal of his Majeſty's brave Sailors, to exe- 
be cute our Royal Maſter's Orders with Vigour and 
ou Reſolution. We are, with great Friendſhip and 
ſhe W Eſteem, 


SIX, 
hat Princeſs Carolina, in Your moſt Fail, ul, and 
ght * t * ena Harbour, Obedient Servants, 
nb- nne E. Vernow. 
ore, C. OcLE. 


may RS 


To Captain Coop ER of the Falmouth. 


By, Se. 

1 5 it is of the utmoſt Conſequence to the 

Succeſs of our preſent Enterprize, to pre- 
vent the Town of Caribagena from receiving any 
Supplies; and at the Boquilla, about a League to 
windward of the Town, there is an Entrance for 
ſmall Canoes, by which Supplies may be ſent in 
from the Sea, by their keeping along Shore. 

You are hereby required and directed, to haſten 
on board with all poſſible Expedition the Supply 
of a Month's Proviſions already ordered you, and 
then to haſten down to Boca Chica, and apply to 
Commodore Leſtock to give you Aſſiſtance for the 
immediate watering of you; and then you are, with 
all poſſible Expedition, to put to Sea, and anchor 
as near as you can fafely off the faid Boquzlla, or 
rather to windward of it, as it 1s from thence ſuch 


Supplies muſt come, But as I apprehend you 
can't 


1941 

can't anchor ſafely within Gun-ſhot of that Shore, 
vou are to take with you, and under your Com- 
mand and Direction, Captain Hall in the Virgin 
Queen, one of my Tenders ; and you have with you 
Orders for him to put himſelf under your Com- 
mand, and you may put a Lieutenant and as many 
more of your Men as you think proper, on board, 
whom you can anchor near to the Shore, and un- 
der the Protection of your Guns; by which Means 
I hope you will be effectually enabled to cut off all 
Communication that way, which you are carefully 
and diligently to employ yourſelves to prevent by 
all the Ways and Means you ſhall find to be moſt 
expedient and practicable. And you are to continue 
employing yourſelf in the ſaid Service till my fur- 
ther Orders, unleſs you may fooner diſcover any 
ſuperior Force of our Enemies appearing in ſight ; 
in which Caſe you are to make the beſt of your 
way to Boca Chica, tor your Security, and for giv- 
ing me early Intelligence, ſending your Boat in to 
me by Boca Grande, as you go down, for my eat- 
lier Information; as you will on your meeting any 
material Intelligence in your ſaid Station. For 
which this ſhall be your Warrant, 

Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, in Car- 
thagena Harbour, this 7th of April, 1741. 


— S + = a. —_ — 


To Captain Dou dl Ass of the Falmouth. 


By, Sc. 
hs U are hereby required and directed to re- 
cruit your Water at Boca Chica with all poſſi- 


ble Expedition, and then to proceed immediately 


to Sca, for cruizing to the N. W. of the Little * 
or 


„„ ff! KS, Bo att. 
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for your being in the Way to give protection to 
any Ships or Veſſels that may be coming with Sup- 


plies to us, and may fall to Leeward; or to inter- 


cept any of the Enemy's Trade coming from the 
Leeward Ports; and for giving me early Advice of 
the Approach of any Ships of Force of the Enemy. 

And as Captain Cuſack, of the Ludlow Caſtle, who 
is now cruizing there on the ſame Service, is very 
ſhort of Water, you are carefully to look out for 
him, and give him Orders to make the beſt of his 
Way into this Harbour, for receiving my further 
Orders. 

And you are to continue cruizing on the faid 
Service till my further Orders, from time to time 
ſtanding in, to ſend me Accounts of any material 
Intelligence you 'may meet with, and in other Re- 
ſpects governing yourſelf by the particular Direc- 
tions of my former Orders. For, &c. 

Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, in Cartha« 
zene Harbour, this 7th of April, 1741. | 

Z. J. 


To Capt. Coop ER of the Dunkirk, at Boca Chica. 


SIX, 
182 you this by Captain Boſcawen, to let you 
know we are informed by Deſerters to- day, that 
the Enemy have abandoned their Guard at the Bo- 
quilia; and if you find it fo, loſe no Time after 
your Arrival there, to ſpike up the Guns they have 
there, and knock off their Trunnions, and deſtroy 
their Battery; and afterwards ſec if your Boats can 
have Water enough to enter into the Lake by the 
Boquilla, and ſend me ſpeedy Advice about it. 
Pray loſe no Time in getting to Sea to-morrow, 
and the Virgin Queen with you, Captain Hall hav- 
wg 
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ing my Orders to put himſelf under your Com- 


mand, I am, 
1 


Prieceh Caralina, in 
Caribagena Harbour, Tour very bumble Servant , 
April 8, 1741. E. V. 


— 8 * * 
— 


| To Commodore LESTOCK. 

$ 2. 

18 received yours of the 8th, and can't but be 
heartily concerned at the drunken, inconſiderate 

Proceedings of the Officers of the Train, to have 
the Joiſts of the Platform and Carriage Wheels now 

coming up, that ſhould have been firſt here; and * 


te mend the Matter, the blundering Maſter has a, 
anchored ſhort, who had a fine eaſy Gale to have | 
turned up with. l 

The Hoſpital Ships I have ordered to be reſerved A 
for wounded Men only ; and when the Army defire ſe: 
and have all our Soldiers of all Denominations, 1 - 


think they have all a Title to be taken care of in D 


their Hoſpitals. | 
Capt. Boſcawen, I find, is very willing to charge M 
himſelf with inſpecting and directing where Mines 
can be formed, for deſtroying effectually the Caſtle fro 
of Boca Chica; and I deſire you will let him be ſup- 2d 
plied with what Hands he ſhall want for that pur- W. 
poſc. ters 
nd he will be able to report to you, what Maſt f AA 
we have already hove out of their Ships; and pray, * 
let all thoſe that think they may want them, ſend V'®! 
their Carpenters to view them; and if you want nd of 1 
more, let me know, that we may not be moyling tc Cou 
no Purpoſe. Mr. 
We have ſixty Carpenters now at work to fi tick 
the Gallicia, and expect ſoon a Demand for — — 
ron 14) 


1 
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Fireſhips thro* that Channel) for poſting them to 
cover the Deſcent of the Army, at the Place I had 
fixed on for it, called Texar de Gracias; and then 
kept firing upon the Enemy wherever they ſaw 
them endeavouring to intrench themſelves. On 
the 3d, got the Weymouth, Captain Knowles's Ship, 
through the Weſtern Channel, and the next Night 
tranſported her round the Shoal to the Eaſtern Part 
of the Harbour, as her coming round the Shoal 
obliged her to come within Point-Blank Shot of the 
Town. I got the Cruizer in at the other Chan- 
nel the 4th in the Evening, and poſted them ſo 
round the Eaſtern Parts of the Harbour, that their 
Fire ſcoured the Country all round, and drove 
about an hundred of the Enemy from a Breaſt- 
work at the upper End of the Harbour, and the 
Weymouth*s Guns ſcoured the Country between that 
and Sf. Lazarus, by which means we procured a 
ſecure Deſcent to the Army, who began landing 
their Grenadiers at Texar de Gracias on the 5th at 
Night, and the reſt were landed before the next 
Day at Noon, without their having one ſingle 
Muſket-ſhot fired at them. 

I ſend your Grace incloſed Copies of the Letter 
from General Wentworth and Mr, Gui/e to me, of the 
2d of April, of the Reſolutions of our Council of 
War, ſent to him, of the 3d of April; of two Let- 
ters from General Y/entworth to me of the 4th of 
April; and of a joint Letter from me and Sir Chals- 
ner Ogle of the fame Date; being all that paſſed pre- 
vious to this ſecond Deſcent, And as a Continuation 
of the Copies of the Letters and Reſolutions of 
Councils of War, that have mutually paſſed between 
Mr. Wentworth and me ſince, is the moſt authen- 
tick Information I can give your Grace in it, from 
the unexpected Event ; I judged it was proper to 
lay them all before your Grace. You have accord- 


P ingly 
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ingly, incloſed, Copies of a Letter to me from Ge- 
neral F/entworth of the 6th of April; of a Letter 
from me and Sir Chaloner to the General, of the 
ſame Date; of one from General Wentworth of the 
5th, incloſing the Reſolutions of a Council of 
War of General and Field Officers, of the ſame 
Date ; and of the joint Opinions of me and Sir 
Chaloner, ſent to them in Anſwer to it, of the 
fame Dare ; and alſo of the Reſolutions of a Coun- 
cil of War of General and Field Officers of the 
roth (which was not delivered to me till the 11th, 
when I made the General a Viſit, in my Return 
from the Popa; and on the 12th Mr. Wentworth 
had ſent him the Reſolutions of our Council of 
War of that Day.) Then follow, the Reſolutions 
of their Council of War of the 13th, and Captain 
Knowles's Declaration of his Meſſage, mentioned 
in the former Reſolution ; the joint Anſwer to 
their Reſolutions from me and Sir Chaloner Ogle, 
of the ſame Date; and General Wentworth's Letter 
to me of the ſame Date, ſent me by Capt. Wal ſon 
(who carried him our Letter;) in, Conſequence of 
which the Gencral Council of War of Sea and 
Land Officers, was held the 14th, our joint Reſo- 
lutions in which, of the ſame Date, your Grace has 
likewiſe incloſed. For the particular Tranſactions 
of the Army from their ſecond Landing to that 
Day, I muſt beg leave to refer your Grace to Ge- 
neral Wentworth's own Accounts of them: But 1 
can with Pleaſure add, that the ſame Diſpoſition 
of my Ships, that ſecured their fafe Landing with- 
out having a Muſket-ſhot fired at them, was equally 
favourable ro their Retreat and Reimbarkation, 
which was likewife ſecurely effected (without their 
having a ſingle Muſket-ſhet fired at them from the 
Enemy) on the 16th at Night, the Time the Ge- 
neral deſued : And as the Plans both for the Land- 


ing 
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ing and inveſting the Town, are referred to in the 
Reſolutions and Letters, I have likewiſe ſent your 
Grace, incloſed, Copies of them. 

And from the Time of their Landing, to the 
Time of their Re-imbarkation, the Officers and 
Boats Crews of the Fleet were kept in conſtant Em- 
ployment, for the landing of the Train of Artillery, 
and mounting them on their Carriages, and land- 
ing all their Stores as deſired (though no Uſe was 
made of them) and likewiſe carefully and expedi- 
tiouy re-embarking them, when that was reſolved 
on. 

The Spaniſh Admiral's Ship, the Gallicia, was 
got hither on the 8th; and I ſent fixty Carpenters 
on board her, to fit her up for a Battery againſt 
the Town, for ſecuring our Men, as well as I could, 
from the general Fire I knew ſhe mult be expoſed 
to: But it was the 15th at Night before I could 
get her compleated to my Mind, and poſted as 
near their Walls as poſſible. Anchors were dropt 
for that Purpoſe in as ſhoal Water as the Boats 
could float them ; but the Shoalings from the 
Town ran too far off for any effectual Service. 
No Ship could be nearer placed, nor could any 
Fire be more regularly and cloſcly plied from a 
Sip, than was performed by the gallant Officers 
and Sailors on board of her, who ſtood the Fire 
from three Baltions, a Halt-moon, and a Ravelin, 
from Five in the Morning till near Twelve at 
Noon, and never flagged in their Fire all that Time, 
nor would have done till the Ship had ſunk under 
them: But as I ſaw ſhe could do no material 
Service againſt Stone Walls at that Diſtance, I ſent 
Captain Here (who commanded) my Orders to cut 
and drive before the Sea-Breeze, broadſide to the 
Enemy, as ſoon as the Breeze was ſtrong enough, 
ich was not till near Twelve; when they kept 

P 2 driving 
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driving broadſide of them, and continued their Fire, 
till they drove aſhore on the Shoal, where ſhe ſoon 
filled with Water, having twenty-two Shot between 
Wind and Water, and would ſoon have toundered 
at her Anchors, if I had not ordered her off, I 
thought I could not do his Majeſty more Honour 
and Service, than to beſtow a Reward of a Piſtole 
a Man on all petty Officers and Men dangerouſly 
wounded on board on, and Half a Piſtole a Man 
on the reſt, as a Reward for their reſolute and gal- 
lant Behaviour; which, I doubt not, will meet 
your Grace's Approbation, as a proper Employ- 
ment of Part of my Contingent Money, to encou- 
rage the Zeal and Reſolution of his Majeſty's brave 
Sailors. 

I begin to think now, that I have tried Experi- 
ments enough of this Kind to form ſome general 
Maxims upon, which are, in my Judgment, that 
no Ships ſhould ever be brought to batter againſt 
Stone Walls, unleſs they are firſt aſſured they can 
place their Ships within Muſket-thot of them. As 
Caſtillo Grande was a Fortreſs my Ships could have 
come within Piſtol- ſhot of, I am no longer ſurpri- 
zed the Enemy deſerted it at our Approach, to fave 
a a Garriſon that muſt otherwiſe have fallen an eaſy 
Sacrifice to us; and could my Ships have come as 
near their Town, I would not have thanked any 
one for it; and am glad I tried the Experiment 
with the Galicia, if it were but for the ſatisfying 
Gainſayers. 

Having received a Letter from our Exgliſb Pri- 
ſoners, of their hard Treatment in Carthagens 
Goal, I thought it my Duty to endeavour to pro- 
cure their Releaſe, by propofing an Exchange of 
Priſoners : And I ſend your Grace incloſed a Copy 
of my firſt Letters to the Vice Roy, ſent with a 


Flag of Truce by Captain Rertone, being of " 
17t 


— I 
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17th Inſtant, and his Excellency's Anſwer of the 
18th ; alſo my ſecond Letter of the 19th Inſtant to 


the Vice Roy, with his Anſwer to it of the ſame 
Date; who, together with it, ſent me off the S/raf- 
ford's Men, as was promiſed in his Letter, they 
being brought ro Town after he had wrote it. 

Our Shells damaged many of their Houſes, and 
ſome of their Churches, there being none thrown 
into the Town, but what were from the Bomb- 
Ketches, which were kept playing as long as we had 
any, and done ſparingly to make them laſt the 
longer. On Monday the 13th at Night, I find by 
the Priſoners, we had like to have had a lucky In- 
cident, from one of our Carkaſles falling into the 
oreat Church (where the principal Magazine for 
their Powder was) and ſetting Fire to the Timber 
and Plank that covered it: But on ringing the 
Alarm Bell, the whole Town went to work, threw 
Sand upon it, and ſtifled the Fire, which once 
more broke out a- new, but was effectually extin- 
guiſhed afterwards. And the Houſes were pretty 
well ſhattered by the Cannonading trom the Gallicia, 
tho* ſhe was not near enough to do the Walls any 
harm ; and I had ordered them to try at diſmount- 
ing their Guns, for their over Shot going into the 
Town. 

My Officers and Men have been employed in 
getting out the Maſts from ſome of the ſunk 
Spaniſh Ships, which we have happily ſucceeded 
in, fo as to have ſupplied with good low Mats 
all thoſe that had them ſhattered and rendered 
unſerviceable in the Cannonading of Boca Chica 
Caftle. We have alfo got Anchors and ſome Cables 
out of them, to repair tke Loſs of many loſt in the 
wild Road we had without; fo that by theſe ſeaſo- 
nable Helps I ſhall be enabled to have all the 
Damages pretty well repaired, and my Ships in 

good 
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good ſecure Condition for proceeding to Sca 
again. 

l fend your Grace further, incloſed, Copies of 
General Wentworth's laſt Letter to me of the 1 5th 
Inſtant, and my Anſwer to it of the ſame Date, and 
of my third Letter to the Vice Roy of Santa Te of 
the 21ſt, and his Anſwer to it of the 22d. 

Alſo Copies of the Reſolutions of our two laſt 
Councils of War, of the 23d and 24th Inſtant; 
which being for returning to Jamaica, on Account 
of the general Sickneſs in the Army, there remains 
nothing more for me to add, than that I hope it 
will appear, that I have neglected nothing in my 
Power for ſecuring the Succeſs of this Expedition, 
and puſhing it on with all poſſible Vigour, having, 
I am ſure, nothing more at Heart, than faithfully 
and diligently to diſcharge my Duty, in the vigo- 
rous Execution of our Royal Maſter's Orders and 
Inſtructions. 

I have mentioned, in many of my Letters to 
your Grace, my Apprehenſions that Sickneſs (from 
the Intempe rateneſs of the Climate) was moſt to be 
apprehended; and that the Time moſt was to be 
expected rom, was the firſt ſix Weeks, I hope a 
lictle Change of Air, and ſome Refreſhments, may 
recover the Army to a Condition for future Action, 
and ſhall be always realy to proceed with them 
upon it wherever future Councils of War may judge 
Proper; which, I apprehend, can be no where but 
on the Eaſt End of Cuba. And 1 think, if the 
Aimericays could be ſettled there, it would be much 
butter than their returning home to a Country 
Over-peopled already, which runs them on ſetting 
up Manufactures, to the Prejudice of their Mother 
Country. 

By the Induſtry of my Engineer Capt. Knowles, 


and our Sailors, the entire Demolition of Cafti/lo 
Grande 


theſe 
all p 
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ca Grande will be compleated the 2 gth Inſt. which has 


taken us the more Time from the great Thickneſs of 


of the Walls and Strength of the Cement, proving as 
th difficult a Jobb as the Iron Fort at Porto Bello. But 
9 it is effectually demoliſhed at laſt, and the Fifty- 


nine Pieces of Ordnance in it rendered unſerviceable, 
18 ſpiking up, and knocking off the Trunnions, 
** which, they being of Bilboa Iron, was a difficult Work 
to do; but we found out a way for making them 
brittle, by heating them and then quenching them 
ſuddenly with cold Water, many of them hammer- 
ing out like Bar Iron before that. My Sub-Engi- 
ny peer, Captain Boſcawen, has the Care of the ſame 
Work at Boca Chica, and, I hear, proceeds in it very 
'S» I fuccefsfully; ſo that I may aſſure your Grace, 1 
ſhall leave the Enemies Forts entirely demoliſhed, 
and their Pride pretty well huinbled, by the entire 


nd Peſtruction of their Shipping, as well as of all the 
Caſtles for the Security of their Harbour. 

10 As it will take Time to get ſo large a Fleet into 

IN dne Sea through fo narrow a Channel, I cannot fix 

be the certain Day we ſhall leave this Harbour; but 

* we ſhall be beginning to get them out on Monday 


Ae 27th, and I will take Care it ſhall be proceeded 
In with all poſſible Expedition, 

Governor Trelawney has ſent me hither by cke 
duperbe, that arrived here the 23d, a Piece of Ship- 
ige News, of its being ſaid fiftcen Sail of Ships were 
it Sea in the Latitude of 30, oo, with a White 
Flag at the Topmaſt-Head, which may be ſuppoſed 
the Marquis 4” Antin's Squadron: And from other 
Y HAqvices here, I hear Don Rodrigo de Torres arrived 
at the Havanna the 2d of March, and expected the 
French there. 

If J hear no certain Advices of their being in 
theſe Seas, upon my Arrival at Jamaica, I will uſe 
ai! poſſible Diligence for having the ſeven TR 

un 
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Gun Ships that are not ſheathed, and fo many il f. 
others of our Seventy and Sixty as I think will be t 
ruined if they do not get home this Summer, in I he 
Condition for procceding home, ſo as to ſave a 
Summer's Pailage, abſolutely neceſſary for crazy iſ de 
Ships, and ſuch as there is no Opportunity of ca- ¶ fo 
reening in this Country; and in all Reſpects to 
conform, as ncar as I can, to my Lords Juſtices ad- 5 
ditional Inſtructions on that head. And I hope, 
as they will be the moſt conſiderable Part of my 
Forces, I may againſt that time receive his Majeſty's 72 
rders for going home with them: If not, they 8er 
ſhall go under the Command of Commodore L, 
lock, apprehending, if the French are going home, up 
they may be more wanted at home than here. And | 
all the Fireſhips mult likewiſe go, that have been 
longeſt abroad, and Bomb-Ketches, if we are not Bat 
obliged to leave one behind here, trom not being 
in Condition to ſwim to Jamaica: But if that Pris 
ſhould be the Caſe, ſhe ſhall help to choak up thi} 2+ 
Harbour, by being ſunk full of Stones. 8, 
It was Yeſterday Afternoon before we could 
compleat the entire Demolition of Caſtillo Gran; 
which Sir Chaloner Ogle and I went and viewed in Cap! 
the Evening, and were both well ſatisfied, our En 
gineer, Captain Knowles, ſeconded by the Induſtry 
of our Scamen, had effectually deſtroyed it; and | 
could not think of moving from it till J had fee 
it done: But I have diſpatched down all the Tran 
ports and Storeſhips before me, and ſhall be fol 
lowing them myſclf this Evening; and hope t 
make a Beginning to-morrow in the getting ou 
Tranſports to Sea, having appointed a Convoy t( 
thoſe that can be got out the firſt Day ; and I ho 
by this Day ſe'nnight we may be all got out 
And I ſhall detach five Sail to cruize to windward 
Santa Martha, as I believe them much 9 
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ny from the General; ſo that you may have Orders 
be to ſend us ſome, but muſt expect no Supply from 
in hence, but muſt make the moſt of thoſe you have; 
* and let Accounts be *r of the Extra Work they 


az) do, which, I believe, I ſhall order them Payment 
ca- for on my Return to Jamaica. ' 

to I hope the Dunkirk will ſail to-morrow, and the 
ad- Virgin Queen with her, and will tow down a Maſt 

pe, for Captain Bo/cawen in her Way, | 

my Your Carpenters may come up to-morrow in the 

ys 77arren Sloop, and if they find any Thing for their 

they Service, ſhe may tow it down for them. 

L/- But whether they come up or not, pray ſend her 

me, up to me, and you may ſend by her any Thing ma- 

terial you may have obſerved them to leave behind, 

been eſpecially any Thing relating to the Platform of the 
noe Battery. I am, 


Jeng 8 1 R, | 
char Princeſs Carolina, in Car- Your moſt Obedient, 
this thagena Harbour, April Humble Servant 1 
8, 1741 E. v. 


— 


Captain KnowLes's Declaration of a Meſſage the 
10th of April, 1741. 


N the roth of April in the Afternoon, Captain 
| Knowles declares, he received a Meſſage from 

the General, relating to the having the Troops he 
intended to ſend to the Boguilla, victualled on board 
the Man of War which was appointed to lie in 
Punta Canoa Bay; which Meſſage he put down 
roy wich a Pencil in his Pocket-Book, and ſo ſoon as 
[ hopWhe went on board Admiral Vernon, delivered it, 


t ou and took likewiſe down the Admiral's Anſwer ; 


ard q which was, That he deſired his Compliments to 
aiten . the General, and that the Ship ſhould have Or- 
. 0 + dery 


[98] 
© ders to victual any Troops he will pleaſe to ſend, 
© and Boats ſhould be ready to attend to carry them 
* whenever the General ſhould think proper; and 
© moreover, that a Canoe ſhould be fitted with Oars, 
* Swivel Guns, Cc. proper to ſend round the Lake, 
© on any Entetprize the General might think fit. 
Which Anſwer of the Admiral's Captain Knowle; 
delivered the Morning before he went to la Popa, 
to view the Enemy's Situation, and look out for a 
Place for erecting a Battery againſt them. 
7-4 | Cn. KNowLEs, 


2 — 


T0 Captain Cooprxr of the Dunkirk. 
By, Sc. | | 
i — the Boquilla Guard will be placed 
ſo far from the Army and Tranſport Ships, 
that they cannot be conveniently victualled from 
thence 3 * | 
Lou are hereby required and directed, to order 
your Purſer to victual, as you do your Ship's Com- 
pany, the Guard placed at the Boguilla, during the 
Time of your being ſtationed there. For, Cc. 
Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, in Cartha- 
gena Harbour, this 10th of April, 1741. 275 


Memorandum. At the Expiration of this Service, 
you are to return me an Account of what Provi- 
ſions have been expended purſuant to this Order, 
for my giving Order to Mr. Wallace, Agent of the 
Tranſports, to repay your Purſer in Specie or other 
wiſe. This to be your ſufficient Warrant. * 
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Auſcer to a Repreſentation from the General Officers 
of the 13th of April, 1741. 


2 Wentworth having, by his Aid de Camp, 
ſent Mr. Vernon incloſed a Paper ſigned by all 
the General Officers, he immediately ſent for Sir 


Chaloner Ogle, and communicated the fame to him; 


and as the Contents ſeemed to require a ſpeedy An- 
ſwer, we, the two principal Officers of his Majeſty's 
Fleet, reſolved not to loſe ſo much Time as ſending 
for Mr. Leſtoct would take up, but to return an 
immediate Anſwer, 

An Objection is made to no Notice being taken 
of a Part of their Repreſentation of the roth Inſtant ;, 
That if Admiral Vernon cannot, by his Sailors, not 
* only fire but guard the ſaid Batteries, the Troops 
under their Command were in no wiſe capable 


* of undertaking it.“ When the General was on 


board himſelf, the roth, he having ſaid their 
Engineers knew of no proper Place to erect a Bat- 
tery againſt S/. Lazarus, and the General being 
then told by Mr. Vernon, that whenever any Battery 
was raiſed, he would ſupply Men to mount the 
Guns and ply the Batteries ; we cannot conceive 
what Anſwer could have been made, to guarding 
and ſupplying a Battery that does not appear to. 
have been intended to be erected. And could we 
conceive it ſhould, when it was declared they had 
not Men neceſſary for the ordinary Guards of the 
Camp, and have never faid, even in this laſt Paper 
ſigned by them, that any Place is fixed on for 
erecting a Battery? And in this it is called only a 
Battery ſuppoſed to be neceſſary, tho* now the Demand 
is extended to Numbers of Men for raiſing a Bat- 
tery; a Science no Seamen can be ſuppoſed to be 
educated to, or proper to undertake. But if the 
General wants to have thoſe Poſts ſecured, which 

| _* - Yah were 
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were recommended for inveſting the Town, we 
make no Difficulty to undertake to cut off that 
Communication by our Seamen, if they will puſh on 
the Siege in form; and to ſupply Seamen to mount 
the Guns and fire them, or ſend them Men upon 
a Storm on a Breach, which Sailors are proper tor, 
but cannot be truſted in Incampment. 

Captain Kzowles's Account of the Meſſage he 
was ſent with to Mr. Vernon, and the Anſwer he 
gave to it, and the Orders given to Captain Cooper 
the 10th Inſtant, to victual the Soldiers on the 
Boquilla Guard, are a full Anſwer, that every 
Thing was done as Mr. Wentworth had deſired in 
that Reſpect, that Ship and Sloop now riding off 
there for that Purpoſe. 

But this Part being only the Preamble, what are 
we to conclude when we come to the Declarative 
Part of your Opinion, that the Artillery ſhould 
© be embarked as ſoon as may be; and Deſire that 
Admiral Vernon will be pleaſcd to give proper 
Directions for that Purpoſe ;* Ard then add a 
freſh Reaſon for the Embarkation of the Troops 
as ſoon as practicable, © the Supplies of Water being 
« ſo near exhauſted, that they will ſcarce laſt above 
two Days longer? Such inconſiſtent Repreſen- 
tations cannot but greatly perplex us to give A 
1 Anſwer to them. 

ut as Zeal for his Majeſty's Service inclines us 
to do all in our Power to ſupport the Generals in 
any Thing they can reaſonably deſire of us, we 
think it neceſſary to give the Orders you deſire, 
for the Embarkation of the Artillery, that there 
_ be Time for it before your Water is expend- 


But the Bearer, Captain Watſon, who has the 
Orders, has Directions not to give any Orders in 
it, if you judge it practicable to carry on the * 

| an 
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and will make us any regular Demand for what you 


may want for that Purpoſe 
And therefore we defire the General will give 
his verbal Order to the Bearer, Captain Watſon, for 
proceeding in the Embarkation, or delaying it. 
E. VEBR NOx. 
C. OGLE. 


_ 1 * . 


ͤ»„é— — 
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To General WENTWORTH. 
SIR, | 


Have juſt now receiv'd yours by Mr. Wallop . 


and all the Boats of our two Diviſions ſhall be 


ready to attend the Embarkation of the Troops at 


Nine to-morrow Evening, as you defire. You 
know they can't all be embarked at once; and 
| think, the firſt Detachment (to be embarked from 
where the Cannon was ſhip'd off) ſhouid be of no 
more than three hundred, and they to be imme- 
diately put on board the Feymonth, and the Fire- 
ſhips and Sloop poſted to cover the Re-embarka- 
tion. And as the Channel to that Wharf is very 
narrow, which may create Confuſion by ſtopping it 
up, and is within the Enemy's Fire, I think no 
more ſhould be ſhipp'd off from thence; as it can 
be done with greater Safety, and much more Ex- 
pedition from the Breaſtwork, where I have had 
a very good Bridge made for the purpoſe, juſt 
over-againft where the Cruizer lies; and when 
thoſe you deſign ſhipping there, are carried off, the 
Boats ſhall return to the Place you firſt landed at, 
tor taking off the reſt, and all your Tranſport Boats 
may come to that Place the firſt of the Night. 

But as to finding out particular Ships to put 
them on board in the Night, that might create 
Confuſion and Delay; ſo that if they be put on 
board the neareſt Ships for the preſent, they _ 


= 
| 
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be ſhifted to their proper Ships the next Day, which 
for each Regiment ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by their 
Colours; which Mr. Wallace can eaſily give proper 
Orders in, and adviſe me of what he has done. 
I ſend you incloſed the Examinations of the two 


Countrymen you ſent off this Morning. I am, | 
"BE | 


Princeſs Carolina, in Your moſt Obedient, 
Carthagena Harbour, | Hum 2 le Servant. © © 1 
April 15, 1741. E v | 

n * * 2 
To General WENTWOR TH. , 
$ 1 R, 0 te 


"= E Boats of Sir Chaloner Ogle's Diviſion have 
already their Orders to attend the Embarka- 
tion of the Troops at your firſt landing Place, as 
delir'd, at Nine o Clock. 

And thoſe of my Diviſion, under the Orders of 
Captain Watſon, will take care to embark the reſt 
from the Artillery Landing Place and Breaſtwork. 

I ſend you incloſed a Copy of the Reſolution of 
our laſt Council of War, and am, 


"8 & 
Princeſs Carolina, in Your moſt Obliged, 

Cartbagena Harbour, Humble Servants, won 

April 16, 1741. E. V. 
8 
© K | 
To Commodore LESTOCK. | 
Pra) 


3 
H Aving promiſed the Vice Roy to ſet at Liberty I ders 
Don Juan Franciſco de la Cavalleria, a Spaniſo ¶ | 
Cadet, a Priſoner with you on board the Boyne, let I mo 
him be ſent to me to-day for that purpoſe, he hav- 


ing ſent me laſt Night Tom Trevor's Men, fur; till 
prized 
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prized at Paſſa Cavallos; and I ſend you incloſed 
the Spaniſh Note of his Name. 
As getting Anchors is fatiguing Work, and we 


have already all we want, I deſired you by Captain 


Davers laſt Night, to break off from that; and 
pray don't let the Men be worked when there is no 
Breeze, that being the dangerous Time to prejudice 
their Healths, | 

And pray let the weekly Accounts be uniform, 
and agreeable to my preſcribed Method. 

And ſend me an Account likewiſe, what Ships af 
your Diviſion ſupplied Muſket Ball to the Army, 
and what Quantity, and who ſupplied Cohorn Mor- 
tars, and how many. 

I think the Heads of the Maſts of the ſunk Ships 
ſhould be cut off, or at leaſt the Rigging cut from 
them, to leave the Enemy no Purchaſe to work on. 

And I ſhall be obliged to you, if you can project 
any Scheme, that by ſinking two or three old Ships, 
we might be able to block up the Mouth of the Har- 
bour atter we are out of it. I am, 

| SIX, 


Princeſs C arolina, in 
Carthagena Harbour, Your moſt bumble 8 v 


April 20, 1741. 


„ 


To Commadore LRxSTOck. 

84 
11 to have had with me yeſterday both 

the Captains of the Litchfield and Ludlow Caſtle; 
pray order them to be with me to-morrow Morning 
by Day-break without fail, for receiving their Or- 
ders, and direct them to have their Ships in Readi- 
neſs to put to Sea with the firſt of the Breeze to- 
morrow. 

We have begun ſpringing our Mines under Ca/- 
till Grande, which is not yet demoliſhed entirely 


E 
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to my liking, but hope we ſhall effect it before to- 
morrow, when a Council will be held of the four 
principal Officers; which I have delayed till now in 
hopes ot hearing from Jamaica, which I expect to 
do to-day, there being four Ships that anchored in 
the Evening to windward of the Town, and will, ! 
ſuppoſa, come down with the Breeze. 

Pray haſten your Mines under Boca Chics all you 
can, ad if they are in readineſs, I think it would be 
beſt to ſpring them, and get all demoliſhed before 
our coming down; and ſome of Sir Chaloner's Ships 
vill come down to-day, to take off their own 
Guns, and thoſe belonging to the reſt of his Divi- 
ſion. Iam, | 

S1R | 
Princeſs Carolina, in Your moſt bumble Servant, 
Carthagena Harbour, E. v. 
April 22, 1741. 


4 


" To-his Grace the Duke of N /‚S . 
My Lord Duke, 

M Y laſt to your Grace was of the 1ſt Inſtant, 
by.Captain Laws in the Spence, diſpatched 

home Expreſs to your Grace, which, I hope (ſhe 

being a good Sailor) came ſafe and ſpeedily to your 

Grace's Hands; and I ſend your Grace a Duplicate 

of it on this Occaſion. 

On the firſt of April in the Evening, by the-In- 
duſtry of my gallant Sailors, we made à Channel 
through the ſunk Wrecks, and I got in my two 
Bomb-Ketches, and two Frigates to cover them, 
commanded by Captain Rentone and Captain Bro- 
derict; and by ten next Morning (the 2d) we got 
the Bomb-Ketches to play upon the Town. The 
ſame Evening, having made another Channel thro 
the Wrecks to the Eaſtward of the Shoal that lie 


in the Mouth of the Harbour, I got three of my 
| Fireſhip: 


j 


our 
in 
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for Proviſions, and ſhall endeavour to continue them 
ſo, and intercept any Thing coming to them. 

The Cruizer, Captain Mimbleton, ſhall be rowed 
out to Sea to-day, if the Wind does not favour his 
going out, and will, I hope, ſpeedily bring theſe 
Diſpatches to your Grace's Hands. He has my 
Orders not to permit any Letters getting from his 
Sloop, till he has delivered my Letters to your 
Grace, and thoſe from General Wentworth. I am, 


My Lord Duke, 
Princeſs Carolina, riding Tour Grace's moſt 
off Caſtillo Grande, in Obedient, and moſt 
the Harbour of Car- - 
Devoted, Humble Servant, 


thagena, April 26, 
1741. . 


Wwe So 


To Captain Davess, of the Suffolk. 


By, Sc. 
Hereas there is Advice of ſome Regiſter 
Ships, and an Aviſo, bound for this Port, 
the intercepting of which might be of great Conſe- 
quence to his Majeſty's Service, from the Intelli- 
gence it might let us into of the Views and Deſigns 
of his Majeſty's Enemies | 

You are hereby required and directed, with his 
Majeſty's Ship the Suffolk under your Command, 
together with the Prince Frederick, the Ferſey, the 
York and Experiment, and Elizabeth Sloop Tender, 
(all whoſe Captains have my Orders to put them- 
ſelves under your Command, for the preſent in- 
tended Cruize off Santa Martha) to put to Sea 
with all poſſible Expedition, and make the beſt of 
your way off Santa Martha, where you are to con- 
tinue cruizing with them for the Space of twenty 
Days; at the Expiration of which, you are to 


— 


make the beſt of your way, with the {aid Squadron 


under 
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under your Command, for Port Royal Harbour in 
Jamaica, for my Orders for your further Pro- 
ceedings. 

But in Caſe you ſhould find the ſaid Regiſter Ships, 
or Aviſo, already arrived at Sauta Martha, you are 
to uſe your beſt Endeavours for cutting them out 
of that Road, or deſtroying them there, if you 
ſhall find the fame to be practicable on conſulting 
with your Officers and Pilots; thoſe of beſt Expe- 
rience being choſen to go in the Ships under your 
Command. 

All Spaniſh Ships and Veſſels, you are to uſe your 
utmoſt Endezvours to take, fink and deſtroy, 

And as to the daring and unauthorized Attempts 
of the Subjects of any Nation, to cover and protect 


the Ships, Perſons, or Effects of his Majeſty's Ene- 


mies, the Haniarde, you are to take particular Care 
to prevent the ſame, and to ſeize the ſaid Spa- 
niards Perſons, or Effects, wherever you ſhall find 
the ſame on the Scas; as you will the Ships of any 
Nation whatſoever, that you ſhall meet with at- 
tempting to ſupply his Majeſty's Enemies, the Spa- 
niards, With contraband Stores; and fend, or bring 
them to Port Royal Harbour in Jamaica, for their 
being further pracecded againſt according to Law; 
taking particular Care to ſecure the Papers and Ef- 
ſccts of all Ships and Veſſels you ſhall take or ſeize, 
from all manner of Plunder and Embezzlement, and 
to read the Articles of War on that Subject to all 
Perſons put on board any Ship or Veſſel, that you 
ſhall take or ſeize. For, Sc. 


Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, in Car- 


ibegena Harbour, this 27th of April, 1741. 
. F 


To 
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To Captain Gascoſ E, of the Torbay. 

By. Se. 

Hereas General Wentworth has this Day rc- 

preſented to me, that it would be of Conſe- 
quence for him to be at Jamaica upon the firſt Ar- 
val of the Troops, in order to give the neceſſary 
Orders for their Accommodation 

You are hereby required and directed, to get 
ready to proceed to Sea with him, with all poſſible 
Expedition, and to make the beſt of your Way for 
Port Royal Harbour in Jamaica, taking Care, how- 
ever, to give all neceſſary Aſſiſtance to all Tranſ- 
port Ships that may happen to loſe their reſpective 
Convoys, and fall in your Way. 

And you are to take Notice, that in cafe of any 
of our Tranſport Ships, or others, falling to Lee- 
ward, I have ordered over Captain Broderick, in 
the Shoreham, who is to keep cruizing to the South- 
ward of the Keys, on Pedro Shoals, to lie in the 
way of giving Notice to all who may chance to fall 
to Leeward, for their avoiding falling in with thoſe 
dangerous Shoals, which are in the Latitude of 16, 
50, which you will adviſe your own Officers of ac- 
cordingly. And on your Arrival at Port Royal, 
put forward the refitting your Ship for a homeward- 
bound Voyage with all poſſible Expedition, and 
wait there my Orders for your further Proceedings. 

or, &c. | 

Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, in Cartha- 
na Harbour, this 27th of April, 1741. 

1 


— 


To Captain GRAVES, of the Norfolk. 
By, &c. 

Hereas I have judged it for his Majeſty's 

Service, to continue his Majeſty's Ship the 


zrfolk (under your Command) in her preſent 
2 Station, 


ns. — 2 —__——_ — — 
* 
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Station, as likewiſe the Burford, Windſor, and 
Princeſs Louiſa, for keeping the Enemy from 
coming on Terra Bomba, till we ſhall have got 
out to Sea all our Tranſports and Storeſhips from 
this Harbour ; 

You, as eldeſt Officer, are to take upon you the 
Command of the ſaid four Ships for the Service 
aforcſaid, all the other Captains having my Orders 
to obey your Commands. And you are to have a 
Guard-boat kept every Night on board the Princeſs 
Loviſa, that lies moſt commodious for it, and to 
ſend an Officer on board me every Morning, for 
making a Report, and receiving my further Orders, 
And you will direct Capt. Cleland, who lies neareſt, 
to obſerve when the Enemy may hoiſt a White Flag 
at the Paſtig/io, and to ſend a Boat and an Officer 
with a Flag of Truce, and one that can ſpeak Spa- 
iſh, for receiving any Letters or Meſſages that may 
be ſent to me ; and let every Ship take a Rotation 
of Service with their Boats. For, c. . 

Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, in Cartha- 
gena Harbour, this 28th of April, 1741. - 

My 


— A 


To Sir CHALONER OGLE. 

SIX, 

f J. is we have left four Ships above, to keep the 

Enemy from coming on Terra Bomba, till we 
can get our Tranſports and Storeſhips out to Sea, | 
think it will be beſt for you to remain at Anchor 
where you are, or but a little below the Middle, 
that you may be nearer at hand to obſerve any Mo- 
tions of the Enemy, and give any Orders you may 
obſerve to be neceſſary. 

I ſhall order the Lieutenant of the Norfo/k to cal 
on board you, and ſhew you Captain Graves's Or- 
ders in his Way, 

Some 


a 
£ 
a 
b 
if 


c 


| 
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Some of our People think the Ship we ſaw with. 
out Yeſterday, was the Seaborſe; if fo, we may 
expect ſome Intelligence by her, which you ſhall 
know as ſoon as I receive any. I am, 


SIX, 
Princeſs Carolina, in Your moſt Obedient, 
Carthagena Harbour, Humble Servants, 
April 28, 1741. E. V. 


— — — 


To Captain Graves, of the Norfolk. 
By, Sc. 
r by being removed fo low down for 
the quicker Diſpatch of my Orders, will 
occaſion the greater Delay both in your making 
the daily Return to me from the Ships under your 
Command, and receiving my Orders on it; 

You are hereby required and directed, whilft 
you continue on that Service, to make your daily 
Returns to Sir Chaloner Ogle, and to obſerve and 
follow all ſuch Orders as you ſhall receive from 
him, on any Emergency that may ariſe in the due 
Execution of them, as he lies neareſt, both for in- 
ipecting what paſſes, and giving the proper Di- 
rections in it. 

And as our Mining Work does not go on ſo faſt 
as I could wiſh, and you are faid to have fome 
good Hands on board, properly verted in it, you 
are to ſend down this Evening twenty of your 
belt Miners, or labouring Men who will be moſt 
ſerviceable, with a diligent Midſhipman, or other 
petty Officer, to command and keep them at 
Work; and they may bring their Bedding along 
with then, and be victualled on board the Prince 
Federick. For, c. 

Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, in Cartha- 
ena Harbour, this zit of May 1741. 2 
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To Mr. James WaLlLace, Agent for the 
Tranſports, 
By, Sc. 


Hereas, by the great Diminution of the Troops 
the Tranſports were taken up for the Service 
of, there will be no Occaſion for the further Service 
of many of them upon their Arrival at Famaica; 
and whereas all poſſible Frugality ought to be uſed 
for the Service ds Crown ; 

You are hereby required and directed, 1mme- 
diately upon your Arrival at Jamaica, to inform 


yourſelf with all poſſible Exactneſs, what Number 


of Tranſports may be neceſſary for the Service of 
the remaining Troops, that the reſt may be dil- 
charged, and the Publick eaſed of ſo heavy an 
Expence as ſoon as poſlible. 

And as his Majeſty's Ships that came out with 
Sir Chaloner Ogle, came out greatly ſhort of their 
Complements of Seamen ; and we have all been 
reduced by Sickneſs, ſo as not to be in a Condition 
to lend Seamen to the Tranſports (which we have, 
however, been under a Neceſſity of doing for get- 
ting them ſafe to Jamaica; but ſhall then be under 
a like Neccflity for their Return to the reſpective 
Ships, for carrying on his Majeſty's Service:) 

It is therefore for his Majeſty's Service, that you 
ſhould make it the Rule of your Conduct, upon 
your Arrival at Jamaica, to diſcharge all ſuch Tranſ- 
ports from the Publick Service as are not in a 
Condition to man their own Ships, 

And you are therefore hereby required and di- 
rected to make that the Rule of your Conduct in 
that particular, as it is in all Lights moſt for his 
Majeſty's Service, as well as the Safety of his Ma- 
jeſty's Stores, and Security of the Forces that ſhall 
be ſhipped on board them. And the next Rule 


muſt be, to diſcharge thoſe Ships that are 1 
able 
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able bad Sailors, or that may be ill found with Rig- 
ging or Stores, that his Majeſty's Stores or Forces 
may not unneceſſarily be hazarded; which you are 
1 carefully to conform to, as you will anſwer at your 
Peril for what Accidents may ariſe through a Neg- 
ect thereof. For, Sc. 

ed Given on board the Princeſs Carolina, in Cartha- 
gena Harbour, this 1ſt of May, 1741. 


_ Z. J. 
rm ” 2 
_ To Sir CHALONER OGLE, 
xo 57 R, 
S I have fallen down here, for the ſpeedier 
* Diſpatch of Affairs here, which through the 
ich bad Weather go on but ſlowly, I have thought it 
r moſt for his Majeſty's Service, to refer to you the 
LT the neceſſary Orders to Captain Graves, on 
ion Wy Emergencies that may ariſe in the Execution of 
ve is Orders, that I ſend you incloſed a Copy of; 
_ nd have ſent him, accordingly, Orders to-day for 
— aking his daily Returns to you, and obeying your 
Ber Orders and Directions on every Emergency that may 
ariſe, as you lie neareſt, both for inſpecting what 
oy aſſes, and giving the ſpeedieſt Orders in it. 
2 General Wentworth got to Sea Yeſterday in the 
. Torbay, and the Weymouth got out likewiſe, with 
na Nut twelve Sail more; and I hope the next fa- 


ourable Slatch will carry out moſt of our Tranſ- 

d ts and Captain Davers and his cruizing Squa- 
+ in eon, all being well laid to paſs for it, but there IS 
his _ Proſpect of the Winds favouring us in it 

day. 

— The Norfolk, Princeſs Amelia, and Princeſs Louiſa“s 
* furſers are wanting to be haſtened down to me 
ere, as I can ſoon put them in the way of having 
able Neir Wine by my Brigantine ; and their Long- 

ats 
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— 
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by to-morrow Night; and as I think nothing bu 
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boats ſhould bring each of them a Turn of Lime: 
Stone for Ballaſt for him. I expect the Purſers 
to-day ; but if they do not come, pray ſend your 
Orders to haſten them down, for the Norfolk's Wine 
ſhould have gone by the Brig before, but there waz 
no one to give a Receipt for it. 

I ſend Captain Graves an Order for twenty of his 
Men to work with us, they having the Report of | 
being good Workmen : For I have never ſeen any 
of our Train Men, though I mentioned it to Mr.. 
Armſtrong ; but I believe they are all got to Sca, 
and by what is paſt, we know how ſtudious they 
are to avoid all Labour. I am, 1 

S I X, | 
Princeſs Carolina, in 71+ moſt humble Servant, ) 


Baca Chica, May 1, 1 
1741. E. Va! 


—— — 


To Sir CHALONER OGLE. 
S.1 R; 
R. Shirley, my Engineer at St. Zoſeph's, tel 
me he ſhall make a compleat End there to 
day, and my Engineers at Boca. Chica fay they ſh: 
have complcated all that is neceſſary to be done then 


Ing 
anc 
0 
pro 
ren 
ther 
of © 
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rainy Weather can give us any Diſappointment, 
would have you ſend Orders to Captain Graves t 
be moving down, with his four Chips above, = 
the firſt Opportunity of Wind that offers; a Cr 
when they are got below the Middle, ycu will off © 
der the Fireſhips that buoy the Channel, to weig . 
and fall down and follow them; and will be plea: 
to do ſo, after they have got down to you, as ſ 
as you can, with the Ships about you. 

I ſend you incloſed my new Line of Battle ii 1h 
the Ships of your Diviſion that are above ; and as 
have not Hands to compleat the whole in Tin 
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nz 
pray order your Secretary to make them out for the 
Fireſhips and Hoſpital Ship of your Diviſion, and 
Iwill ſend one to the Shrewſbury, 

And if the Fireſhips of your Diviſion, or Hoſ- 
pital Ship, are in any Diſtreſs for want of Hands, 
you will aſſiſt them, and recommend them to the 
particular Care of the Sixty-gun Ships of your Di- 
viſion, if they want further Aſſiſtance. 

As I have nothing but Complaints of daily-en- 
creaſing Sickneſs, I almoſt envy you being removed 
out of the Reach of it, and hope we ſhall all be 

{peedily at Sea, to enjoy a little freſh Air, and Quiet 
rom hourly Complaints. 

Captain Hervey was under Orders for Sea this 
Morning, but inſtead of that a Complaint is made 
me but now, that he 1s in no Condition for the Sea ; 
lo I have ſent the Succe/s Fireſhip for a Convoy 
with thoſe that go to-day. 

And if we end on 7 ueſday Night, we will be go- 
ing out, as faſt as we can, that lie moſt convenient; 
and be pleaſed to give out the incloſed Rendezvous 
to all your Diviſion and the Ships above; for as 
probably we can't get out in a Day, we mult firit 
rendezvous, if we can, under Punta Canoe, and 
then proceed together for Jamaica, the next Place 
of our general Rendezvous. I am, 

SIX. 


Princeſs Carolina, in Your moſt humble Servant, 
Carthagena Harbour, = 


May 4, 1741. 


— 


To Sir CHALONER OGLE. 
BE * 


IE Fort of St. Foſepb being entirely demo- 
liſhed, and being aſſured by our Engineers, 

nat they will make an End of ſpringing all their 
R Mines 
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Mines under Boca Chica Caſtle this Evening, I con- I) 
ceive there will be no Occaſion for altering the Or. | $ 
ders I ſent you Yeſterday, for the four Ships above Ir 
taking the firſt Opportunity of Wind for ther g 
coming down to-morrow. When you have got © 
them down, you will order the Fireſhips that buoy 
up the Channel, to follow; and be getting to Sea ſt! 
yourſelf as faſt as Conveniency offers atterwards, for . 
our aſſembling at our general Rendezvous appointed, Wth 
and proceeding from thence to Jamaica; from IE. 
whence I have not received either Letter or AdviceWit 
by any of the four Suttling Sloops that are arrived, the 

As the Ships of Mr. Leftock*s Diviſion are, as now La 
poſted, rather Guides for our getting through the 
Channel than Obſtructions, I ſhall direct their conti. 
nuing as they are till we are got through; and if 
the Wind favours, I will begin to be getting out 
myſelf to-morrow, with the neareſt Ships of my 
Diviſion; and you will be pleaſed to haſten out the vil 


reſt, and come out yourſelt to join me as faſt A 1 
Conveniency will admit of it, as we find this Chan Nrhi 
nel to be very narrow and intricate, even now weſſpwou 
are beſt acquainted with it. Y 

I hope your late Diſorder of a Looſeneſs has a- Ne, 
ther proved Phyſical to you than otherwiſe ; andi it 
with my beſt Withes for your Health, I am, am, 


S 1 X, 


Princeſs Carolina, in Your moſt humble Servant, 
Carthagena Harbour, 


May 5, 1741. . 


— _—— — 


To Commodore L ESTO K. 

. 3 

Have this Day met a Victualling Sloop com Se. 

ing out to us, whoſe Cargo being but ſmalfÞ6 th: 

(as you will find by the incloſed Note that I ſend* do 
Fe 
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con- ¶ you of it) I deſire he may be cleared of it into the 
Or- © Ships yet remaining in the Harbour. I have di- 
Dove I rected my Orders to you, ſeeing ſome Ships are 
their got out to-day, and probably Sir Chaloner's is one 
got of them. BA | 

oy ll I was the more willing to fend him, perceiving 
Sea there is another Suttler come over, and in Company 
for N vith him, in order to fend you a Caution againit 
nted, their playing their Sloops and Cargoes into the 
from Enemy's Hands, as I am apprehenſive they may, 
qvice if it be not guarded againſt. For you know, tho? 
red, Ihe Spaniards have not Sloops, they have large 
now] Launches, and don't want Scamen; and will cer- 
h the I uinly ſeize them, if your Care don't prevent it. So, 
-onti-Mpray oblige them all to leave the Harbour before 
nd ifi you; and where you ſuſpect any to intend loitering 
g outſſÞon the Coaſt without Strength to defend themſelves, 
f myſſchange ſome Hands with them, and put in ſuch as 


at theſ vill take care for their ſafe Return to Jamaica. 
aſt a I underſtand by him that the Seahorſe is at Sea, 


Chan-Wwhich I am heartily ſorry for, hoping Broderick 
w weſſvould have arrived in time to have ſtopped him. 

You will communicate the Contents to Sir Cha- 
aner, if he be not ſailed, and deſire his Directions 
n it accordingly. With my beſt Services to him, I 
am, 


S IK, 

»nce/s Carolina, off of | ' 
ant, oe de Came, Moy 5, Your moſt humble Servant, | 
E. VM 1741. E. V. 
— 2 — — 


_— _ _ 


To Sir CHALONER OGLE. 
'W # 4 


com Send you, incloſed, an Order to be iſſued to all 
t {mal the Captains of your Diviſion, which I defire may 
1 ſenꝗ done as ſoon as conveniently can be. 


yo R 2 And 
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And as, for preventing Deſertions, I think it 
abſolutely neceſſary to draw all our Ships off from 
anchoring too near to the Town of Port Koyal, I 
ſhall make the Signal tor my Captains, to let them 
know, I will go into Port in Line of Battle, and 
lead my own Diviton, and the Diviſion to follow 
in other Reſpects according to their reſpective Sta- 
tions in the Line of Battle, and at halt a Mile 
diſtance from each other; and that the Ships are 
to anchor either a- ſtern, or to the Weſtward of their 
reſpective Admirals, and none of the Linc between 
their Admiral and the Town, but the Hoſpital 
Ships and Fireſhips, which are to anchor beyond 
the King's-Yard, in the Bite between the King's- 
Yard and the Gallows, And I delire you will lie 
to, to give my Diviſion time for making Sail in 
betore you. 

Short Allowance of Seamen is a terrible Thing 
which makes me deſirous of uſing all poljible Pre- 
cautions to prevent it, having often obſerved, that 
they who are moſt crying out for want of them, 
have remarkably owed it moſt to their own Impru- 
dence and ill Management. With my beſt Wiſhes 
tor your IIcalch, I am, 

STR, 
Prince. Carolina, at Sea, 7 our moſt Obedient, 

, 1741; Humble Scroant, 

EV, 

P. S. Moy 18, 1741. I have kept well to wind- 
ward, in hopcs of this Landfall, being anxious 
for the Security of our Convoys expected with 
1 roviions z ant! being ſo near, will juſt ſtand in to 
ce there be no one lying under the Land; and 
Mall leave the ¶erceſter, Strafferd, Princeſs Louiſa, 
and {.71chfield, with my Sloop Tender, to cruize the 
Remainder of the Month, for their greater Secu- 
FIty 3 and intend ſending the Lyud{vw Caſile into 

Port 


. 
ind- 
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/ oft 


[ 125 ] 


Port Morant, to watch the Motions of the Seducers 
of our Men from the Public! Service, 


— 


To Captain Mavynn, of the Worceſter. 
By, &c. 
Hereas the Convoy with Provifions and Stores 
ö may now be every Day expected (whole ſe- 
cure Arrival is of the utmolb Nw, portance for his 
Majeſty's Service) as we have happily fallen in far 
enough to windward to give 02 pporeunity for it. 

You are hereby required and dire "ted, with his 
Majeſty's Ship the Morceſter under your Command, 
together with the Strafford, Princeſs Louiſa, and 
Litchfield, (whole Captains have my Orders to put 
themſelves under your Command) to keep plying 
to windward berween this and Point Abeca, keep- 
ing well to the Southward, for lying in the Way 
of the ſaid Convoy's coming down. And Captain 
Oſborne, in the Prince of Orange, having my Or- 
ders for cruizing off Cape Tiberon for the Se curity 
of the faid Convoy, in caſe of meeting with him, 
you are to deliver him the Orders you have for his 
Peng himſelf under your Command. And you 

to Keep Cruizing in the laid fair Way for meeting 
with them, till the laſt Day of this Month of May, 
unless you ſhall learn from him that they are already 
paſſed by him; in which Cale you will immediately 
return to Port Royal Harbour; or otherwiſe, you 
are to continue cruizing for their Security to the 
311t Inſtant, when you are to make the beſt of your 

Way for Port Royal Harbour, tor my further Or- 
ders: But on mecting with them before, you will 
take them under your Care and Convoy, to ice them 
late there. 

All Spaniſh Ships and Veſſels you ſhall meet with, 


you are to ute your utmoſt Endeavours to take, link, 
2urn and deſtroy. 


And 
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And as to the daring and unauthoriſed Attempts 
of the Subjects of any Nation, to cover and protect 
the Ships, Perſons, or Effects, of his Majeſty's 
Enemies, the Spaniards, you are not to permit the 
fame, but to ſeize the ſaid Spaniards Ships, Perſons, 
or Effects, wherever you ſhall find the ſame on the 
Seas; as you will the Ships and Effects of all you 
ſhall find attempting to ſupply his Majeſty's Ene- 


mies, the Spaniards, with contraband Stores; taking 


Care to ſecure the Papers and Effects, of all Ships 
or Veſſels you ſhall take or ſeize, from all manner 
of Plunder and Embezzlement. 

But on meeting any of the Guarda Cofta"s of his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, you are carefully to preſerve 
with them that good Underitanding that ought to 
ſubſiſt between the Officers of Princes in Amuty 
with each other. For, &c. 

Given on board the Princes Carolina, at Sea, this 
18th of May, 1741. 


To General WENTWORTH. 
SIR, 

S there has been ſome Time new paſſed for 
A your Enquiry into the State of your Troops, 
and I hope by Monaay to have all the proper Re- 
turns to my Orders; and as the Merchants have 
deſired the Convoy may fail for Exgland the 11th 
of Tune 5 

I beheve you will agree with me, it would be ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary for our ſending Accounts home, 


by this Occaſion, of our future Intentions, that a 
general Council of War ſhould be aſſembled on 
Tueſday or Wedneſday next. And as Mr. Trelawney 
muſt be one of the Members of it, it you approve 
of it, I will write to him, to let him know we will 
wait on him at Spaniſh Town for that purpole, cither 
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on Tueſday or Wedneſday, as you ſhall think pro- 
pereſt, thinking it cannot well be delayed longer, 
in regard to the ſpeedy failing of the Fleet. 

I am getting ſome intercepted Letters of Conſe- 
quence tranſlated, as proper for our Conſideration 
on that Occaſion: And if you approve of our 
meeting at the Governor's on Tueſday or Hedneſday 
(where we ſhall be moſt at Leiſure from Buſineſs, 
or Applications to either of us) I will write to the 
Governour to give him Notice of our Intentions, 
that we may meet with no Difappointment or In- 
terruption. 

I propoſe to morrow Evening to call on you, 
and ſhew you the moſt material of our intercepted 
Letters. I am, . 
SIX. ä 
Princeſs n+ ae in Your moſt Obedient 

— gy Humble Servant, 


oy E. V. 


To Governor T R ELAWNEY. 


3-4. XK, 

T HE Bearer hereof is Mr. George Lowther, that 
your Excellency and I had his Majeſty's Par- 
don for ſent over to us; and he is, according to his 
Promiſe to me, come over by the Sheerneſs, to en- 
joy the Benefit of his Majeſty's Grace and Favour; 
and comes now to pay his Reſpects and Thanks 
to your Excellency. And upon his Return to me, 
I ſhall immediately give him a Licutenant's Com- 
miſſion in his Majelty's Service, as I judge him 
very capable of doing his Majeſty and his Country 
further Services; and ſhall be obliged to you for 

all Civilities to him. 
As his Majeſty's Service requires our ſpeedily 
holding a general Council of War, to regulate our 
further 
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further Proceedings, 1 have mentioned it to Ge- 
neral Y/entworth, who approves of it; and we have 
pitched upon Tray Morning next, for our hold- 
ing a general Council of War-at your Houſe in 
Spanij; Town, and fha!l then wait upon you ac- 
cordingly 3 and the more diſengaged we are from 
other Company, I belicve your "Excellency will 
think, the better it will be for our maturely delibe- 
rating on ſuch an important Subject. With my 
Services to your good Lady, I am, 
S I X, 

Princeſs Carolina, in Port 7 our moſt Obedient, 

Keyes! Harbour, Jamaica, Humble Servant, 

ay 23, 1741. E. V. 


— 


To General WEN TWO RT H. 

STIR, 

N the low State our Ships are reduced to, we 
1 fhall be in ablolute Want of aſſiſting our Ships 
remaining with us, from the Americans, to be 
draughted from the Ships that are going home, 
who will thereby be reduced very low too : But un- 
der our preſent Difficulties we muſt make the beſt 
Shifts we can. And I muſt defire the Favour of 
you to ſignify by Letter to me, that I have your 
Leave to diſtribute thoſe Americans in the Ships 
going home, amongſt our remaining Ships, as the 
Service may require it. I am, 


S$ 1 R, 
Princeſs Carolina, Your moſt Obedient, 
May 29, 1741. Humble Servant, 
E. V. 


25 
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To his Grace the Duke of N 

My Lord Duke, | 
M Y laſt to your Grace was of the 26th of April, 

from off Caſtillo Grande, a Duplicate of which 
accompanies this Letter to your Grace. 

I omitted in my laſt one Circumſtance within 
that Period, which is, that on the Refolution of 
the Council of War being taken for our returning 
to Jamaica, I gave Capt. Broderick, in the Shoreham, 
the Orders you have (incloſed) a Copy of, for pre- 
venting any more Supplies being ſent over hither, 
and for his cruizing afterwards to preſerve our 
Tranſports from falling in with Pedro Shoals ; and 
he put to Sea for the Execution of them the 25th 
of April. | 

I ſend your Grace likewiſe incloſed Copies of 
two Letters from me to the Vice King, of the 26th 
and 27th of April, and one of the Vice King's to 
me of the 27th, being ſubſequent to thoſe I ſent 
your Grace incloſed in my former Letter of the 
26th of April. 

The 27th of April in the Morning Commodore 
Leftock diſpatched to Sea Capt. Cottrell, in the Lion, 
who had my Orders to proceed to Sea, Convoy to 
the firſt Tranſports and Storeſhips that could be got 
out; for the Rains and Weſterly Winds being 
come, proved a great Impediment to us: However, 
ſixteen Sail were got out to proceed with him, 
putting all Methods in practice to effect it, both 
by warping and towing. The ſame Evening I 
weighed from Caſtillo Grande, to fall down to the 
lower Parts of the Harbour, to be at hand to give 
the neceſſary Orders for facilitating the Diſpatch 
of our Tranſports and Storeſhips to Sea, and get- 
ting the remaining Fortreſſes entirely demoliſhed ; 
and I left one Eighty, one Seventy, and two Sixty- 
Gun Ships behind, under the Command of Captain 

S Graves, 
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Graves, for keeping the Enemy from any Com- 
munication with Terra Bomba, (where our People 
were at Work, and from whence we had our Sup- 
plies of Water) and to remain on that Service till 
my further Orders. And I left Sir Chaloner Ogle 
poſted in the Middle of the Harbour, for their 
making their daily Report to him of all they 
obſerved, and his being at hand to give any Orders 
he ſhould judge to be neceſſary ; but the Enemy 
never attempted at ſending any Boat out, nor made 
any Motions our Way, 
On the 29th of April the Montague, Captain 
Chambers, got to Sea, Convoy to the ſecond Divi- 
ſion of Tranſports and Storeſhips, that 'could be 


o 


got out to go with him, which were thirty- four 


Sail. 

On the zoth Captain Knowles, in the Weymouth, 
got out to Sea, Convoy to about the ſame Number 
of Tranſports and Storeſhips ; and General Went- 
worth having deſired that the Torbay(the Ship he was 
in) might have Orders to proceed with him directly, 
for his being at hand to give all neceſſary Orders 
on their Arrival at Jamaica; Captain Gaſcoigne had 
Orders accordingly, and proceeded to Sea with 
him the fame Day. 

The 2d of May we got out the Rippon, Captain 
Folley, Convoy to the laſt of our Tranſports and 
Ordnance-Storeſhips, together with our two leaky 
Bomb-Ketches ; and there were in all about forty 
Sail got out that Day, of which Captain Davers's 
cruizing Squadron were a Part, And I ſend your 
Grace incloſed a Copy of his Orders for Cruizing 
for twenty Days off Santa Martha ; tor as I believe 
the Enemy are much ſtraitened for want of Pro- 
viſions, I know it is material, for keeping them fo, 
to cut them off from all Supplies that Way. 
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On the 4th of May the Superbe, Captain Hervey, 
ſhould have proceeded to Sea, Convoy to the Vic- 
tuallers; but he acquainting me that Morning, 
that he had not well Men enough to go to Sea 
with, I had only Time for ſending out with them 
the Succeſs Fireſhip, Captain Durell, who was well 
mann'd with ſeaſon'd Men; and I ſupplied the 
Superbe with ſixty Men from our ſeaſoned Ships, 
and got her to Sea after them the 5th in the 
Morning. 

All the Ships that came out with Sir Chaloner 
Ogle were now grown pretty generally ſickly, and 
many of the Tranſports and Storeſhips ſo reduced 
by Sickneſs, that I have been obliged to lend them 
Hands, for failing their Ships over to Jamaica. But 
I ſhall take them all out on our Arrival at Jamaica, 
and have given Orders to Mr. Wallace already, for 
diſcharging ſuch Tranſports from the Service firſt, 
as could not find Men to ſail their Ships, a 
principal Part of their Charterparty; for I am ure, 
his Majeſty's Ships will be in no Condition to ſup- 
ply them, but will be in great Want of Seamen 
tor themſelves. I thank God, our ſcaſoned Shi 
Companies 'have held it pretty well, or we _ 
not have had Men to ſupply others Wants; and I 
fear this Sickneſs has greatly been encreaſed a- 
mongſt us, by the great Careleſſneſs and Naſtineſs 
on board the Tranſports, and their throwing their 
Dead into the Sea without a ſufficient Weight to 
link them; which filled the Harbour with floating 
dead Bodies, that raiſed a great Stench in all Parts 
where the Current principally drove them; but 
from his Majeſty's Ships we ſent and buried all 
our Dead aſhore. But Sloth breeds many Incon- 
veniences, tho? it cures none. 

I believe the Spaniards have had their Share in 
the Sickneſs ; and probably may ſhare more of it, 

82 from 
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from the encreaſing Stench that muſt ariſe from 
the above Negligence, out of my Power to have 
prevented, 

Having the Pleaſure on the gͤth Inſtant in the 
Evening to ſee that my ſecond Engineer, Captain 
Boſcawen, aſſiſted by Purſer Barnes, of the Chi- 
cheſter, (another of my Porio Bello Engineers) 
had moſt effectually compleated their Work, in 
the entire Demolition of Boca Chica Caſtle, (as 
that of St. Joſeph had been finiſhed the Day before) 
I diſpatched the neceſſary Orders to Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, for drawing off the Ships from above the 
next Morning, and afterwards falling down himſelf, 
the next Day, or as Conveniency offered, leaving 
Orders with Mr. Leſtoct, whoſe Diviſion was poſted 
to be ſerviceable in aſſiſting all the reſt in getting 
out, to remain himſelf to the laſt; and when Sir 
Chaloner Ogle and all the reſt ſhould be got out, to 
come then out himſelf as ſoon as he could after- 
wards; taking Care firſt to burn one of our Tranſ- 
ports, an old crazy Ship, bilged (thro? the Maſter's 
Careleſſneſs) on a Spaniſo Anchor: and I believe 
ſhe was largely inſured, and the Maſter did not 
care to haye her ſaved ; her Name was the 
Monmouth. | | 

I believe even the Spaniards will give us a Certi- 
ficate, that we have effectually deſtroyed all their 
Caſtles; and it has, from beginning to ending, 
been entirely begun, carried on, and concluded by 
my Sea Engineers, Captain Knowles, Captain Byſ- 
cawen, and Purſer Barnes, and the indefatigable 
Induſtry of our Seamen, without any Aid or Afſſt- 
ance from any Officer of the Train, or any depend- 
ing on the Train; and I believe it has been done 
with the more Expedition becauſe they had nothing 
to do in it. I deſign giving ſome Gratuity, out oi 
my contingent Money, to ſuch as wrought in th: 
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very laborious Part of forming the Mines; which, I 
doubt not, will meet with your Grace*s Approbation. 

And having compleated the Work of effectu- 
ally demoliſhing the Defence of the Enemy*s Har- 
bour, and deſtroyed their Lime-Kilns, and ſhipp*d 
off all their Store of Lime and Lime-Stone, for 
the Service of the Hoſpital we are building at Ja- 
maica, and for putting them backward in any 
Buildings they may have to think of; I left their 
Harbour the 6th Inſtant, and think they ought to 
ſay we did it very civilly, not having injured any 
of their Dwelling-Houſes, or done them any In- 
Jury out of Wantonneſs ; which has carefully been 
guarded againſt by all my Officers, agreeable to my 
Orders to them : And I hope our Traders will 
reap their future Advantages from it. 

On the 7th Sir Chaloner Ogle got out of the 
Harbour with fourteen Sail, and joined me off Point 
Canoa on the 8th ; and having been joined by others 
fince, I find there was only left in the Harbour the 
8th, (ſtopp*d by the Weſterly Wind coming in upon 
them) Mr. Leftock in the Boyne, with the Prince 
Frederick of his Diviſion, and the Burford of mine, 
all the reſt being with me and Sir Chaloner Ogle on 
the 9th. 

Having a little Leiſure, from being at Sea 
(the only Time ſuch a large Command, and the 
complicated Affairs I have to give Orders in, will 
admit my having any) I have made Uſe of it to 
look over the intercepted Letters, ſent me by Capt. 
Trevor in the Defiance, that he took in the Regiſter 
Ship bound to Caribagena. And by them I find, the 
moſt ſanguine had carried their Views of the Suc- 
ceſs of their Arms (from Don Redrigo de Torres's 
Arrival with his Squadron, and the two French 
Squadrons, under the Marquis @* Hutin and M. 
a* Rochelarde, being to join and act with them) to 
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the taking of Jamaica, and driving the Engliſh out 
of the American Seas, though theſe ſanguine Gen- 
tlemen were but few. But the whole Tenour of the 
Correſpondence generally agrees in this, that ſrom 
ſuch happy Circumſtances the Fair would certainly 
be celebrated at Porto Bello, and that the Galleons 
would this Summer return to Cadiz, where they all 
flatter themſelves with the Pleaſure of ſeeing their 
Friends on their Return thither, and where they all 
agree their Return was much wanted; and that 
tome- conſiderable Houſes in Cadiz had already 
ftopp*'d Payment, occaſioned by the Delay of their 
Arrival, And I imagine this Diſappointment to 
their Expectations will occaſion many Incidents of 
that kind, and put them under great Diſtreſſes; and 
though we have not had all the Succeſs I hoped for, 


yet I believe it will be found we have touched them 


in the moſt ſenſible Part, and done his Majeſty the 


beſt Service we could in theſe Seas. 


I take the Town of Carthagena, as well as all the 
adjacent Country, to have no Supplies of Water 
to their Wells, but what is the Sea- Water phil- 
tred through the Sand, which, my Officers were 
many of them under great Apprehenſions, would 
have given their Mer. Fluxes : But as I had ex- 
perienc'd it before, in watering even on ſome ſand 
Keys on the Bahama Bank, I was under no f 
Apprehenſions, and gave them general Orders not 
to complain of what could not be remedied ; and 
they are all convinced now, no Inconvenience has 
ariſen from that : But the Inhabitants do not ge- 
nerally make Uſe of it, every Houſe providing it- 


ſelf a Ciſtern for faving Rain Water. 


I was joined at Sea by the Burford the 13th, who 
informed me, he left Carthagena Harbour, with 
Mr. Leftock, on Saturday the gth Inſtant, bringing 
out all that remained with him, being, beſides his 


own 
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own Ship the Boyne, the Prince Frederick, an Hoſ- 
pital Ship, and Fireſhip ; and he loſt Company 
with them but the Day before he joined me. Pro- 
bably he will get to Jamaica before me, as I keep, 
with the Body of the Fleet, as much to windward 
as I can, with a View to the better Security of our 
long- expected Convoy of Proviſions, without whoſe 
ſpeedy and fafe Arrival we ſhall be in a piteous 
Plight. If I fetch high enough to windward to 
make Cape Tiberon, I intend leaving ſome Ships to 
cruize there for their Security, and I have the Prince 
of Orange ftationed there now : But if I fall to Lee- 
ward, I have Ships under Orders to be ready ; and 
if I do not find the Convoy arrived, ſhall haſten 
them out on that Service, ſince our Being, and Well 
Being, depends on their fate and ſpeedy Arrival, 
as I ſhall bring but little Proviſions into Harbour, 
and expect to find but little there. For as this 
Convoy was promiſed to be ready to ſail by Chri/t- 
mas, their Arrival here could not but be expected 
before now: And I have and ſhall avoid, if poſſi- 
ble, putting the Men to ſhort Allowance, know- 
ing by Experience how rarely Men recover their 
Strength after Sickneſs, when ſhortned in their 
Proviſions: And Seamen are fo ſcarce with us, 
that we cannot take too much Care to preſerve 
them. 

On the 14th I was joined by the Prince Frederick 
at Sea, and on the 18th in the Morning, as I ex- 
peed, I fell in with Cape Theron; which being a 
likely Station for any one to choole that might in- 
tend to intercept our Victuallers, I flood cloſe in, 
to be ſatisfied there were no Ships in thoſe Bays ; 
and” afterwards left Captain Mayne in the Worceſter, 
with the Strafford, Princeſs Louiſa, and Litchfield, 
to cruize to windward of Cape Tiberon, for their 
greater Security, till the laſt Day of this Month ; 
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2gainſt which time I may have other Ships ready 
to come and relieve him on that Service, as they 
have not Proviſions enough to ſtay out longer : 
And he has Orders for the Prince of Orange (whom 
I expected to have found in this Station, purſuant 
to the Orders I ſent him) to be under his Com- 
mand, and a Part of his Squadron. 

On the 19th in the Morning I detached the 
Ludlow Caſtle into Port Morant Harbour, to inſſ 
what they were doing there, and prevent our Sea- 
men being carried off from thence by the Northern 
Privateers, who frequently put in there for that 
Purpoſe; and the fame Evening I got into Port 


Royal Harbour, where I had the Pleaſure to find 


the Convoy with the Victuallers and Storeſhips 
were fafely arrived about four Days before me, 
which relieved me from the great Anxieties I was 
under for their Security. 

And by them I had the Favour of your Grace's 
two Letters of the 28th of February, which could 
not but give me the moſt ſenſible Pleafure, from 
receiving the Aſſurance of our Royal Maſter's Ap- 
probation of all the Meaſures I had taken, and 
finding that the Reſolutions of our firſt Council of 
War were entirely agreeable to his Majeſty's In- 
tentions : And I cannot but lament our Diſap- 
pointment in the Opportunity of effectually putting 
them in Execution; but rejoice that nothing was 


omitted on our Parts towards the doing it. And 


I ſhall always have the ſincereſt Pleaſure in judging 
rightly of our Royal Maſter's Inſtructions, and dili- 
gently and effectually endeavouring to execute 
them. | 

I found here likewiſe the Squirrel, Capt. Warren, 
returned from her Cruize off St. Jago, with the 
good Fortune of having performed a molt mate- 


rial and moſt acceptable Service to this Iſland, in 
having 
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having met with and deſtroyed the large S24::/þ 
Privatcer Sloop, commanded by Ya!/adon the French- 
man, whoſe Experience had been fatal to many of 
our Northern-Colony Sloops, and who had had ſc- 
veral narrow Eſcapes from my Cruizers before. But 
he was luckily caught now in a little Cove on the 
South Part of Cuba, behind a Rock, where he was 
got in to cut himſelf a Boltſprit; and the Weather 
being very favourable, Captain Murren got to an 
anchor very near him. He being cqually handed, 
made a warm Fire on him from his Sloop, till he 
could get a Spring on his Cable, and bring his 
Ship to bear on him; when he ſoon drove them 
out of their Sloop, and ſhe being hauled cloſe to 
the Shore, they then deſerted, and took to the 
Rocks; but twenty-one of our Sailors bravely 
boarded her under their Fre, and then ſoon 
after, by the Fire from Ship and Sloop, drove 
them up the Country. One of our brave Sailors 
ſeeing a dead Spaniard lying upon an Engliſh En- 
ſign aſhore, ſwore that Spanih Dog ſhould not 
lie upon Engliþ Colours, and went aſhore to re- 
move his Quarters and fetch the Colours; when 
he fortunateſy diſcovered, wrapp'd up in thoſe 
Colours, the Packets of Letters from the Spanifh 
Admiral Rodrigo de Torres, and the Governors of 
the Havanna and St. Jago, to their Friend and Cor- 
reſpondent Mr. Larnage ; and, what was moſt ma- 
terial, the French Secretary of State's Orders to the 
Marquis d* Autin, and a Copy of Don Roarigo de 
Torres*s Inſtructions. I ſend your Grace, incloſed, 
Copies of the moſt material of them, by which you 
will ſee they had both Orders, jointly or ſeparately 
to fall on us; and had Sir Chaloner Ozte unluckily 
been detained longer, it is no doubt with me, but 
they would jointly have come to attack Jamaica, 
which I take to be the favourite View they had 

* at 
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at Heart. Captain Valladon being ſhot in the Knee, 
and in a deſert Part of the Country, probably we 
may hear of him no more. 

Your Grace will obſerve from Don Rodrigo de 
Torres, the Spaniſh Admirals, Letters to his Excel- 
lency Mr. Larnage, of the 26th of February and 
12th of March, that it is plainly proved, that theſe 
Orders from Count Maurepas, the French Secretary 
of State, are the very Orders mentioned to be ſent 
by the Spani/h Ambaſſador to the Spaniſh Admiral; 
an Evidence, I believe, your Grace will have a 
Pleaſure in having in your own Hands, and which, 
I flatter myſelf, will prove of Service to our Royal 
Maſter. 

I found here likewiſe the Kennington, Captain 
Peyton, diſpatched to me by Captain Lee from his 
Cruizing off Cadiz, to adviſe me of nine Men of 
War being ſailed Weſtward from Cadiz, which he 
apprehended might be bound hither. But Captain 
Peyton reports to me, he met the ſame nine Sail 
(as he judged) afterwards returning for Cadiz, and 
thinks they only put to Sea to convoy ſome Regi- 
{ter Ships, that were coming to theſe Parts, and 
were returning when they had ſeen them in ſafety. 
I am haſtening out my Cruizers to have a watch- 
ful Eye on them every where; but as they are all 
come in ſickly, and ſhort of Proviſions and Water, 
beſides other Wants, it takes up the more time for 
their Diſpatch : But as I have already my Cruizers 
off Santa Martha and Cape Tiberon, I ſhall ſoon 
ſupply other Stations, and hope to catch ſome of 
them in the Net. 

The general Sickneſs makes but a melancholy 
Scene at preſent, and gives me the fuller Employ- 
ment, to remedy all our Defects and Wants : But 
having now iſſued out all the neceſſary Orders to 


ſet all the Wheels in Motion, my next Thought 
Was 


anc 
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was about holding a general Council of War, for 
regulating our future Proceedings; which I pro- 
poſed to General Wentworth for Tueſday the 26th 
of May, and he approving of it, I wrote to Go- 
vernor Trelawney, to let him know we ſhould 
early that Morning wait on him, to hold the ſaid 
general Council at his Houſe, where we ſhould be 
moſt retired, and out of the way of Interruption. 

On the 21ſt of May arrived here Capt. Maynard, 
with the Trade he convoyed to Porto Bello, which, 
I am glad I can acquaint your Grace, had a proſ- 
perous Iſſue, and that I have now had the Pleaſure 
to lay a ſolid Foundation for reſtoring the loſt 
Spani/h Trade to this Iſland, by re-eſtabliſhing a 
good Correſpondence both at Porto Bello and the 
South Keys. And there is come over with him 
George Lowther (with his Wife and Family) to 
whom his Majeſty, at my Recommendation, was 
graciouſly pleaſed to ſend his Pardon: And Capt. 
Maynard tells me, without his Aſſiſtance, they never 
ſhould have had that Succeſs in their Trade they 
met with. 

He brings us the further good News, that 
Commodore Auſon had got round Cape Horn into 
the Huth teas, and was arrived off of Arica; and 
that Pizzaro, the Spaniſþ Admiral that followed 
him, had loſt his Paſſage round the Capes, and 
was put into Buenos Ayres. So that if he cannot 
find his Way through the Straits of Magellan, the 
other has fairly diſtanced him, and will have an 
open Field to act in; which mutt throw them into 
tne greateſt Conſternation. But the rainy Seaſon 
uow ſetting in, makes it impracticable to think of 
Pauama now. 

They have got twenty Braſs Guns from Lima at 
Panama, deſigned {or the fortifying of Porto Bella, 
and expected forty Iron Guns from Carthegens, 
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and were then to have ſet upon fortifying Porto 
Bello at once; but thro' fear of Mr. Auſon, they 
would not part with the Braſs Guns from Panama, 
and the Iron Guns from Caribagena never came; 
ſo they can now do nothing there, till their rainy 
Seaſons ſhall be over, towards next November. 

Though our Water at Carthagena did pretty well 
for preſent Uſe, we find it now growing ſo ſtinking 
and brackiſh, that we are obliged to ſtart it; which 
will give ſome Delay to our getting the Ships 


ready for the Sea. 
As I find my old Shipmate Lowther a ſhrewd 


ſenſible Fellow, and perfectly well acquainted with 
the Spaniſh Coaſt and Trade, as well as a bold re 
ſolute Fellow; as I have judged it for his Majeſty's 
Service, I have given him a Lieutenant's Com- 
miſſion, to have him at hand to make the beſt Uſe 
of his Service: And he ſeems to be full of Good 
Will to expreſs his Gratitude to his Majeſty, and 
to make his Country Amends by his future Service. 
I am ſure I have no Motive to it but what I have 
endeavoured to make the general Rule of my 
Conduct, to give the Committions in his Majeſty's 
Scrvice to thoſe who appear to me beſt qualified 
to diſcharge them, for the Honour of the Crown 
and the Service of their Country, 

And Capt. ZYJarren, who commands the uirrel, 
ſhould not have wanted a Promotion to any Com- 
mand I had to give him, as I know his Zeal and 
Activity in his Majeſty's Service are well deſerving 
of it; but it was his own Choice rather to go for 
England by way of New- England, according to the 
Orders I had to give him by my Lords of the 
Admiralty's Order ; and he 1s put to Sea accord- 
ingly, and has my Orders, in his way, to cruize 
for a Week off St. Jago, till I can get out another 
of my Cruizers to relieve him. 


The 
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The 25th of May Capt. Maſtyn, in the Deptford, 
returned from his Cruize off Santa Martha, and 
brought in with him a Ship under Dusch Colours, 
that tailed from Cadiz with a \paniſþ Lading and 
Supercargo, and loaden with Proviſions, Naval 
Stores and Iron, bound for Carthagena, but hearing 
I was before that Port, put into Santa Martha, and 
ſent his Proviſions down by Boats part of the way, 
and the reſt by Land, into Carthagena, while we 
were before it, and was taken going down with the 
reſt of her Cargo for the Havanna. So this is the 
ſecond of the Ships mentioned in your Grace*s In- 
telligence, and I hope we ſhall have the good For- 
tune of having more of them fall into our Hands, 

On the 26th of May we went to Spaniſþb Town, 
and held a general Council of War at the Governor's; 
and I ſend your Grace incloſed a Copy of the Re- 
ſolution of the ſaid Council (in which we four that 
ſigned it were unanimous in our Opinions ;) and 
you have, annexed, Governor Trelawney's Opinion, 
who diſſented from us, with his Reaſons for it. 
Mr. Wentworth and I are returned to our Poſts, for 
giving the neceſſary Orders for proceeding on it 
with all poſſible Expedition, and I doubt not, on 
my Part, of being ready by the 1oth of June, and 
hope it will not be long before Mr. Wentworth is. 

I will endeavour to have the ſeven unſheathed 
Eighty-gun Ships, the Burford, and the Ships 
that came out with Mr. Brown, as well as the 
crazieſt of the Fireſhips, and the crazieſt Bomb- 
Ketch, in readineſs to proceed home betore us 
under the Command of Commodore Leftock ; and 
to go thro? the Gulph, not only as I think that 
belt for them at this Scaſon of the Year, but as it 
may anſwer ſeveral other good Purpoſes, both of 


alarming them with an Attack at the It,, and 
coming in the way of intercepting their Frade be- 
CY Cul 
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tween La Vera Cruz and the Havanna, and between 
this laſt Port and Enrope. 

The greateſt Part of our Force is now going 
home, and we are extremely deficient in Seamen 
for the reſt; ſo that without the Aid of ſome of 
the American Troops, we could not get our Ships 
to Sea : And as moſt of the remaining Ships are 
unſheathed, they will be ruined if they are not 
{ſpeedily relieved. Keeping them at Sea, if in 
Condition, - 1s the beſt means to preſerve them 
from the Worm, and that I ſhall not fail to do all 
I can in. I am under a Neceſlity of ſending theſe 
Ships home under Commodore Leſtoch's Command, 
having no diſcretionary Power either in regard to 
myſelf or Sir Chaloner Ogle, whom I was in Hopes 
I ſhould have received his Majeſty's Commands to 
have reſign'd the Command of the Ships here to, 
and have gone home with the great Ships. But 
hope by the End of our preſent Expedition, Or- 
ders may arrive, by ſome ſheathed Ships, for 
my carrying home the unſheathed ones, that will 
otherwiſe be ruined by a long Stay here; and they 
are fine Ships, the prime of the Navy in their 
Kinds, and ſome accounted prime Sailors. And I 
hope a Supply of Seamen may come with them, 
or we ſhall be diſtreſſed to get them home, and 
can have no Remedy here, but embarking what 
Troops may remain in our Ships, and diſcharging 
all the remainder of the Tranſports. 

There is ſome Stop to the Sickneſs ; and I hope 
it will pleaſe God to free us from it, and bleſs our 
ſick Men with a perfect Recovery; or we can 
anſwer for nothing, but a ſincere good Will to do 
our utmoſt Endeavours to ſerve his Majeſty to the 
beſt of our Abilities. 

I keep the Kennington, to follow the homeward- 
bound Fleet with the Duplicates of my Diſpatches 
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to your Grace, which will, I am perſwaded, come 
firſt to your Grace's Hands. 

And I ſend you likewiſe incloſed, a Schedule 
of the ſix ſeveral intercepted Letters and Orders, 
which I thought moſt material to ſend your Grace 
the Copies of. 

The perpetual Hurry of Buſineſs I am in, your 
Grace will be ſo good to admit as an Excuſe for 
any Incorrectneſs or Omiſſions; and permit me to 
aſſure your Grace, that, with a juſt Senſe of the 
Marks of your Eſteem you have honoured me with, 
I am, 


My Lord Duke, 
Princeſs Carolina, in Your Graces moſt | 
Port Royal Harbour Obedient, and moſt 
OY * Devoted Humble Servant, 


E. V. 

P. S. I am ſorry to have Occaſion to mention 
to you the Loſs of another noble young Officer, 
my Lord Auguſtus, who died ſoon aſter returning 
to this Port, and receiving the Letter you ſent me 
incloſed for him. I ſhare with your Grace in the 
Concern it will give the moſt tender Parent, the 
noble Duke his Father; and as his Lordſhip 
was a very diligent Officer, and inquiſitive to in- 
form himſelf thoroughly in every thing, his Ma- 


jeſty and his Country had a Loſs in one who might 


have done Honour and Service to both. 


The following Paragraph was added to the Duplicate 
of the Duke's Letter. 

June 1, 1741, A Paragraph of Sloop Intelli- 
gence being brought me by a Maſter of a Sloop 
trading to the South Keys, I ſend it your Grace in- 
cloſed, as it was brought me, 


The 
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The following Paragraphs were added to the Copy of 
the above Letter, and ſent to Sir Charles Wager. 

I have only to acknowledge the Receipt of your 
two Letters of the 24th of February and 2d of 
March, and am obliged to you for the Aſſurance 
you give me in them, of your Friendſhip for riſing 
in my Rank; which I could never doubt of, as you 
know, Sir, that was the Promiſe made me on my 
taking this Commiſſion, that I ſhould have my 
Rank before Lord G——4. 

But I confeſs it gave me great Uneaſineſs to find 
common Reports had made ſuch an Impreſſion on 
you; but I have already, before M. B left 
this Country, had Reaſons to think, Reports had 
riſen from him to my Prejudice, which J charged 
him with here before many cf his Acquaintance, 
and which he before them ſolemnly denied, though 
I believe few of us in our private Opinions could 
acquit him, 

The Report ſpread was this, that I had arbitra- 
rily ſeized on a Share of Captain Knotoles's Prize, 
that was his Property. And I will now appeal to 
your Memory, whether ſuch Inſinuations might 
not have been made you by Capt. Charles Vanbrugh : 
If they were, I am perlwaded they came from 
M. B 1. You know what his Majeſty's Or- 
ders were, and I am ure I ſtrictly conformed to 
them. I took Bonds for thirty thouſand Pounds 
from the Agents, Meſſieurs Manning, Merryweather 
and Tictell, and they have ſince remitted to the 
Bank of England the half Produce of that Prize, 
for the Uſe of the ſuffering Merchants, by my 
Orders, and the Captors have had their Share of 
the reſt. And there is ſtill remaining in the 
Agents Hands, undemanded by any one, the half 
Share coming to a Commanding Officer, which, 


to be ſure, they can never deliver to any one but 
him 


11451 
him who they think ean give them a legal Diſ- 
charge. I think Mr. B-—» conducted thoſe Ships 
with the greateſt Indiſeretion, and had no Share in 
the taking that Prize, and that I was Commander in 
Chief in thoſe Seas at that Time z but to this Mo- 
ment I never did, nor have determined any thing 


in my own favour, and think it lies only pro- 


perly in a legal Determination; for his Majeſty 
has already made his gracious Diſpoſition of it, and 


I am not of a Temper to make Compliments to 


any Man I think has ſlandered me. Ani 

You ſay, it is reported I ſhould ſay, that I was 
ſent abroad to be ſacrificed. I am fully perſwaded 
I never ſaid ſo, but have been told M. B—— 
has related Facts, which they that heard them 
knew were not true, but I was not told what they 
were, Now, Sir, I muſt beg the Favour of you to 
recollect yourſelf, whether this Report came from 
the fame Quarter ; which I am moft inclined to ſuſ- 

for Tatlers love to be telling Tales they 
— be agreeable, without a ſtrict Regard to 
Truth. 

It has been my Fate already, to ſuffer by Miſ- 
repreſentations; but I rely on your Friendſhip, 
that you will not let them impoſe on you. 

The perpetual Hurry of Buſineſs I am in, you 
will be ſo good as to admit as an Excuſe for any 
Incorrectneſs or Omiſſions; and permit me to 
aſſure you, that with a juſt Senſe of the Marks of 
your Eſteem you have —_ me with, T am, 


Tau moſt Obliged, 
Humble Servant, © 
E. v. 
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1 To General WENTWORTH, 
SI R, 
12 received yours of this Day's Date by 


Colonel Coctran, in relation to ſome Marines 


who were put on board the Men of War, now 
going home, from the Tranſports at Spithead. 

As thoſe Ships are now going home, and to paſs 
in Sight of a conſiderable Squadron of the Enemy's 
Ships at the Havanna, and as their Complements 
are ſo greatly reduced already, I can by no means 
think it for his Majeſty's Service to make any 
further Draughts from them. 

He brought me likewiſe a Meſſage from you, 
deſiring your Secretary might come here to take 
Copies i the Reſolutions of ſome former Councils 
of 2 which I ſaid he ſhould be welcome 
to do. | 

I am chained to the Deſk for getting my Diſ- 


patches ready for Commodore Leftock's carrying 


with him, or I ſhould before now have done myſelt 

the Pleaſure of waiting on you. I am, | 
1 S T1 R, 

Boyne, June 18, 1741. Your moſt Obedient, 

v7 om Humble m— * 
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1 To bis Grace the Duke of . 
My Lord Duke, 

M* laſt to your Grace being ſo late as the goth 
of May, both by the Kennington and Torrington, 

can have but little more to acquaint your Grace 

with on this Occaſion, than the perpetual Hurry I 

have heen in ſince, to have ſo large a Fleet fitted 

and got ready for the Sea, and that under the 


melancholy Circumſtance of a general Sicknels, 
which, 
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which, tho? I thank God it is greatly abated; we 
are not yet freed from. - 

I am glad I can acquaint your Grace, I have got 
my Cruizers into the Sea, and all Poſts well watch'd 
to the beſt of my Judgment, having two Sixty-gun 
Ships, with a clean Sloop with them, under the 
Command of Captain Knowles, gone to Leeward, 
to watch the Motions of the Spaniſh Trade bound 
to la Vera Cruz; and I have a Sixty-gun Ship to 
Windward, to watch the Motions of all bound to 
the Havanna thro? the Old Streights of Bahama, to 
the Northward of Cuba; a Twenty- gun Ship off 
St, Jago; and a Sixty and a Twenty-gun Ship on 
the Spaniſh Main, to watch the Motions of all 
bound to Carthagena. 

And having a Viſit from a French Sloop here, 
whoſe principal Buſineſs, I conceive, is to be a Spy 
on us; I have another Sixty-gun Ship gone up for 


Leogane, with ſome French Seamen, and a Letter 


from me to his Excellency Mr. Larnage : And that 
your Grace may ſee my principal Motives in it, I 


{end you incloſed a Copy both of my Letter to 


M. Larnage and Captain Dent's Orders. And all 


my Cruizers have ſealed Rendezvous where to find 


me, at the Expiration of their Cruizes, or ſooner 


om, | 
mation. 


This being the fiery- breeze Seaſon, moſt of 
the homeward-bound Fleet are put back hither, 
and will fail now under Commodore Lyſftock's 
Convoy. Some of them, I hear, are put into Por: 
Antonio with the Torrington, who carried away a 
Top-maſt and received ſome other Damage: But 
I make not the leaſt doubt that the Kennington, 
who is a good Sailor, and unincumbred with a 
Eonvoy, gained her Paſſage, and will bring my 


meeting any material Intelligence for my Infor- 


ſhe 


Letters fately and ſpeedily to your Graces. Hands. 
U 3 
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Theſe fiery Breezes have given. us great Inter- 
ruption, but, I thank God, we have got all Com- 
modore Latocl's Ships ready for the Sea, whoſe 
Names are in the Margin ; and believe I ſhall have 
all my Ships ready before Mr. Wentworth will be 
ready for proceeding. And that there may not be 
the Delay on my Part, whenever he gives me 
Notice of his being ready to proceed, I will put 
to Sea with him, with ſuch Ships as I have in a 
Readineſs, and leave Sir Chaloner Ogle to follow 
with the reſt as faſt as they can be got ready, the 
ſupplying them with Proviſions being all is 
remaining: Which having been all to do at once, 
ſufficient Veſſels could not be had here to give the 
neceſſary Diſpatch that was wanting; but I am 
N fausfied there is no Danger of Delay on my 

ark. 

I muſt not omit, on this Occaſion, doing Juſtice 
to the Zeal of the Gentlemen of this land for his 
Majeſty's Service, by their having not only paſſed 
a Bill for veſting in the Crown the neoeſſary Land 
wanted for the Enlargement of the King's Yard at 
Port Royal, to make it capable of careening two 
Ships, but having likewiſe been pleaſed to pay the 
Purchaſe of the Land themſclves, to make a Pre- 
ſent of it to the Crown; and are now railing. a 
thouſand choſen Negroes, to ſerve on the preſent 
Expedition, and had offered to have raiſed five 
thouſand, but it was judged moſt adviſeable, hoth 
in Regard to his Majeſty's Service, and not to put 
them to great Inconveniencies, to deſire a ſmaller 
Number and to have them chaſen ones. 

I cannot but think it a very happy- Providence, 
that it has pleaſed God to preſerve a good State of 
Health to Mr. Wentworth and me, who have the 
principal Direction in our reſpective Branches, and) 
am ſincerely thankful for it, and ſhall always with 


leaſure 
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Pleafure employ it, to the beſt of my Abilities, for 
his Majeſty's Service, and long to be in Motion, 
to try what can be further done for his. Majeſty's 
Service. 

Relying on your Grace's Candour, to excuſe any 
Omiſſions 4 may have made, through the Hurry of 
having ſo many Things to give Orders in at once, 


I am, 
My Lord Duke, 
Boyne, in Port Roya Your Grace's moſt 
Harbour, Jamaica, Devoted, and moſt 
* Obedient, Humble Servant, 
| E. V. 
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EXTRACTS out of ſubſequent Letters ta his Grace 
the Duke of M , in ſome meaſure relative 
to the CARTHAGENA EXPEDITION. 


Jamaica, Feb. 11, 1741, 
IINDING by Accounts come out, that ſe- 
veral Things have been publickly laid to my 
Charge as Negligences in my Duty, ſince 
the reading over a Manuſcript Account, called an 
impartial one, where I found four Points urged 
againſt me : As to conform to what ſeemed agree- 
able to your Grace, I have, from the Carthagena 
Expedition, dropp*d all Correſpondence but with 
my Attornies, my Wife, and Brother; I muſt 
beg your Grace will excuſe me in giving a ſhort 
Anſwer to theſe four Points in my Letter to your 
Grace, 


I. The firſt Charge is, that my want of Intelli- 
gence was very glaring. 

Anſwer, To the Falſity of which, I think I may 
appeal to your Grace, from the Accounts I have 
ſent you; as I think no Officer could well have 
+ Toa to have procured better Intelligence than 

did. | 


II. That I had ſuffered Captain Townſend, in the 
Shrewſbury, to lay unneceſlarily expoſed to the 
Enemy's Fire for want of Orders. 

Anſiver. This Captain Town/end can manifeſt to 
be falſe. Upon his having his Cable cut, before he 


could let go another Anchor he was fallen ſo far 
to 
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to Leeward, that he could not, with Security againſt 
falling upon the Lee Shore, have weighed from 
thence till the Sea Breeze was done; and I agreed 
with him in Judgment, it was beſt to maintain 
his Poſt till Night, as his Fire was a Means in 
good meaſure to keep down the Fire of the Ene- 
my, which he would have laid more expoſed to 
in moving, beſides the Danger of falling on the 
Lee Shore, and that it was near Night. 


III. That I did not leave to the reſpective Cap- 
tains, ſent in to batter Boca Chica Caſtle under 
Commodore Leftock's Command, the Option of 
chooſing their own Births, but that I ſent other 
Captains or Officers on board of their Ships to 
bring them to Anchor, which he ſuppoſes was, 
becauſe they ſhould not come too near. 

Anſtver. Nothing can poſſibly more manifeſt the 
Ignorance, as well as Malice, of the Aſſertor; as 
it is certain, the nearer a Ship can come to a For- 
treſs, ſhe is ſo much the leſs expoſed to their Fire, 
and her Fire can only in ſuch Caſes be of any 
effectual Service. 

And it is well known, neither Captains nor 
Pilots of thoſe Ships had ever been in Carthagena, 
or knew any thing of the Channel; and that the 


Officers I ſent to poſt them, were Captain Ren- 


tone, Captain Forreſt, ( now Captains in his Ma- 
jeſty's Service) and Captain Macpherſon, (now 
Purſer of the Cumberland ) all three Officers of Ex- 
perience, who had been in Carthagena, and were 
Officers both of very good Judgment and Reſolu- 
tion, and acquitted themſelves in it accordingly. 
And I think I may value myſelf for procuring and 
ſecuring them to the Publick Service by Promo- 
tions in it. 


IV. He 
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IV. He afferts Caftillo Grande to have had but 
24 Guns mounted, and that the Spaniards diſ- 
mounted the Guns and knocked off the Trunnions 
before they abandoned it. 

wer, Captain Knowles can inform your Grace 
of the Falſeneſs of this Aſſertion; there being 
Fifty-nine Guns in that Fortreſs, which the Spa- 
niards abandoned in Confuſion, and had neither 
diſmounted the Guns, nor knocked off the Trun- 
nions, but had ſlightly ſpiked up ſome of them, 


And hearing it has been further induſtriouſly 
ſpread about, that Mr. Jentworth was precipitated 
to the Attack of Fort St. Lazar by ſome warm 
Expreſſions of mine at a Council of War, I muſt 


beg leave to mention to your Grace my Sentiments 


in that Affair, viz. a 

The ſecond Day after the Attack upon Fort 
St. Lazar, I went myſelf to view that Fort from 
the Papa, and fo viſibly there perceived how eaſily 
they might have ſucceeded in that Attempt, in 
my Apprehenſion,. as well as how for want of 
prudent Conduct and a proper Diſpoſition they 
had come fo ill off; I could not forbear, on 
Breakfaſting with Mr, Wentworth, to tell him, 
they had, in my Opinion, failed for want of ad- 
yancing to aſcend the Hill to the Right and Left, 
where it was practicable, inſtead of halting at the 
Foot of a ſteep Part of the Hill they could not 
aſcend; and that when they had uw on the 
wrong Place, and found they could not gain the 
Aſcent there, that their not drawing the Men off 
before Day broke upon them, to leave them fruit- 
leſsly expoſed to all the Enemy's Fire, was aban- 
doning them a Sacrifice, 


He 
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He ſaid then, the Commanding Officers had 
not obeyed his Orders, who were directed to carry 
on the Attack to the Right and Left. 

And Mr. Guiſe was preſent when I faid this to 
him. 

What is certain, is, he never carried nor ſent 
any of the Officers that were to lead the Attack, 
to the Popa, where he might have given them his 
proper Directions, and they have known how to 
have executed his Orders to the beſt Advantage, 
from their own Obſervations. And nothing ſeemed 
to have been properly diſpoſed, the Granado Shells, 
Woolpacks, and Ladders being ſaid to have been 
in the Rear when they began the Attack, that 
ſhould properly have been diſtributed for it. 

I afterwards took a View of it to the Town 
Side, from the Hill above the Jeſuits Potworks on 
Terra Bomba, and I think I ſaw plainly how all 
thoſe Intrenchments without Fort St. Lazar might 
eaſily have been carried by Aſſault, under a proper 
Diſpoſition made for it ; and that, though no Sol- 
dier, I could have formed ſuch a Diſpoſition. 
And had they lodged themſelves that Night in 
the Enemy*s Intrenchments, they would have been 
under Cover from all Fire from the Town, and 
thoſe in the Fort could not have dared to expoſe 
themſelves over the Walls to fire upon them, ſo 
they would have had a ſhort and eaſy Sap in a 
Clay Hill, to have mined under a Corner of the 
Fort, and made a Breach, if the Enemy would 
have ſtayed for giving them that Trouble, which 
do not believe they would have done. 
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Had I been conſulted upon the Attack, I ſhould 
have adviſed a proper Diſpoſition being made for 
it, and ſhould have been ready to have given 
Aſſiſtance in it. 


Jamaica, QA. 2, 1742. 

J cannot be inſenſible how great a Concern the 
Diſappointments on our ſeveral Expeditions muſt 
have been to our Royal Maſter : But muſt humbly 
beg leave, at the fame Time, to fay, in behalf of 
myſelf and the Officers and Men that have ſerved 
under my Command, that no Part of the Dif. 
appointment is juſtly to be attributed to his Ma- 
jeſty's Sea Forces, nor do I think it was in want 
of Courage or Inclination to ſerve his Majeſty in 
his Land Forces; but that it principally owes this 
unhappy Event, to the Command falling into the 
Hands of Mr. W- b, who has approved him- 
ſelf no Ways equal to it, and? * $ © # + 
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And though I pretend to very little Experience 
in Military Affairs by Land, yet it is my Opinion, 
that if the ſole Command had been in me, both 
on the Carthagena Expedition and the Cuba one 
too, that his Majeſty's Forces would have made 
themſelves Maſters both of Caribagena and St. Jago, 
and with the Loſs of much fewer Men than have 
died through his imprudent Conduct in many In- 
ſtances 
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